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We are just over halfway through the term, and
winter is officially upon us—it is certainly feeling
much more "wintry" in the mornings! With winter
comes rain, and once again, the weather has
disrupted our plans on multiple fronts.

I would like to extend a huge thank you to all of
you for your understanding regarding Tuesday's
school closure. Civil Defence was still stationed in
the school carpark when I arrived at 7:30 AM, and
they remained there with the road to Canvastown
and beyond closed until 10:00 AM as they waited
for the high tide to pass.

Decisions like these are always made with the
safety of our students and staff as the absolute
priority. Sometimes we have to make these calls
even when the weather appears to have "passed
us by" or hasn't turned out as bad as anticipated
in our immediate area. 
Thank you for your continued support and
flexibility.

Aside from the weather, I had the absolute
pleasure of sending five of our senior students off
on a flight to Auckland to embark on a five-day
voyage aboard the Spirit of Adventure. This is a
phenomenal opportunity, and just one of the
many extracurricular activities that our Rai Valley
Area School students can take advantage of,
thanks to the incredible ongoing support of our
community.

Academic Updates & Testing
It has been a busy time on the academic front
across all year levels.
SMART Testing:
We recently took part in SMART testing, a
government initiative designed to build an 



accurate picture of student achievement, which will be rolled out to all New Zealand students
from Years 3 to 10 next year. We are currently awaiting the official data for Reading, Writing, and
Mathematics, and have provided our feedback to the Ministry. We anticipate being able to
share some of this data with you during our next stage of reporting (which will also feature a
brand-new system!).

Common Assessment Activities (CAA):
Some of our senior students have completed the first round of the Literacy and Numeracy
CAAs. These assessments form the baseline for Level 1, ensuring our seniors have the essential
skills required as they prepare to transition out of school in the future.

We are gearing up for Matariki, and more information about our celebrations will be sent out
shortly. The big focus at the moment, however, is preparing for the highly anticipated
Community & Staff vs. Students Kī-o-Rahi match!
The event has been officially titled "Redemption" (though some of the staff are calling it
"Revenge"). The students have held the shield since its inception two years ago, so it is high
time the adults got our hands on it. Start warming up, team!

As the weather gets colder, please help us maintain high standards by reminding students of
our daily expectations:
Uniform:
Full uniform is to be worn in class. All hoodies must be removed when inside.
Footwear:
All gumboots (even sparkly-glittery-never-seen-mud ones) must be left outside the classrooms.
Mobile Phones: 
A reminder that for students in Year 10 and below, mobile phones must be handed into the
office at the start of the day. We will ensure they are kept locked away safely and returned at
the end of the day.

As always, stay safe and stay warm.
Ngā mihi nui,

Dan Waldie
Deputy Principal - Secondary

Secondary News con’t

Please be aware of vehicles at school and
especially at these busy times 
of before and after school.

At the end of school, students need to wait
within the school gate for the 
parent / caregiver to collect them.

If it is raining, the students can stand on
the veranda by the office or be inside the
office.

Safety for Students is important
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Matariki 2026, 24  Juneth

We would like to invite the
community to join us for food and

activities. More information to
come on FB.

Whole School & Community News
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TERM 2
Hi everyone! Justaquick one from me this week as there is not too much

toreport on!Weare already half way through Term 2, and the second
half is promising to be a busy one- if the weather plays ball!

Next Thursday, 11  June is the Pelorus Cross Country event atth

Canvastown. Thank you to the large amount of parents who have put
their hands up to accompany their children to the event, your support is
always greatly appreciated! We will let you know as soon as possible if

the event is going ahead. We will keep you all posted on details about this
next week.

Many of our tamariki are involved in winter sports this season. We have a
year 5-7 netball team playing in the intermediate grade. It hasn’t been an

easy start for the girls, many playing girls three years older them and
double their height. However the team has a wonderful attitude and
represent our school with pride. Thank you to Kimberly Morrison for

coaching the girls.

Finally, winter illnesses are beginning to creep through our classrooms.
Thank you for keeping your children home when they are unwell, and

ensuring you are contacting the office if your child is absent.

Ngā Mihi Jess Massey



We’ve been out on the field developing our football skills. The focus has been on ball control,
passing to teammates, and working well together as a team. The kids are showing great
sportsmanship and lots of energy on the chilly morning. Cross-country season is coming up, so
we have started our running practice. The students have been out on the field building up their
fitness and stamina by running laps. It is hard work, but everyone is giving it a go!

Maths

Matariki Art

Primary News

What’s Happening in Room 14?
We have had a busy and productive few weeks in Room 14. Here is a quick look at what our Year
1 and 2 students have been learning:

Football Skills and Cross Country Practice

In maths, we are moving beyond basic counting and learning how to
represent numbers in different ways. Students have been using tens
frames, Numicon, blocks, and drawings to show how numbers are
made. This is great for building their mental math and confidence.

To prepare for Matariki, Room 14 has been busy with painting. We have been
learning how to blend colours together to create the early morning sky
backgrounds for our artwork. The students did an awesome job mixing tones.

Ngā mihi
Haley Kiddey

Caught Being GoodCaught Being GoodCaught Being Good

Congratulations to Daniel Woodley Y6, Matthew Burrow Y8, Harriet Leov Y7, Pyper
Knight Y4, Ivy Kiddey Y7, Alfie Waldie Y4, Stanley Nicol Y4 and Tai Mackness Y8
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Mentoring without even knowing it

Jack Burrow, Year 5, showing Hunter
O’Donnell, Year 10, what he was able to do

with Lego.
They even did the flicky hola hoop bounce

trick without it breaking. Good effort
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Thank you to the staff of ITM Havelock. 
We learnt a lot about careers and pathways in the

timber retail industry.
Our projects are coming along nicely due to the

quality of the timber, from the Year 12's
More photos to come.

Please support our local businessses that support
us, they are worth it.
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MEANINGFUL
CONVERSATIONS
The wisdom, laughter,
and lessons that shape
their hearts.

REAL CONNECTION

VALUES & EMPATHYLearning kindness,
respect, and caring
through real life.

Hugs, eye contact,
and being truly seen.

EMOTIONAL SAFETY
The comfort of knowing
they are loved no matter
what.
NATURE & WONDER
The joy of exploring,
feeling the breeze,
and discovering life.
CONFIDENCE
The belief in themselves
that comes from real
experiences.
CREATIVITY
The magic of imagination
without limits.

www.Soci
alWorkersToolbox.com
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Fundraising News

Orders need to be in by Friday 5 June, and orders
will be available for collection from the school on
Friday 12 June.
Please contact Pauline in the Front Office either in
person or on email - office@rai.school.nz
Thank you so much for supporting our students
and helping make this amazing opportunity
possible.
Ngā mihi

Online payments to:

RAI VALLEY AREA SCHOOL BOARD

12-3165-0348666-000

Reference MEAT and your name

THANK YOU
TO EVERYONE

WHO
SUPPORTS

OUR
FUNDRAISING

EFFORTS



CALL THE OFFICECALL THE OFFICE

School News

Student Absence / Buses / After School Arrangements / Students
arrive late / Parent deliver or collect students

Could you please notify Pauline, when required as soon as possible, at
the school office regarding above issues with a reason, either by phone
(03 5716 016) and leave a message or by email (office@rai.school.nz) or
personally to the office. 

This allows up-to-date recorded information for emergencies. If
students are late at school or leaving during school hours: Parents need
to sign in or out at the school office. 
Thank you in advance. Pauline

MY KID IS OFF THE BUS
MY KID IS OFF 

SICK

I’M RUNNING LATE
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TSS Kī-o-Rahi Tournament 
On May 27th, our students showcased incredible
skill and spirit at the Tasman Secondary Schools
(TSS) Kī-o-Rahi tournament hosted by Sport
Tasman at Nayland College.

The competition consisted of 13 teams, the squad
performed exceptionally well to secure an
impressive 2nd place finish!

This was a great opportunity for our students to
showcase their skills, have some fun and for
those heading to nationals, Get in some much
needed competition and training.

Well done the Rai Valley Razorbacks!

HEALTHY 

MINDS
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July 'Amazing Race' Day Camp: 
From 13th-17th July, we have a day camp

for 7 - 13 year old's. The theme is 'Amazing
Race' - so each day we will be competing to
the finish line in fun team challenges to see

who takes it out. This is along with our
classic Bridge Valley activities such as

Archery, Luge, Rock Climbing and more.
We'd love to see you here!

To register visit
https://www.bridgevalley.co.nz/holiday-

camps or email us at
holidaycamps@bridgevalley.co.nz

ART WORK
by YEAR

7/8

Angry Angler by William Sharpe

My Paint Palette by
Harriet Leov

Erm - A Picture by
Madison Couper

Starry Starry Night by
Scarlett Morrison

The Ridiculous Friends
Group by Ivy Kiddey

https://www.bridgevalley.co.nz/holiday-camps
https://www.bridgevalley.co.nz/holiday-camps


News from the Board of Trustees
"At this month’s Board of Trustees meeting, one of the exciting discussions was around student voice and
school uniform options for our secondary students. After requests from students for hoodies to become
part of the school uniform, the Board was pleased to approve moving forward with the introduction of a
school uniform hoodie option. As a rural school in often cold and foggy Rai Valley, we understand the
importance of practical, comfortable clothing that students actually want to wear. The Board values
listening to our students and working alongside them, and we’re hopeful this new addition will be
something students are excited to wear while continuing to take pride in their school uniform.

We are also pleased to see the primary toilet block renovations and upgrades nearing completion, which
will be a great improvement for our students and school environment. Alongside this, we are excited to see
the new preschool addition, Rai Valley Nurture, become part of the wider school community. We hope this
will be a valuable asset for local families and help support work-life balance for parents by having early
childhood education closely connected to the school.

The Board also reviewed several policies this month, including the Daily School Bus policy and a number of
Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC) policies covering governance, roles and responsibilities, and risk
assessment and management. As a Board, it is very important to us that when our children are participating
in excursions, camps, sporting events and other learning opportunities outside the classroom, every effort
has been made to identify and manage risks appropriately. We want our students to continue enjoying
valuable out-of-classroom learning experiences while ensuring their safety and wellbeing remain a top
priority. Parents and Whānau are encouraged to take part in the policy review process and provide
feedback through SchoolDocs.

We were also incredibly proud to hear that 8 of our students recently attended sports trials in Murchison
and have all successfully qualified for nationals, which will be held in Whāngarei this June. This is a fantastic
achievement and a credit to the hard work and dedication of these students. Over the coming weeks, you
may notice fundraising activities happening around the community to help get these students to nationals
with as little financial pressure on families as possible. Every contribution, big or small, is greatly
appreciated. For many of our rural students, this is not only an exciting sporting opportunity, but also a
chance to experience travelling and competing in a large city environment. We congratulate these students
and wish them all the very best for nationals.

The Board is also currently looking for a new trustee to join our team following the farewell of valued board
member Purity Ready, whose energy and contribution to the Board will be greatly missed. We would love to
hear from any parents or community members who may be interested in becoming involved. In particular,
someone with a financial background would be a fantastic addition as we continue working to support the
school and ensure strong governance moving forward."

Thanks

Until next time…
The RVAS Board of Trustees

Whole School News
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IWe’re excited to open registrations for our U14
trials!
This year we will be selecting both U14 A and B
teams for girls and boys, giving players the
opportunity to develop and compete at the right
level within a strong rep environment.
f your child is interested in trialling, please sign
up using the form below:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/eHWAVAJiT9
We look forward to seeing everyone on the
court!
Oriana Houra
Marlborough Basketball Association
027 666 8642

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rkb6ISbNCkmH_sIQVUpx22eEWWntTS9KlmzCjmnyHuhUQzkxWURYQzE0UzY2QU5IT1FHMzZXVkkyRS4u&route=shorturl


Pharmacy
• Advice on medications 

Healthline
0800 611 116
• Free over-the-phone health 

Online doctor
• Online or over-the-phone 

After hours and 
urgent care clinics
• After hours or urgent care if your GP
isn’t available and you need to see
someone in person. 

Care options for you and
your whānau
Your usual doctor/GP is the best place to provide youwith routine 

 

Visit info.health.nz for health advice and information on services.

and follow-upcare. You can find a GP at healthpoint.co.nz 
There are a range of healthcare options available if you can’t see 
your regular GP. Many are available after hours and at weekends.

and minor concerns including
colds, rashes and itchy skin.
• Many can also help with eye 

infections, urinary infections,
emergency contraception,
vaccinations and more.

• May be able to provide a 
few days of medication if
you run out and need a new
prescription.

Find a pharmacy at
healthpoint.co.nz

advice 24/7 from nurses and
paramedics.

• Māori clinicians are available
from 8am to 8pm weekdays.
• You can send photos or videos
to help explain your symptoms.

• Option to ask Healthline to call 
you back.

Visit info.health.nz/healthline

• For urgent medical issues including 
breaks, sprains, bad cuts, head
knocks, minor burns, eye and ear
issues, and if you feel really sick.

• Free appointments for children 
and low-cost appointments for
Community Services Card holders
at some clinics.

Find your nearest urgent care clinic
at healthpoint.co.nz

appointment with a doctor if you
can’t get one with your usual GP, or
you don’t have a GP.

• Available any time including after 
hours and weekends.

• Low-cost appointments for children 
and Community Services Card
holders at some providers.

Find an online doctor at
info.health.nz/OnlineGP







Performers are Cubs, Scouts, Venturers, Rovers,
Leaders, Girl Guides and Girl Guide Leaders

Thursday 30th July—7pm

Friday 31st July—7pm

Saturday 1st August—2pm & 7pm

Adult $25

Under 15’s $15

Family of four $70 (max.2 adults)

Early bird ticket pricing
available - get in quick!

Service fee applies book at 
www.theatreroyalnelson.co.nz

Top of the South Scouts Presents 

GANGSHOW

Ticket Prices

Theatre Royal Nelson

Sponsored by

Nelson 2026



Rai Valley Area School 
Thankstothebelowbusinessesforsponsoringourschoolapp: 

If you would like to advertise on the Rai Valley Area School
Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com 

To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search 
‘Skool Loop’ & choose School once installed. 

mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
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