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Kia ora Koutou
Welcome back to term 2. This term is already
flying. At the beginning of the term some of
our students proudly represented our school
at the annual ANZAC Day commemorations.
At the end of week 2 a number of our
students have begun their winter sports
competition.

In most codes the early games are grading
games and as a result there are some mixed
results at this stage of the season.
At the beginning of May a number of our
students trialed to make the Top of the South
Team tournament to go to Nationals in
Whangārei at the end of June.

 Congratulations to our 8 students who all
made the teams to attend Nationals. The next
month will be dedicated to serious
fundraising to help cover costs.

Mrs Waldie took a team to Nelson to take part
in the Nelson schools year 7 & 8. Lit Quiz. 
This was something new for our Year 7’s and a
great experience. The Years 5-8 took part in
the Marlborough Schools Kia o Rahi
tournament. We have a secondary team
entered in the Nelson Tournament in the first
week of June.



This term we are fortunate to have Nelson Football coming in fortnightly to work with our
Year 1-8 students.

Our term one attendance data shows that 66% of our students were attending regularly (
over 90% of  the time). This is down from our 76% in 2025. As we move into winter and
sickness becomes more common please let Pauline in the office know if your child is not
going to be in school and the reason why.
In recent weeks there have been some glitches with the attendance emails. The week 1 issues
were school issues while the week 2 issues were with the provider.
Thank you for your patience and please do not hesitate to contact school if you have any
questions.

Upcoming events of note are:
The NZQA Common Assessment Activities for Literacy and Numeracy between the 18th and
27th May.
Kings Birthday Monday 1st June.
The Pelorus Cluster Cross Country that is scheduled for the 5th of June at Canvastown.
The Future of Work Expo in Blenheim for some of our secondary student on the 10th of June.
Teacher Only Day Monday 15th June.
Matariki Community Celebrations 24th June.
Area Schools Nationals  Sunday 28th June until 3rd July.
Term end Friday 3rd July.

Nga mihi nui
Maree

Tumuaki's Report continued



Kia ora,
Well, that's not how I expected this week to end.
At the time of writing this, I am sitting in the office of what is essentially a "ghost school" as
we continue with various contingency plans—to which we have added flat tyres alongside
flooded roads, drenched paddocks, and potentially strong winds.

Closing the school is not a decision we take lightly, so thank you for your cooperation and
support when we have days like this. Days like these remind us of how important it is to stay
in contact and connected. With this in mind, it is always a good idea to not only check in with
neighbours and whānau, but also with the school to make sure all emergency contact details
are up to date (every opportunity is a teaching opportunity!).
Thankfully the system appears to have worked and we have no "free-range" children at
school; the last batch left 30 minutes ago.

Looking back to the start of the term, we have had numerous events already take place. We
had the Area Schools National Trials in Murchison; we took eight students along and we
brought back eight students who have all made it into the team to go to Nationals in the Far
North. This is a major achievement for our school, which is by no means the largest, and it
shows that we are producing students who are competing at the highest possible levels
(especially in Kī-o-rahi, where all of our trialists for that discipline made the team).

We also had our Year 12 and 13 students take part in the "Loves Me Not" programme, run by
the NZ Police and SASH. This workshop looks at how we can keep ourselves safe in
relationships and provides our students with strategies to help them step in when they notice
their friends struggling. It is an intense and incredibly emotive day, but all of our students
should be proud of their efforts.

Additionally, we had the Literacy Quiz in Nelson, which is highly competitive and involves
many schools from across the region. Most of our students were competing in this for the
first time and now have invaluable experience of what they need to do next year.

 Furthermore, we have numerous students off at Whenua Iti engaging in programmes
including adventure tourism, emergency services, and leadership—all invaluable
opportunities to experience education outside of the classroom.

Netball season has started, which means that Ms Furness' office is now a hive of activity as
she marshals our students and ensures that they are prepared for the weekend and ready to
hit the court with passion, pace, and precision.

With "sport" and "competition" in mind, now is a good time to remind our whānau that we
need to be taking care of ourselves at all times. I am unsure what the root cause is (scientists
suspect the wind stimulates more oxygen to be absorbed, leading to more energy?), but we
are seeing an increase in students throughout the school engaging in rough games. 
We appreciate and understand that these are often just innocent and part of developing
relationships; however, as a school, we have a responsibility to ensure that students are safe.
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 As such, staff are focusing on preventing games such as "tackle" or "wrestling," particularly
during break and lunch. Please be aware that we are engaging in positive behavior
reinforcement at school, but we may occasionally make contact with you at home to help us
reinforce these expectations. We appreciate your support in this area.

If today proves anything, it is that summer is over. Now is the ideal time to dust off the rain
jackets, de-web the gumboots, and make sure that students are coming to school prepared
not only for learning but also for the weather. We appreciate that colder weather means more
layers, but we still expect that within the school—and especially the classrooms—uniform is
worn. Non-uniform items such as hoodies or "colourful" jackets should be removed; the
classrooms are warm enough that we don’t yet need survival blankets!

Rai Valley is fortunate that we are no longer reliant on Shane waking up at 2am to shovel coal
and dismantle school desks to fire up the boilers; all classrooms now have heat pumps. A
reminder also that gumboots, if worn, must be left outside the classroom.

There are many events coming up over the next few weeks, so keep an eye on our Facebook
page where updates on some exciting opportunities will be posted.
As always, thank you for your support. Stay safe and stay dry.
Ngā mihi

AREA SCHOOLS

TRIALS PHOTOS



Whole School News

July 'Amazing Race' Day Camp: 
From 13th-17th July, we have a day camp for 7 - 13 year old's. The theme is
'Amazing Race' - so each day we will be competing to the finish line in fun

team challenges to see who takes it out. This is along with our classic Bridge
Valley activities such as Archery, Luge, Rock Climbing and more. We'd love to

see you here!

To register visit https://www.bridgevalley.co.nz/holiday-camps or email us at
holidaycamps@bridgevalley.co.nz

https://www.bridgevalley.co.nz/holiday-camps


Kids’ Lit Quiz 2026 @ Broadgreen Intermediate
Last week, two teams of our dedicated Year 6–8 students traveled to Nelson to represent our school at the

Kids’ Lit Quiz Marlborough and Nelson Heat.

Known as the "Sport of Reading," the competition was fierce. Our students went head-to-head with

nearly 40 other schools in a high-energy environment that tested their memory, teamwork, and love of

books.

The quiz consisted of 100 grueling questions divided into 10 secret themes. These themes aren't revealed

until the day, so our teams had to be prepared for anything—from classic mythology and nursery

rhymes to contemporary graphic novels and award-winning fiction.

Our students displayed great sportsmanship and a deep well of literary knowledge. Several are already

looking forward to next year's competition and have started to challenge themselves further with their

reading.

Our 2026 Teams
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Primary News : Hell Pizza reading Challenge Y1-8
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Secondary News

Rock climbing Year 11
Our Year 11 students recently traded the classroom for the climbing gym, putting their
physical and mental resilience to the test. The students traveled to Woodbourne Airforce
base to utilize their indoor rock wall. This trip served as a practical exploration of Te Whare
Tapa Whā, proving that well-being is about much more than just breaking a sweat!



Saturday Sport News

CONGRATULATIONS 
Mia Dunbar Year 2, Jack Massey Year 2, Louie Thompson Year 2, Anna

Alvarez Year 3, Scarlett Denize Year 3, John Harper Jnr Year 3, Pyper Knight

Year 4, Tommy Massey Year 4, Willow Kennett Year 4, Jack Burrow Year 6

WELL DONE ON ALL YOUR BEING A GOOD PERSON THINGS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION!!
If you are picking up your students during the school day,
please come to the office and sign them out. 
If your students are leaving with you and not on the buses we
need to know that too.
This is part of our Health & Safety procedures, but a lot of
parents are just skipping the office. PLEASE COME AND SEE US



ANZAC News

Lest We Forget

This year, our school is subscribed to linguascope again.

This means that every student can access basic language skills in French, Spanish, German, Italian,

English, Russian, Mandarin, Chinese, Arabic, Georgian, Portuguese, Brazilian Portuguese, Polish,

Welsh, Scottish, Scottish Gaelic, Maori and Jerrais.

Currently, the years 6,7 and 8 class is learning German reading and conversation about leisure

activities.

However, if you are a student at a different year level, you may also come and ask myself or Renee for

the password. Students will benefit from bringing their own headphones along, so that others are not

disturbed when they work on their pronunciation or listening skills.

Students can access the platform at school or at home at any time, but please respect that the

password is not to be shared with anyone else.

Enjoy widening your horizons!

Ms.Wiesner

http://www.linguascope.com

thank you to Scarlett Morrison, Cooper Knight, Pyper Knight, Charlotte Payton, 

http://www.linguascope.com/


Whole School News

News from the Board of Trustees
The 2026 school year is well underway, and we have been busy behind the scenes adapting to
changes within the curriculum and attendance management. Attendance is a major focus in NZ
schools, as we know that turning up to school regularly has a positive impact on the learning and
development of our children. You will have been receiving weekly attendance reports regarding
your tamariki, and we encourage you to understand how your children’s school attendance is
tracking.

Recently, we said goodbye to Purity Ready and her family. Purity has been a member of our Board
since the last elections and contributed immensely. We now need to fill that position with a new
member. If you would like to know more about what we do and our role at Rai Valley Area School,
please reach out.

Soon, we will welcome new school zone speed signs and a reduction of the posted speed limit to
30km/h before and after school. This is something we have pursued for many years to improve
the safety of our students, and it is great to finally see this result!

We feel our school is well-resourced and has a great team of staff that nurture and encourage
our students to feel welcome and ready for learning. It is fantastic to see the uptake and
involvement in regular sports by many of our children as we head into the winter months.

We will continue to help lead our school with pride and strong leadership.

Until next time…
The RVAS Board of Trustees
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BRING ITEMS TO SCHOOL



Whole School News - COMING SOON TO YOUR SCHOOL
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Whole School News

IWe’re excited to open registrations for our U14 trials!
This year we will be selecting both U14 A and B teams for girls and boys, giving players the
opportunity to develop and compete at the right level within a strong rep environment.
f your child is interested in trialling, please sign up using the form below:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/eHWAVAJiT9
We look forward to seeing everyone on the court!
Oriana Houra
Marlborough Basketball Association
027 666 8642

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rkb6ISbNCkmH_sIQVUpx22eEWWntTS9KlmzCjmnyHuhUQzkxWURYQzE0UzY2QU5IT1FHMzZXVkkyRS4u&route=shorturl


We are now getting closer to the big weekend for The Woody Pig & Deer Hunt for 2026. We have had a
great response for entries so far but we would love to see you back in the mix for 2026!!!
If your keen to enter there is still time!!! See event info below:

EVENT DATES: 29TH-31ST MAY 2026

ENTRY FEES: Open $70, Young Guns $50 and Whippersnappers $15

ENTIRES CLOSE: 11:59PM ON MAY 28TH 2026

ENTRY LINK: Woody Pig and Deer Hunt 2026 Tickets, Woodbourne Tavern & Motels, RENWICK | TryBooking

New Zealand
Whether you are chasing a heavier animal, defending last year's bragging rights, or just keen for a good
mission with mates, we would love to have you back!
If you have already entered awesome and thank you! If not now is a great time to jump in.

Highlights:

- Major Spot Prize: 2016 Mitsubishi Triton GLS 4x4 (Open 16+ category) and heaps of other big prizes across

all categories - Side by side, quads, bikes, dog box, Bushnell & Hikmicro gear, Swandri/Hunting & Fishing

Packs + CASH!!! Plus, Loads of spot prizes!

- Categories: open (16+ Pig and Deer), Young Guns (16 & under Pig and Goat), Whippersnappers (10 &

Under Hare, Rabbit or Possum)

-Every whippersnapper's entry receives a goody bag and complimentary socks.

Important Info:

- Hunting starts at first light Friday 29th May 2026

- Weigh ins: Sunday 31st May 2026 11:00am - 2:00pm (we will run two weigh stations to speed things up -

please have animals gutted and ready).

- See rules brochure attached.

Happy Hunting,

Rowan, Stacey and the Team at The Woodbourne Tavern.

Community News

The Woody Pig & Deer Hunt for 2026.



Performers are Cubs, Scouts, Venturers, Rovers,
Leaders, Girl Guides and Girl Guide Leaders

Thursday 30th July—7pm

Friday 31st July—7pm

Saturday 1st August—2pm & 7pm

Adult $25

Under 15’s $15

Family of four $70 (max.2 adults)

Early bird ticket pricing
available - get in quick!

Service fee applies book at 
www.theatreroyalnelson.co.nz

Top of the South Scouts Presents 

GANGSHOW

Ticket Prices

Theatre Royal Nelson

Sponsored by

Nelson 2026
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CYCLING
COME RIDE WITH US

Join the club and represent Marlborough

Tasman School Road Champs - Seddon 16 May
South Island School Road Champs, Ruapuna 4-5 July 

Southern Tour, Seddon 29-30 August

South Island School Track Champs, Invercargill 6-7
October
Support available
Bikes - Coaching - Training plans - Travel

CONTACT USJ

 Andrew Barlow
0274830287

CYCLINGMARLBOROUGH.ORG.NZ/SCHOOLS

CLUB WEDNESDAY
TRAINING UNDER THE LIGHTS

ATHLETIC PARK VELODROME
BLENHEIM 

SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

 

development@cyclingmarlborough.org.nz





Scan QR
code to
register

You’ll learn what can lead a person into addiction,
what strategies can help them change, when to get
professional help, and practical ways to look after
yourself. 

Addiction 101 is an interactive full-day workshop
which will increase your knowledge of addiction and
recovery, while giving you the confidence to manage
situations and respond supportively. 

Our experienced facilitators bring a huge amount of
professional and personal experience to the day,
running interactive activities and stimulating
conversations that bring the learning to life.

Participants receive a workbook full of Addiction 101
notes, additional reading, and a directory for support
and assistance, plus access to an interactive e-
learning to apply what you learn. 

“Attending the workshop is
about gaining an

understanding about
where the person is

coming from, and working
alongside them."

Addiction 101
 Free workshop - Havelock

After attending Addiction 101, participants will be able to:
use Te Whare Tapa Whā to understand addiction and recovery
recognise the impacts of addiction issues
relate brain and body responses to addiction
respond supportively to people experiencing addiction issues

Learning outcomes 

About the workshop 

Date: Friday 29 May 2026, 9am - 4.30pm

Venue: Havelock Pavillion, Neil Street

Cost: FREE including morning and afternoon tea

Register: https://tinyurl.com/AD101Havelock2026

Workshop details - Havelock 

www.blueprint.co.nz



Could you please notify Pauline, when required as soon as possible, at
the school office regarding above issues with a reason, either by phone
(03 5716 016) and leave a message or by email (office@rai.school.nz) or
personally to the office. 

This allows up-to-date recorded information for emergencies. If
students are late at school or leaving during school hours: Parents need
to sign in or out at the school office. 
Thank you in advance. Pauline

Student Absence / Buses / After School Arrangements / Students arrive late /
Parent deliver or collect students

CALL THE OFFICECALL THE OFFICE

My kid is off 
sICK

I’m RUNNING LATE

Workshop description: Addiction is often the elephant in the room for whānau and organisations. While NZ
has moved a long way to destigmatise mental health, people with addiction are still often judged and
misunderstood. The Addiction 101 workshop covers a variety of topics aimed at increasing knowledge and
understanding, while working to shift stigma and discrimination. It is particularly useful for people working in
social services or any role interacting with people, but also whānau who are impacted by someone else’s
substance use or behaviours.
 

Addiction 101 guides participants on how to;
Use Te Whare Tapa Whā to understand addiction and recovery
Recognise the impacts of addiction issues (substance use, gambling & gaming)
Understand brain and body responses to addiction
Respond supportively to people experiencing addiction issues
Get practical strategies for self-care when you are a support person
Learn about trauma, co-existing problems, recovery options, and when to get expert help.
 

Our experienced facilitators bring a huge amount of professional and personal experience to the day, running
interactive activities and stimulating discussions that bring the learnings to life. Each participant receives a
workbook full of reading material and a support directory, plus a certificate of attendance (we are a NZQA
registered training provider). Access to an e-learning refresher is also provided after the workshop.
 

More information about the workshop is here.
 

Ngā mihi
 

Lynda Soper 

Suicide Prevention/Postvention Coordinator 
Mental Health & Addictions
Nelson Marlborough | Te Tau Ihu
Reg Social Worker

Addiction 101... continued from previous notice

My KID IS OFF THE BUS

Addiction 101 – Havelock
Date: Friday 29 May 2026 (9-4.30pm)

Venue: Havelock Pavillion, Neil Street
Registration: Click HERE to register

Cost: FREE including morning and afternoon tea



Rai Valley Area School 
Thankstothebelowbusinessesforsponsoringourschoolapp: 

If you would like to advertise on the Rai Valley Area School
Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com 

To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search 
‘Skool Loop’ & choose School once installed. 

mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
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