


Our People:

Principal: Maree Furness

Deputy Principal: Dan Waldie

Assistant Principal: Jessica Massey

Secondary Senco: Theresa Shepherd

Primary Senco: Theresa Shepherd

Learning Support Coordinator: 
Theresa Shepherd

Executive Officer: Christine McDonald

Receptionist: Pauline Agnew

Caretaker: Shane Dearman

Rai Valley Area School

Newsletter 
 Issue No 3      |   March 2026

Tumuaki's Report Our Details:

Rai Valley Area School 

6700 SH6, RD 2 Rai Valley

Marlborough 7192

Telephone: (03) 571 6016

Email office: office@rai.school.nz

Web address: www.rai.school.nz
Kia ora Koutou

Welcome to the final newsletter for the term.
This has been a really busy term inside and
outside the classroom.

Congratulations to our Senior students who had
a great week at Tournament. They finished 4th
overall 3 points behind 3rd place. (SWAS)  This is
a great opportunity for our students to socialise
with young people from other schools as well as
an opportunity to play competitive sport. Many
thanks to parents and staff who supported our
students. Congratulations to the students who
have made the trials for the TOSI team to
compete in the Area School Nationals at 
\Whangārei at the end of term 2.

While there have been lots of extra curricular
activities this term, next term will have a more
academic focus. The National Common
Assessment Activities for Reading, Writing and
Maths will be held at the end of May. 

Year 3-10 students will be undertaking the new
National Assessment in Reading, writing and
maths also towards the end of May. Thai year
ANZACThai will be the first time our student will
undertake this type of assessment.



Tumuaki's Report continued

DUFFY THEATRE

At the beginning of term 2 we welcome Sam Morris to our staff. Initially Sam will be working 2
days a week in the Years 1-8 area. She will be focussing on working with individuals and small
groups for reading. In term 3 this will be extended to include writing support. It is great to have
Sam, who is a very experienced teacher join us.

Attendance continues to be a focus for the Ministry of Education, last week you will have
received the first of the weekly summaries for attendance. If you have any questions please do
not hesitate to contact the school office or your child's form teacher.

This year ANZAC day falls on a Saturday. Monday 27th of April will be a public holiday. iN current
times acknowledging the past has never seemed more important.

Sadly, at the end of this term we farewell the Ready family. In the two years they have been in
our school the students have engaged in a wide range of school activities inside and outside the
classroom. I also wish to acknowledge Purity’s contribution in the short time that she has been
on the Board of Trustees. We wish them all well for their new adventure in Timaru.

Finally, I hope everyone is able to take some time to re charge and enjoy the last break before
winter.
Nga mihi nui
 Maree



Secondary News

As I type this, we are only one hour away from having made it through Term 1 of 2026.

It has been a term packed with challenges, but also some fantastic opportunities and
experiences. Top of the list was the privilege I had of watching a significant proportion of our
students participating in the Top of the South Island Area Schools Tournament. As one of the
smallest area schools at the tournament, we not only held our own in most disciplines but also
took a significant number of first places. As a community, we should be exceptionally proud of
our students and the adults who went above and beyond to make the whole experience a
success (we also won "Best Dressed" school at the formal dance!).

We have also had the Year 5–8 camp, numerous sporting events, and general days of community
building, such as Musselfest and the Rai Show.

Looking forward to Term 2, we have even more events on the horizon, including ANZAC Day,
LitQuiz in Nelson, EPro8, Spirit of Adventure, and Matariki. More details will follow next term,
but in advance of this, I encourage you to get out and start training for Kī-o-Rahi!

Uniform & Winter Prep
Term 2 is a winter term, so now is the time to get out the winter uniform and make sure it still
fits. We will have a specific focus early next term on ensuring that all students—in particular
those from Year 9 upwards—are in the appropriate uniform at all times, including on the bus.
We have some second-hand uniform items available and are always willing to help, so please feel
free to contact the office. As a reminder, hoodies are not part of the school uniform. If worn to
school, they must be removed before form time and stay off until the student has left the bus at
the end of the day. In colder weather, we encourage students to wear a school jacket and/or
polar fleece.
A surprising number of our older students (Year 11 upwards) seem to forget to wash their
uniform until Monday morning! If an unexpected event occurs and your child is out of uniform,
please contact the form teacher or the office directly so we can assist by lending out spare
items. At no stage do we expect a student to attend school wearing clothing that contains
images or language that could be seen as offensive.

Mobile Phones
We have seen an improvement in students managing their mobile phone use, but now is the
perfect time to reiterate that mobile phones are not to be used at school. If contact needs to be
made, this must be facilitated through the office. Students in Years 11–13 may keep their phones
in their bags; all other year groups should hand their phones into the office for safekeeping.

If you need any assistance or would like to discuss uniform or phone policies further, please
contact me directly.

I will end by wishing you all a safe and enjoyable break. As always, stay safe.

Ngā mihi,
Dan Waldie



PRIMARY NEWS
TERM 1 REPORT

It has been a very busy term for us this term in
primary. We have had swimming sports, camp
and lots of new learning in between! Children
have worked hard to learn new routines and

expectations and get to know their teachers and
classmates. It has been great to see new

friendships blossom and see some amazing
growth in learning. 

At the end of this term we farewell Mercy and
Andrew Ready and their whānau. We wish them

all the best on their new journey.
As we prepare for a well earned holiday here
are some reflections from our junior tamariki

about our term!
Pyper Knight “I like doing writing and Maths and

even doing the test today.”
Charlotte Payton: “I enjoyed doing swimming

and Maths with Mrs Moore.”
Benji Bond: “I enjoy Reading, Writing and Maths

with Mrs Massey”
Tawhiti Lepper: “I enjoy Maths and Reading.”
Conrad Wallace: “I enjoyed going to camp,

swimming sports and I enjoy my new teacher.”
Bjorn Prattley: “I enjoyed swimming sports,

having a new teacher and school camp.”
Anna Alvarez: “I like writing.”

Tommy Massey: “I like helping people when they
need help and helping them with their work.”

Andrew Ready: “I have liked doing Art with Mrs
Davies because it's been really fun.”

Kaiden Denby: “I like playing some games and
doing the art with Mrs Davies.”

Lewis Flintoff- Retter: “I like learning with Mrs
Massey.”

Khloe Dunbar: “I have enjoyed doing art, PE and
swimming.”

 OUR FARM

THIS IS OUR FARM. WE
HAVE A KITCHEN, AND WE
HAVE A COW SHED. WE
HAVE 10 SHEEP, 4 BIG
COWS, 13 CALVES, 2 GOATS,
AND WE HAVE 5 CHICKENS
AND 8 CATS. WE LIKE LEGO
BECAUSE IT IS FUN!

Year 3 and 4 Summer Football combined
with Havelock



Primary News

DUFFY ROLE MODEL ASSEMBLY
Thank you to Nathan Gray for visiting our school as a Duffy Role Model. He spoke of his

adventures along the Great Wall of China and how it took 2 days by train from Beijing just
to get to the start of the Great Wall. His books he has written and the other wonderful

places he has gone around the world. 
Nathan grew up in Wellington and discovered travelling the world when he did a student
exchange to South Africa when he was 17/18. He has an International Relations Degree in

Law and helped Cipan, 2 hours from Japan set up their Laws for their country. He has
lived in Alaska and spent 3 months with no sunshine, hitch-hiked around most of the

world, and experienced sand storms in the Gobi Desert, where he ate snake, scorpions,
noodles and rice. He told us how over a million people died building the Great Wall of

China. He has written 5 books - the library now has a copy of his book titled
“PAPATUANUKU’S BREATH” his self published book about our environment.

POWER OF THE THUMB AND THE KINDNESS OF OTHERS CAN DO AMAZING THINGS

Duffy Dress upDuffy Dress up  
DayDay

Duffy Dress up 
Day



Secondary News

NELSON MARITIME DAY

Last week I had the pleasure of taking 3 students to  a Maritime day in Nelson. This was
arranged by Aquaculture NZ, Seafood NZ and NMIT.
We boarded the Haulashore Ferry and alongside The Gleam we were able to explore the back
side of the Port Nelson wharf. We stopped outside Sealords, as we had been invited to watch
divers at work on the underside of NZ’s biggest fishing boat, Sealords Tokatu. 
We heard from Skippers and other seafarers in the Aquaculture and Fishing industries on
career  pathways and employment opportunities.
We got to step onshore at Haulashore Island where other professionals in the industries were
able to talk to students, have a quiz and answer questions.
After lunch we went to Talleys, where we were hosted by some longtime employees who talked
about what it was like working for a company that no longer just works with seafood. Students
then got the chance to go on-board the Talleys vessel, the Amatal Enterprise. These sorts of
experiences for the students are so valuable to opening their eyes to all the employment
opportunities they don’t know existed. I definitely learnt about some new things too.  
Renee Jope



Kia ora koutou,

We are delighted to share that RAI VALLEY AREA SCHOOL are participating in the Ikura | Manaakitia 
te whare tangata - period products in schools initiative.

Ikura (periods) are a fact of life for half the population. Through this initiative, the Ministry of
Education is providing period products (pads, tampons and liners) to support students in managing
their ikura. There is enough product to support a student’s full menstrual cycle and we would like to
encourage students to take product home with them during school term and school holidays.
Students can access product WITH PAULINE IN THE OFFICE

The initiative also has a range of resources available for young people to learn about ikura 
and help reduce the stigma around it. There are also resources for teachers and whānau to help
build confidence in talking to young people about periods. 

We hope that providing access to period products will help to reduce barriers to accessing
education.

For more information on the initiative, please visit: Ministry of Education - Ikura initiative.
Ngā mihi,

MAREE FURNESS
PRINCIPAL

Whole School News
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Primary News



The Top of the South Island Tournament (TOSI) was a highly successful and enjoyable event,
bringing together talented players from across the & area Schools for a competitive and
memorable experience. The tournament highlighted an impressive standard of play, with
teams demonstrating strong technical skills, teamwork, and excellent sportsmanship
throughout each match/event. It provided a valuable opportunity for students to test
themselves against new opponents while representing their schools with pride and
determination.

A standout feature of this year’s tournament was just how close the competition was
between all seven area schools. Every game was fiercely contested, and results often came
down to small margins, reflecting the even level of talent across the teams. In the end, the
host school, Tapawera, took out the tournament title, with Rai Valley taking the 4th position
this year (getting better every year!). See below for overall results

Tapawera (215 points)
Collingwood (212)
South Westland (195)
Rai Valley (192)
Murchison (190)
Reefton (185)
Karamea (184)

Events like TOSI play an important role in developing young athletes, encouraging growth in
confidence, resilience, and teamwork. The tournament allowed students to challenge
themselves, celebrate their successes, and continue building their skills in a meaningful and
enjoyable setting. We are proud to see a number of our students be selected for TOSI trials
held in Murchison on the 3rd/4th May

Congratulations to the students who were selected for the TOSI trials and the paper teams
(PT): 

Jackson Jenner - Ki-O-Rahi, Volleyball, Ultimate Frisbee (PT), Playball (PT)
Elin Kiddy - Football, Ki-O-Rahi, Touch (PT)
Amy Billingsley - Football, Ki-O-Rahi, Basketball, Volleyball, Touch (PT), Playball (PT)
Bella Hickson - Volleyball, Touch (PT)
Oliver Hope - Football, Ultimate Frisbee (PT)
Josh Johnson - Rugby, Touch (PT)
Cody Aldridge - Ki-O-Rahi
Bayley Fenton - Ultimate Frisbee (PT)

Their selection reflects their hard work, dedication, and strong performances throughout the
tournament, and they should be proud of their achievements.

Looking ahead - TOSI 2027 will be held in Karamea, 5th - 9th April. Planning has already
begun!

Tournament News
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Fundraising News
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Whole School News

In the weekend, I went to
Blenheim and Brazilian
jujitsu competition. I got
bronze for Gi and Gold for
No Gi. My BJJ Nelson Club
came 2nd and we competed
against many clubs from
the South Island
I've been doing this for
nearly 8 years.
Olivia Harrison

BRAZILIAN JUJITZUBRAZILIAN JUJITZUBRAZILIAN JUJITZU

There are a number of
click clack containers

that have come back from
tournament , please

collect from school if
tHEY ARE YOURS.

Please return keys



Secondary News

Year 9 & 10 
Hard Tech 



Year 
7 & 8 Art

the beach 
bY MADISON COUPER

At THE BEACH BY HARRIET LEOV

KeRMIT THE FROG BY VAN BIDOIS

gREETINGS FROM THE LEMON TREE BY SCARLETT MORRISON

dEPRESSION BY DAWN READY

oCEAN ANIMALS BY JASON WOODLEY

sHORELINE REFLLECTIONS BY TAI MACKNESS

Secondary News



Whole School News

Kia ora Everyone,

Just a friendly reminder to
please have all your teams
registered in Sporty by 20th
April 😊

If you need any help please
don’t hesitate to contact me.

Kind Regards

Tina Lillie
Centre Manager
Marlborough Netball Centre



Safety for Students is important

Please be aware of vehicles at school
and especially at these busy times 
of before and after school.
At the end of school, students need to
wait within the school gate for the 
parent / caregiver to collect them.
If it is raining, the students can stand
on the veranda by the office or be
inside the office.

Whole School News

Enrolments are now open for our camps in
the April school holidays 2026.

We are running 2 smaller specialty camps in
the first week, with a Junior Special
(extended age group) in the second week.
Please note that the specialty camps are
only for 2 days and are for those interested
in those areas with limited vacancies
available for each.

Visit our website (www.curiouscove.org) for
more details and to complete an online
enrolment to secure a place. You will
receive a confirmation email with further
details, including what to bring, departure
times, etc.

Payment is due on enrolment to our
account at Westpac :
A/c Name - Teapot Valley Christian Camp
Trust A/c No - 03 0751 0103553 000
Please use your child's name and camp
attending (eg: Wild/Fish/Jun) as reference.

April Camps @ Curious Cove

April Wilderness Camp 2026

Mon 6th - Wed 8th April 2026

Ages 11 to 14 years Cost $135

April Fishing Camp 2026

Wed 8th - Fri 10th April 2026

Ages 10 - 14 years Cost $135

April Junior Special Camp 2026

Mon 13th - Fri 17th April 2026

Ages 8 - 11 years Cost $225

CLICK ON

PICTURE

TO ENROL



Whole School News



Scan QR
code to
register

You’ll learn what can lead a person into addiction,
what strategies can help them change, when to get
professional help, and practical ways to look after
yourself. 

Addiction 101 is an interactive full-day workshop
which will increase your knowledge of addiction and
recovery, while giving you the confidence to manage
situations and respond supportively. 

Our experienced facilitators bring a huge amount of
professional and personal experience to the day,
running interactive activities and stimulating
conversations that bring the learning to life.

Participants receive a workbook full of Addiction 101
notes, additional reading, and a directory for support
and assistance, plus access to an interactive e-
learning to apply what you learn. 

“Attending the workshop is
about gaining an

understanding about
where the person is

coming from, and working
alongside them."

Addiction 101
 Free workshop - Havelock

After attending Addiction 101, participants will be able to:
use Te Whare Tapa Whā to understand addiction and recovery
recognise the impacts of addiction issues
relate brain and body responses to addiction
respond supportively to people experiencing addiction issues

Learning outcomes 

About the workshop 

Date: Friday 29 May 2026, 9am - 4.30pm

Venue: Havelock Pavillion, Neil Street

Cost: FREE including morning and afternoon tea

Register: https://tinyurl.com/AD101Havelock2026

Workshop details - Havelock 

www.blueprint.co.nz



Could you please notify Pauline, when required as soon as possible, at
the school office regarding above issues with a reason, either by phone
(03 5716 016) and leave a message or by email (office@rai.school.nz) or
personally to the office. 

This allows up-to-date recorded information for emergencies. If
students are late at school or leaving during school hours: Parents need
to sign in or out at the school office. 
Thank you in advance. Pauline

Student Absence / Buses / After School Arrangements / Students arrive late /
Parent deliver or collect students

CALL THE OFFICECALL THE OFFICE

My kid is off 
sICK

I’m RUNNING LATE

Workshop description: Addiction is often the elephant in the room for whānau and organisations. While NZ
has moved a long way to destigmatise mental health, people with addiction are still often judged and
misunderstood. The Addiction 101 workshop covers a variety of topics aimed at increasing knowledge and
understanding, while working to shift stigma and discrimination. It is particularly useful for people working in
social services or any role interacting with people, but also whānau who are impacted by someone else’s
substance use or behaviours.
 

Addiction 101 guides participants on how to;
Use Te Whare Tapa Whā to understand addiction and recovery
Recognise the impacts of addiction issues (substance use, gambling & gaming)
Understand brain and body responses to addiction
Respond supportively to people experiencing addiction issues
Get practical strategies for self-care when you are a support person
Learn about trauma, co-existing problems, recovery options, and when to get expert help.
 

Our experienced facilitators bring a huge amount of professional and personal experience to the day, running
interactive activities and stimulating discussions that bring the learnings to life. Each participant receives a
workbook full of reading material and a support directory, plus a certificate of attendance (we are a NZQA
registered training provider). Access to an e-learning refresher is also provided after the workshop.
 

More information about the workshop is here.
 

Ngā mihi
 

Lynda Soper 

Suicide Prevention/Postvention Coordinator 
Mental Health & Addictions
Nelson Marlborough | Te Tau Ihu
Reg Social Worker

Addiction 101... continued from previous notice

My KID IS OFF THE BUS

Addiction 101 – Havelock
Date: Friday 29 May 2026 (9-4.30pm)

Venue: Havelock Pavillion, Neil Street
Registration: Click HERE to register

Cost: FREE including morning and afternoon tea



Rai Valley Area School 
Thankstothebelowbusinessesforsponsoringourschoolapp: 

If you would like to advertise on the Rai Valley Area School
Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com 

To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search 
‘Skool Loop’ & choose School once installed. 

mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
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