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Welcome to the first newsletter for the year. 
It is great to see how quickly our students have
settled into class and engaged in their studies.

Congratulations to last year’s NCEA students on
their academic results. It is really pleasing to see the
level of achievement compared to the national
averages. I would like to in particular acknowledge
the Year 13 Art students who gained 3 excellence
endorsements and 1 merit for their years work. 

CONGRATULATIONS
This year we welcome Jess Massey, to her new role
as Head of the Primary Syndicate. 
We have also welcomed Trish Morgan, who will be
our new Guidance Counsellor, replacing Richard
Wilkins. Trish will work at Rai for one day a week and
spend a further two days at Marlborough Girls
primary. We also have a School Nurse Chelsea, who
is in school on Mondays, and Fiona Corkin is also
returning this year and will be joining the  team for
student support.
Henare Peta joined our staff in 2026, filling the
vacancy left by Eli Briasco. He has previously been
employed at Woodborne as a Defence Physical
Education and Recreational Training School
Instructor. He has a strong interest in sport and
outdoor education. 



DEAD RABBITS WANTED
Moetapu Bay local Mary Webb
needs DEAD RABBITS for the

voluntary stoat traps that they
set around the Marlborough

Sounds area, Happy to pay $10
per rabbit. No need to gut, just

freeze.
Contact her on 0211282644

Tumuaki's Report continued

He has also previously worked as a strength and conditioning coach for Tasman Rugby, as well
as coaching service personnel and veterans to prepare for the Invictus Games. This included
travelling  with the team to Germany in 2023  and Canada in 2025, 

School lunches are back up and running for the year after an initial hiccup on day one.
School has been busy with trades people since the beginning of January. The old boiler has
finally been removed as well as the  remaining asbestos. The upgrade for the primary toilets
began at the beginning of January. It is looking great and hopefully will be completed next week.
We have also had a number of classrooms recarpeted this week as part of the Ministries
upgrade for small and rural schools.

Attendance continues to be a key focus for the Ministry of Education and at their last meeting
the Board reviewed our school’s  draft attendance plan. Other key priorities this year will be the
introduction of a national assessment (SMART) for Years 1 -8 in reading, writing and maths. This
year there will also be a new format for reporting to parents at mid and end of year for Years 1-
10.

The remaining weeks of the term are going to be busy. Primary Camp for years 5 - 8 are heading
to Curious Cove next week. The Pelorus Cluster swimming sports are at Linkwater next week
and Blenheim the following week. 
Tournament this year is at Tapawera in the week 22nd to 27th March. Training is well underway
and our students are working hard.

Finally a number of our year 12 and 13 students will have their first  day at NMIT Trades
Academy on Friday 20th. They are studying a range of courses for example Hospitality,
Mechanical Engineering, Aquaculture & Marine Conservation and Sports & Exercise.. This is a
great opportunity to explore their interests.

Kia ora koutou

Maree
Principal



Secondary News
Kia ora whānau,

So, 2026 begins! It has been wonderful to see the students back and raring to go. The majority
of us have jumped straight into the swing of things, and there is a lot of positive energy buzzing
around the school.

Once again, one of Rai Valley’s real strengths is how we strive to provide a variety of
extracurricular and EOTC (Education Outside The Classroom) opportunities.

Senior Highlights & Tournament

Our seniors have been particularly active, with most already preparing for the Top of the South
Island (ToSI) tournament, held in Tapawera from 23rd – 27th March.

For those new to the school or the intricacies of Area Schools sports, "Tournament" sees Rai
Valley compete in a range of sports and activities against our compatriot schools: South
Westland, Murchison, Karamea, Collingwood, Reefton, and Tapawera. This is an incredibly
competitive event, and we take great pride in seeing our students compete (and hopefully win!)
at these events.

Upcoming Opportunities

It’s a busy term ahead across all year levels:
Year 11: RYDA (Road Safety Education) is coming up in a few weeks.
Year 5–8: Camp is heading to Curious Cove later this term!
Seniors: Customer Service Training, Trades, and Gateway placements are underway, with
Whenua Iti, First Aid, and Uniformed Services on the horizon.
Academics: Our Year 11–13 students have hit the ground running with assessment
opportunities already in full swing.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Important Reminders

Uniform Policy 
Uniform is compulsory for Years 7 through 13. Students are expected to be in full uniform while
at school and during school-based activities.

Need a pass? If a uniform item is unavailable, please provide a note from home so we can
issue a temporary "uniform pass."
Forgotten items? We can often issue uniform items on a temporary basis for those who may
have misplaced theirs or didn't quite get the laundry done in time!

Mobile Phones 
We are obliged to maintain Ministry and Government directives regarding mobile phones:

Year 10 & below: Must hand phones into the office every morning (collect at the end of the
day).
Years 11–13: May keep phones turned off in their bags.
Policy: If a phone is seen or disturbs learning, the student will be asked to put it away.
Repeated issues will require the phone to be handed into the office. This is a non-negotiable
policy, and we appreciate your support.



Secondary News

Sun Safety 
With the sunny weather, we are mindful of UV exposure.

Primary: Teachers supervise sunscreen application.
Secondary: Students are expected to take responsibility for applying sunscreen, especially
after swimming or during outdoor activities.
Availability: Fresh sunscreen (stocked Dec 2025) is available in every classroom, the gym,
and the main office.

As always, thank you for your ongoing support and understanding.

Ngā mihi,
Dan Waldie Deputy Principal



Whole School News



Whole School News: School Counsellor

Kia ora koutou, 

It gives me great pleasure to introduce myself to the Rai
Valley Area School community. My name is Trish Morgan, and I
am delighted to be joining the school as your Counsellor. I
bring over 25 years of experience in education and
counselling, and I am passionate about supporting the
wellbeing, learning, and success of all ākonga.

I have lived rurally for the past 40 years and have a deep love
for the outdoors, so I feel very much at home in a community
like Rai Valley. I look forward to working alongside students,
whānau, and staff to help create a safe, inclusive, and
supportive environment for everyone.

National Ocean Inspired Art Competition

We want to ‘sea’ your artwork.!
Art is a beautiful way to express our connection with the ocean, as well as raise awareness about the
challenges facing our marine environment. This SEA WEEK we are hosting an art competition that is
inspired by the ocean!
We challenge you to create a piece to submit connected to one of our two themes.
Themes
You can interpret these themes in any creative way you would like to!

1.How I Connect with the Ocean
2.Human Impact on Our Ocean

Materials
Feel free to use any medium you choose! From paint and pencils to sculptures using 3D objects, sand,
rubbish, the possibilities are endless! But please make sure you consider your impact on the
environment with the art you create. Please create something new for your entry and please note that
this is not a photography competition. The photograph should be of the art piece you created.
Individual submissions should be done individually; group submissions should be done
collaboratively. 

The deadline for entries is the 15th of March
All entries can be submitted by submitting a clear photo of your artwork along with some information
about you. You will also be asked for the title of your piece and a description of your inspiration
behind creating it. Submit your entries here!

Age Groups

Ika (Fish) – Age 10 and under
Whai (Stingray) –  11-16 years old
Mangō (Shark) – 17 years old and

over

New this year a group project entry!
Ranga ika (School of Fish) – Group of

2+ people ages 18 and under

https://api.leadconnectorhq.com/widget/form/5FdXsNlbFFiWommMDG9m


Primary News
Kia ora e te whanau!

Welcome back to 2026. I hope everyone had a fantastic “summer” break and is feeling re-
energised for this year. This is my first letter in the Head of Primary position and I am looking
forward to a busy and exciting year ahead. 

This term we have some great events planned, starting with our whānau evening next
Wednesday the 18th of February. Bring a plate to share, have a chat with the teachers and join
in some fun games. We will have the BBQ going. 

The following week, Year 5-8 are heading to camp at Curious Cove on the 25th. Fingers crossed
for some great weather! On the 26th, the Years 0-3 are heading to Pelorus swimming sports at
Linkwater and the following week on the 5th of March, Years 4-8 have Pelorus swimming
sports at Stadium 2000. 

Just a reminder to make sure your students are coming to school with a hat, their togs and
sunblock. We will reapply at lunchtime.

This year, primary teachers are focussing on bettering our communication with whanau. If you
have any suggestions about how we could improve, please let me know. 

Finally, we are waiting in anticipation for our new toilet block to be ready for use. We are hoping
to have it in action next week!

Jess Massey- Head of Primary
jessica.massey@rai.school.nz

Student Absence / Buses / After School Arrangements / Students arrive
late / Parent deliver or collect students

Could you please notify Pauline, when
required as soon as possible, at the
school office regarding above issues
with a reason, either by phone 03 5716
016 and leave a message or by email
(office@rai.school.nz) or personally to
the office. 

This allows up-to-date recorded
information for emergencies. If students
are late at school or leaving during
school hours: Parents need to sign in or
out at the school office. 
Thank you in advance. Pauline CALL THE OFFICE

I’M RUNNING
LATE

MY KID IS OFF 
SICK

MY KID IS OFF
THE BUS



The Year 1–2 class has had a fantastic start to the year! These first
few weeks have been all about getting to know each other, building
friendships, and learning our classroom routines. It has been
wonderful to see friendships forming and tamariki already showing
kindness and teamwork in our learning space.

We have been keeping cool with our swimming sessions, and the
children are absolutely loving being in the water during these hot
days! Alongside building water confidence and skills, we have also
been practising in preparation for the upcoming Linkwater
Swimming Sports. It has been great to see students encouraging
one another and giving things a go.

In the classroom, we’ve been busy settling into our literacy and
maths learning, practising counting skills.

It’s been a positive, happy start to 2026, and we are looking
forward to all the learning and fun ahead! 
Haley Kiddey

Primary News : Room 14 Years 0 - 2



Primary News: Room 12 Year 3, 4, & 5    + Secondary

SAFETY FIRST IN 



When we aren’t in the lab, our older students have been busy with
their technology units. The Year 7s are currently working through
their wood technology projects, while the Year 8s are based in the
kitchen for food technology. The hallway is often filled with great
aromas, and the students are developing practical skills that we
hope might even result in a few home-cooked dinners soon.

Back in our own classroom, we have hit the ground running with
our core subjects. In Maths and Reading, everyone is focused on
getting back into the swing of things, while in Writing, we have
been exploring how to create mood and atmosphere. The students
are currently practicing how to use sensory imagery to set a scene,
and it has been great to see their creativity coming through as
they experiment with different writing styles.

Looking ahead, the energy in the room is high as we count down to
our school camp at Curious Cove. From discussing cabin groups to
checking off packing lists, the anticipation is building for what
promises to be a fantastic few days of team-building and outdoor
adventure.

Reminder for Parents: Please ensure all camp medical and
consent forms are returned to Room 4 as soon as possible.

Room 4 - Year 6, 7, 8
It’s been a busy and productive start to the year in Room
4, with students settling back into their routines and
diving straight into their specialist subjects.

A major highlight for the whole class has been our twice-
weekly science lessons in the lab with Mr. Mac. We are
happy to report that despite plenty of bubbling
experiments, the school remains fully intact and Mr. Mac
hasn't blown anything up—honest! It has been a
particularly special opportunity for our Year 6s, who
usually have to wait until Year 7 to access the lab
regularly; they have stepped up to the challenge with
great focus and enthusiasm.

Safety for Students is important

Please be aware of vehicles at school
and especially at these busy times 
of before and after school.
At the end of school, students need to
wait within the school gate for the 
parent / caregiver to collect them.
If it is raining, the students can stand
on the veranda by the office or be
inside the office.

Primary News: Room 4 Year 6, 7, & 8



At Rai Valley Area School, Year 12 and 13 students have the
opportunity to do Vocational Pathways. Some of the resources
available to the students to gain employable skills are:
GATEWAY - supplies funding for students to gain structured
workplace learning.

TOTSTA - Top of the South Trades Academy. It is a partnership
between regional secondary schools, the Nelson Marlborough
Institute of Technology (NMIT), and Whenua Iti Outdoors, designed
for year 11, 12, and 13 students. The programme allows students to
remain enrolled at their secondary school while gaining practical,
hands-on vocational training (trades) in fields like engineering,
construction, hospitality, or tourism. Participants work towards
NCEA Level 2 and Level 3 qualifications, as well as specific
industry certifications, aiming to bridge the gap between school
and employment or further tertiary study. The programme is
designed to help students start training for a career while
completing their school education.

STAR - Secondary Tertiary Alignment Resource is a fund to support
students to transition to further study and employment. All Y12/13
students will be taking part in a Customer Service course, on the
26  of February, courtesy of The Learning Place to gain
employable skills in customer service.

th

This is Jackson Jenner from Year 12 who is all PPE’ed up and ready
for his first day on Monday, in his GATEWAY placement in Primary
Industries - Dairy Farming
If you have any questions please contact our TRADES/ GATEWAY/
STAR Co-Ordinator Renee Jope on renee@rai.school.nz.

Secondary News: GATEWAY, TRADES & STAR +  D.O.E

Calling all participants
A gentle reminder to all students who have comitted to the Bronze or Silver Award: please

remember to log into your account and keep your records up to date.
Nga mihi

Theresa Shepherd



Secondary News: Year 9 & 10 Team Building



Secondary News: Year 9 & 10 Team Building



In this year's Year 9 and 10, we welcomed Nelia, Jasmine and Christopher into our class. 
Early in the week, during form time and in our first health period we have been discussing the
school uniform policy.  We clarified what was uniform and what was required to be worn during
PE lessons, lunchtime sports and tournament training sessions.  All Year 9 and 10 students
should now be able to explain the 'science of sweat' and why at this age it is very important to
be changing into other clothes for exercising.  

We also focused on the school's sunsmart policy, and students developed an understanding of
continuing the sunsmart practices of Year 7 and 8  students.  At this age, we strongly
recommend students use the freely available sunscreen and wear a suitable sun hat when
outside.  We discussed how a bucket hat provides more coverage of the ears, neck and face
compared to a cap.  Another sunsmart initiative to protect students from the sun, is that
singlets are not permitted to be worn as PE clothing or during school sports practices. A t-shirt
provides better coverage from the sun. We also encourage the wearing of a rash top when
swimming, to give added sun protection.
The school has many shady areas such as under the trees, the library or in the secondary
seating area for students to sit in, to get out of the direct sunlight.  At the start of summer, in
Term 4 last year, fresh supplies of sunscreen were issued and these are available through-out
the school, in most classrooms, and includes the secondary kitchen / locker area, library, office
and hall.  

Over the year we are focusing on building independent, responsible students - students will
develop an understanding of how to be responsible for one's self (key competency of self
management).  This includes being prepared for lessons, following a timetable, having the
correct school uniform and PE uniform, being sunsmart and looking after one's property is a
focus for the year.

Thanks 
Steph Stuart 
Form Teacher Year 9 & 10

Secondary News: Year 9 & 10 form class



Secondary News: 

Swimming pool keys 
for season 2025/2026

Available from Renee Jope. 
Text 0277750083 to arrange pick up and

 signing of the pool contract for the summer.
$50 for season with $10 being refunded 
if you return your key before the end of 

Term 1 2026
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Incredible Years
Parenting Programme

 

Incredible Years is a free 14-week
programme for parents and caregivers of
children aged three-to-eight years old,
to grow their positive parenting skills.

It provides practical help and support 
focused on:

• 

• 

• 

enhancing children’s social skills 

child-led play 

using praise and enhancing positive 
behaviours 
establishing routines 

setting clear rules and boundaries. 

• 

• 

The purpose of this course is to
resource parents and caregivers with
tools to understand their children’s
behaviour and development, promote
positive parenting and healthy
communication within the family.

blenheim @ barnardos .org . nz

03 578 6491 

10am - 12:30pm

This course is suitable for parents/carers of children aged three-to-eight years.

Wednesday 4 March -
Wednesday 24 June 2026

 

CommunityHealth Hub - 
22 Queen Street, Blenheim

Atwo-weekbreakoccursduring 
school holidays.

If transport or childcare is a barrier, please let us know as we may be able to help with this.

If you would like any more information please contact Barnardos.

 22 Queen Street, Blenheim

barnardos.org.nz



Rai Valley Area School 
Thankstothebelowbusinessesforsponsoringourschoolapp: 

If you would like to advertise on the Rai Valley Area School
Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com 

To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search 
‘Skool Loop’ & choose School once installed. 

mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com



