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Kia ora Koutou

Thursday night was our 2025 school
prizegiving. It was a pleasure to celebrate with
our community the wide range of successes of
our students. Unfortunately not all students
are able to be acknowledged at prizegiving. We
held an awards assembly during  the day 
where we are able to celebrate a number of
our students.  

This year has been a year of opportunity and
success particularly for our senior students.
There have been continued opportunities in
sport and extra curricular activities.
Congratulations to our senior students on
their academic achievement.

 Without including external examination
results 100% of our year 12 and 13 students
have passed their NCEA Level 2 and 3. At this
stage of the Year 77% of the year 11 students
have achieved their Level 1. Our small class
sizes and our ability to create individualised
learning opportunities supported by our
teachers has enabled this success.
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Our primary school has been extremely busy with new Reading writing and Mathematics
programmes. The highlight for primary would have been the 2025 production. It has also been
great that a number of students have become involved in team sports.

At this time of year we farewell staff. Some are celebrating the next step in their careers while
others have a change of direction and pace.

Aimee Ballantyne, who moved to Blenheim, will be teaching at St Mary’s after beginning her
teaching journey 3 years ago in Rai.
Eli Briasco has made the decision to follow his passion to teach ESOL and literacy at Garin. Eli
taught at Rai in 2021 and returned in 2023 to teach PE and English. During this time he has
made a huge contribution to the growth of sport in our school. 
Richard Wilkins leaves us after 11 years as our guidance counsellor and Roz Freeth, who has
been in and out of Rai for a number of years tells me that she is retiring but we will continue
to see her as a relieving teacher at times. Karen Davies has also made the decision after 8
years to have a change of pace. During her time at Rai Karen has made a huge contribution
across our school. She has led the junior section of our school during some challenging times
and has contributed across a number of curriculum areas. Karen organised events in our
school and in particular her passion and vision in productions will be sorely missed.

Finally I wish to acknowledge our staff for their dedication and hard work and commitment to
our student's progress. This has not been an easy year and 2026 will bring more change and
challenge.

May you all have a wonderful Christmas and relaxing new year.
Nga mihi nui
Maree

Tumuaki's Report continued



Secondary News

We’ve almost made it. I can almost count down the minutes on my fingers and toes — if I were
a millipede.

There have been moments this term when time felt completely still, and others when it
surged ahead so quickly the weeks simply dissolved.

Year 10 Camp already feels like months ago rather than just a few weeks. We had fairly
average weather — the Year 9 tramp even had to turn back when a small stream became a
river — but the students were, as expected, stoic, and we still made the most of our time
together. The Year 10s were lucky with their weather window, heading up in good conditions
and making it back down before the deluge arrived.

A big thank you to the parents who supported the trip, to the staff from Tapawera, and of
course to the students for making my week relatively stress-free.

Exams passed in a blur (thanks to Renee), and the seniors all seemed settled and ready to take
their next steps, whether that means returning to school, entering employment, or beginning
tertiary study.

Prize-giving on Thursday the 11th was a wonderful celebration, and it was great to see the
community come together to acknowledge the excellent mahi of our ākonga and whānau.
Thank you all for the support you continue to give the school. Enjoy a well-earned summer
break, and remember to stay safe.

Dan Waldie
Deputy Principal - Secondary

The Year 9's and Ms Wiesner in the garden.

Ms Wiesner, Hunter O”Donnell, Declan

Knight and Chevonne Coetzee



Secondary News
It's been a busy few weeks for our volleyballers. 

On Friday the 28th of November Keegan and Jackson
contested the Tasman Senior Secondary School Beach
Volleyball Champs, then the following Friday Elin and

Leah played in the junior tournament, winning three of
their four games. 

On Monday the Nelson indoor league wrapped up. It
was a great night for our junior girls, playing their best

volleyball of the season and winning both of their
games. The senior Razorbacks team unfortunately lost

their final, but they fought hard to the end. 

Ka rawe, everyone. The future of RVAS volleyball is
bright!

Eli Briasco
Secondary SENCo, English and Physical Education

Teacher

Swimming pool keys for
season 2025/2026

Available from Renee Jope. 
Text 0277750083 to arrange pick up and

signing of the pool contract for the summer.
$50 for season with $10 being refunded if

you return your key before the end of 
Term 1 2026



Well, folks, this is my final newsletter article from the Primary Syndicate. It will be short and
sweet, and by the time you receive this, school will be over for another year.  
It has been a very busy and demanding year for teachers in our syndicate. There have been
numerous curriculum changes, numerous events and sporting tournaments, and lots of
sickness that has impacted the teachers and our tamariki. The summer has arrived, and I
hope everyone gets a really good break from your regular routine, plenty of sunshine, and
rest as well.

Throughout the newsletter, Renee will include lots of photos from our Supreme Team day
with the Pelorus Schools. Myself and 2 helpers, Avani and Dimitri Rossiter did so well on the
BBQ Sausage sizzle that we were able to buy a new BBQ that was quite badly needed.   
Plenty of swimming is happening, and we really encourage students to swim regularly.
Swimming builds general water confidence, and in the new year more structured lessons for
swimming will take place. Changing into togs each time, with their own towel, is the
recommended attire for each student. Not just jumping in wearing the clothes they have
been wearing all day. Hygiene factors surrounding this are important to help keep the water
healthy for everyone, and Shane, who is the person looking after the pool water quality.

Hats on everytime we are outside, is important and required,, to keep our skin safe from the
hot Marlborough sun.

Prize giving rehearsal on Thursday morning saw lots of students receive well earned
progress certificates. Not everyone can win first prize but we have seen significant progress
across our syndicate and so took the opportunity to acknowledge this as we practiced for
the main prize-giving event. Pet Day trophies were given out again after the engraving had
been finished.
Reports were given out on Thursday evening. If you were unable to attend, these have either
gone home with students on Friday or posted to your address through the normal post.

My warmest wishes to you all for a great festive season and a safe, and exciting or a
completely restful holiday season.

Goodbye and kind regards, 
Karen Davies
Head of Primary Syndicate and AP.

Primary News



Pelorus Cluster Supreme Team 2025
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Primary News

CAUGHT BEING GOOD & DUFFY CHAMPION AWARD

The last round of Duffy Caught Being Good recipients for
2025:  William Sharpe Year 5, Vincent Wiesner Year 5,

Lincoln Kennett Year 5, Mercy Ready Year 4, Aurora Young
Year 5, Jeorgie Prattley Year 5, Ivy Kiddey Year 6

CONGRATULATIONS to TOMMY MASSEY for being 2025 GRAND CHAMPION. This is
awarded for collecting the most Caught Being Good tokens for the year. He has

showed INTEGRITY, WORKED HARD, SHOWED KINDNESS and BEEN AND EXCELLENT
EXAMPLE OF A GOOD HUMAN.

Congratulations Tommy



Could you please notify Pauline, when required as soon as possible, at
the school office regarding above issues with a reason, either by phone
(03 5716 016) and leave a message or by email (office@rai.school.nz) or
personally to the office. 

This allows up-to-date recorded information for emergencies. If
students are late at school or leaving during school hours: Parents need
to sign in or out at the school office. 
Thank you in advance. Pauline

Student Absence / Buses / After School Arrangements / Students arrive late /
Parent deliver or collect students

CALL THE OFFICE

My kid is off 
sick

I’m running late

Primary News

My kid is off the bus

Hi there,

As some of you wonderful people know, I’m opening a wee childcare centre at Rai Valley Area School
— Rai Valley Nurture — which is set to open on 2nd March 2026, all going well!

I’m now looking for two full-time staff members:

One qualified and registered teacher (with a current first aid certificate)

One unqualified person who has experience working with children aged 0–5 years

I’m also looking for a couple of relievers to join our team.

If this sounds like you, please email me (Subject: Wanting to Work) along with your cover letter
and CV to raivalleynurture@gmail.com.

For the lovely families out there with young children under 5 or 6, I’d love to hear from you too!
If you’re looking for childcare Monday–Thursday, 8:30am–3:00pm, please get in touch.

Email me (Subject: Childcare Options) at raivalleynurture@gmail.com.

Cheers,
Bex 🌿



These summer holidays, we have four exciting weeks of camp, packed with fun,
friendship, and adventure! Each camp is designed for different age groups and
includes activities such as luge, rock climbing, the aquapark, epic games, and
more! Don’t miss out, spaces fill fast!
Christmas Day Camp

17 - 19 December for ages 7–13 
Day adventures full of activities and Christmas-themed games!

‘Under the Sea’ January Camps
Ultimate Camp: Ages 11–13 on the 12 – 16 January
Junior Camp: Ages 8–11 on the 20 - 23 January
Dive into a week of ocean-themed games, challenges, and unforgettable
memories!

Summer Bible Camp
27 - 30 January for ages 8 - 13
Grow in faith, make new friends, and experience the best of summer at Bridge
Valley!

School & Community News

Summer Holiday Camps at Bridge Valley!

Summer Camps @ Curious Cove

Enrolments for our summer holiday camps are now open.

Visit our website (www.curiouscove.org) to complete an online

enrolment.

Senior Camp (11 – 14 yrs) Mon 12th – Fri 16th Jan. Cost $225

Junior Camp (8 – 10 yrs) Mon 19th – Fri 23rd Jan. Cost $225

Summer Fun @ Curious Cove



Some of the Dress Rehearsal Prizegiving winners

Safety for Students is important

Please be aware of vehicles at school
and especially at these busy times 
of before and after school.
At the end of school, students need to
wait within the school gate for the 
parent / caregiver to collect them.
If it is raining, the students can stand
on the veranda by the office or be
inside the office.



Some of the Dress Rehearsal Prizegiving winners



Whole School News

The Marlborough District Council is
excited to bring back the artificial ice-
skating rink to the Blenheim CBD!
 
From Friday 23 January to Sunday 25
January, between 10am and 5pm,
head down to Liz Davidson Place and
enjoy some fun on the ice. The rink is
open to everyone for a $2 donation,
keeping it affordable so all families
can join in.
 
We’d really appreciate it if you could
share the attached poster in your
final newsletter of the year or
circulate it to your families as
appropriate.
 
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
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Incredible Years
Parenting Programme

 

Incredible Years is a free 14-week
programme for parents and caregivers of
children aged three-to-eight years old,
to grow their positive parenting skills.

It provides practical help and support 
focused on:

• 

• 

• 

enhancing children’s social skills 

child-led play 

using praise and enhancing positive 
behaviours 
establishing routines 

setting clear rules and boundaries. 

• 

• 

The purpose of this course is to
resource parents and caregivers with
tools to understand their children’s
behaviour and development, promote
positive parenting and healthy
communication within the family.

blenheim @ barnardos .org . nz

03 578 6491 

10am - 12:30pm

This course is suitable for parents/carers of children aged three-to-eight years.

Wednesday 4 March -
Wednesday 24 June 2026

 

CommunityHealth Hub - 
22 Queen Street, Blenheim

Atwo-weekbreakoccursduring 
school holidays.

If transport or childcare is a barrier, please let us know as we may be able to help with this.

If you would like any more information please contact Barnardos.

 22 Queen Street, Blenheim

barnardos.org.nz



Rai Valley Area School 
Thankstothebelowbusinessesforsponsoringourschoolapp: 

If you would like to advertise on the Rai Valley Area School
Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com 

To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search 
‘Skool Loop’ & choose School once installed. 
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