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I heard this week there are 37 days until Christmas!!
This year has absolutely raced by. 

Our NCEA students are well through their external
examinations, with another week to go. Currently
we are on track for some really pleasing NCEA
achievement results from our year 11 - 13
students. 

Last week our Kaitiaki Club joined other Pelorus
schools in Havelock for a day of planting and
environmental education.

Although there are only three and a half weeks to
go, the next few weeks are full on. 

The Year 9 and 10 students are going to Lake
Rotoiti with the Tapawera students for their annual
camp. It is a great experience for our students to
have the opportunity to meet and work with
students from another school.

There is a Teacher Only Day on Friday 28th
November, for Year 1 - 8 classes. The Primary
teachers will be going to the second day of
professional development for the new
mathematics curriculum. If you require supervision
for your child please let their teacher or Pauline
know. School lunches will not be provided that day.

The annual Pelorus Supreme Team sports day will
be held in Rai Valley on Thursday 4th December.



Tumuaki's Report continued
This is another great opportunity for our students to mix with children from other schools
and work together.

Our school prizegiving will be held on Thursday 11th December at 6.30pm. Hopefully it will be
a fine evening and we will be able to hold it outside. If not it will be in the hall, everyone is
welcome to come along. The last day of term is Friday 12th December.

In the middle of the year the school received its allocation of 5 Year property money. After
repairs and maintenance, this allocation will be spent in two key areas, upgrading the decking
in the primary and hall areas, as well modernising the school toilets. We hope that some of
the work will begin during the Christmas break.

Attendance continues to be a national focus. Our attendance stats for term 2 and 3 were a
concern but explainable with the outbreak of whooping cough in term 2 and flu in term 3
.Family holidays continue to impact our overall figures. The Ministry requires the Board of
Trustees to have an attendance plan that will be implemented at the beginning of Term 1
2026.

Congratulations to Year 4 who are sitting on 98% attendance this term
Nga mihi nui
Maree



Please Return 
End of Year
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Secondary News

Kia ora,
The seniors have now been on study leave for several weeks, and the school feels noticeably
quieter — a change that brings both its benefits and its challenges. On one hand, our “senior”
Year 10s have a chance to take a little more ownership of the school; on the other, the duty
teacher now needs to explore every corner of the grounds, as hide-and-seek suddenly seems
far easier to pull off.
So far, the exams appear to have gone very well. I’ve caught up with a number of students, and
the general feeling coming out of each exam is positive. Many have said they felt well prepared,
which is reassuring for us as teachers.
As we move into the final weeks of the term and enjoy the steadier weather and warmer days,
the school is shifting into summer mode. Our pool is now open for class-time use, and there are
more opportunities to take learning outdoors. With this in mind, a gentle reminder that hats are
helpful at all year levels. Sunscreen is also a great idea — we provide it at intervals, but if
students are swimming earlier in the day, starting off sun smart is important. Bringing a water
bottle is another good habit at this time of year.
Year 9 and 10 Camp is also fast approaching. We will be heading to Lake Rotoiti, along with
Tapawera Area School, for some (hopefully) warmer-weather activities. Last year’s camp was
held in October and saw our students encamped under tarpaulins, waking up to frozen boots
and socks — and even a fresh fall of snow for the Year 10s — what I would describe as
“character-building” conditions. (In my defence, it was only one night; the rest of the time was
spent snug and warm in the lodge, with hot food and cosy bedding readily available.)
The Pelorus Cluster “Top Team” event is scheduled for Thursday 4 December. This is when we
welcome the schools from our wider Pelorus community for a day of team building, friendly
competition, and plenty of running around. This event simply wouldn’t be possible without the
support of our community. If you’re willing to help, please contact me or the school office and
we’ll assign you an activity. You’re also very welcome to come along and watch — though you
may end up getting wet!
Looking towards the end of the year, school will finish on 12 December, with our prizegiving held
on the afternoon of Thursday 11 December.
As always, thank you for your ongoing support. Stay safe out there.
Ngā mihi nui,
Dan Waldie



Last month, our Year 9 students were introduced to both
functional pottery and artistic clay work during an inspiring
visit to the Suter Art Gallery in Nelson.

The Suter Gallery, founded by the Suter family in 1898 under
the Suter Art Society Act 1897, officially opened its doors in
1899. Bishop Andrew Burn Suter was a significant figure in
Nelson, dedicated to fostering both the arts and the
community’s cultural life. He and his wife, Amelia, were
passionate art lovers, and following Bishop Suter’s death,
Amelia donated much of their private art collection to help
establish the gallery that bears their name.

During the visit, students learned from Education Team
Leader Esther McNaughton and explored the exhibition Fire
and Earth before getting hands-on with clay to create their
own unique pieces. The workshop was both fun and
educational, allowing students to express their creativity
while gaining insight into ceramic art.

To finish the experience, the group enjoyed a well-earned
treat at the Suter Gallery Café with its stunning view over the
Mahitahi river— sipping smoothies and hot chocolates, whilst
conversing about their impressions. A quick trip to Glenduan
beach on the way back was much appreciated.

We thank Jamie Knight for being the driver and parent helper
for this trip.
Ms.Wiesner

Secondary News

Year 9 Explore Clay Art at the Suter Art Gallery Nelson
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PRIMARY NEWS

Greetings everyone.
This is the second-to-last newsletter you will get with my name on the bottom.  It has been a
pleasure to share news and achievements with you from the primary syndicate over the last 8
years.

This week has seen the opening of the school swimming pool. It was not announced openly, at
the beginning of the week,  but as Shane has managed to get the water quality just right we
had advised students on Friday last.  Most primary students had a quick dip on Tuesday
afternoon.  They can bring their togs daily now and classes will be timetabled for swimming. A
change into swimming clothes/togs and a towel will be requested for swimming each day. 
This PE activity is part of primary students' Health and PE curriculum so participation is
always encouraged.  If your child has an issue with swimming regularly  please speak with
their class teacher.

On Tuesday 11 November, two students from RVAS represented us at the Marlborough
Schools Athletics event in Blenheim.  Annie Jones entered three events and was placed 4th in
the 100m sprint final.  Tyler Payton entered all but one event and was placed 1st in the Year 8
Boys long jump.  This is a huge event with a lot of students from all Marlborough schools so
well done to Annie and Tyler.

Thursday mornings, while the library is used for senior exams, in primary, we are still having
assemblies in Room 12.  There is singing practice for the end of year prize-giving and
certificates of achievement awarded.  As parents or caregivers, you are most welcome to
attend.

For your calendar, Rai will be hosting the last Pelorus Cluster  event here at school on
THURSDAY 4th December.  It is the SUPREME TEAM event and it will run all day.  A sausage
sizzle, drinks and ice-blocks will be available and more information will come via a
Boomerang Book notice soon.

We are collecting End-of-Year prize giving trophies.  If you haven’t already returned yours
please do so asap, so we have the opportunity to engrave winners for this year and they can
be presented on the night, complete with engraving.  Pet day trophies are still at the
engravers and will be given back out as soon as they are engraved and returned to us.

Several students received certificates today for great and ‘over and above’ work progress and
attitude to learning in the classrooms.  
These were:
Rm 14 - Charlotte Payton - Always helping her classmates
              - Madison Hansen -  Trying her best and doing extra well in writing
Rm 13 - Mercy Ready -   Amazing work in Maths
             - Willow Kennett - Outstanding growth in Maths
             - Bjorn Prattley - Being  an awesome role model in Room 13
             - Conrad Horton - Excellent growth across all learning areas.
Rm 12 - Imogen Staples -    Amazing independent maths work.
             - Dawn Ready -   Always being willing to help others . 
Well done everyone.
Touch Rugby is in full-swing with the weekly Tournament each Wednesday for seniors - 

Please Return 
End of Year
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Lambs
Senior Ringcraft/Best Pet
2nd Annie Jones (Rai Valley)

Calves
Middle Ringcraft/Best Pet

2nd Kiera Fenton (Rai Valley)

Senior Ringcraft/Best Pet
2nd Catherine Partridge (Rai Valley)

Dairy Heavy
3rd Catherine Partridge (Rai Valley)

Rabbits
Middle Best Fur/Fibre
1st Ellie Thompson (Rai Valley)

Middle Care and Attention/Best Pet
1st Ellie Thompson (Rai Valley)
3rd Madison Couper (Rai Valley)

Middle Fattest Rabbit
2nd Ellie Thompson (Rai Valley)

Rabbit Trophy Champion Rabbit
Ellie Thompson ( Rai Valley)

Goats
Open Ringcraft/ Best Pet

3rd Sinclair Couper (Rai Valley)

Open Best Feral
2nd Madison Couper (Rai Valley)

Open Best Fibre
2nd Sinclair Couper (Rai Valley)

Kerry Leslie Trophy - For Care/Attention
and Stockmanship of a Lamb,Calf or
Goat by a child during the course of Group
Day
Louie Thompson (Rai Valley)

Primary News

Marlborough Boys and Girls Agricultural

Group Day 2025 Results

Thanks to Mrs Linton and the Junior teams, on Thursdays, at Lansdowne Park in Blenheim.
Thanks to Mrs Massey for all the organising and transporting you do with these 4 teams.
Have a great weekend everyone.

Ngā Mihi
Karen Davies
Head of Primary Syndicate and AP

Khloe Dunbar - 2  Place
Certificate for Natural Material
Picture 

nd



Primary News

Marine Learning Day – Motuweka Estuary
Our Kaitiaki Club had an amazing time at the Marine Learning Day in Havelock on Monday
10th November! They explored the Motuweka Estuary through kayaking, planting, and hands-
on science activities. Highlights included kayaking, testing water samples for eDNA,
discovering native and invasive plant species, and learning from local kaitiaki and
environmental experts. It was a fantastic day of learning, teamwork, and connection to our
local environment — our tamariki came away inspired to be true kaitiaki of our moana and
whenua!



Kia ora e te whānau,

The primary syndicate had the privellige of a visit from the well known local author Melanie
Drewery. She is the author of some really well known children’s picture books, such as the
Nanny Mihi series. Title’s including Nanny Mihi and the Rainbow (2001), Nanny Mihi’s
Christmas (2006), Nanny Mihi and the Bellbird (2018), and many more. This series is about
Nanny Mihi and her grandchildren, often these stories connect with nature and incorporate
Māori culture. We were lucky enough to have Melanie read some of these picture books to us,
she even shared the inspiration behind the writing of some of these books.

Melanie shared her love for writing with us. Passing on a wealth of knowledge and giving our
tamariki simple ways to support their already amazing writing skills. The students played a fun
writing game, choosing two new words to incorporate into their story every two minutes. They
thoroughly enjoyed this and it led to some fantastic pieces of writing being produced, well
done tamariki mā!

A few key take aways:
Keep your pencil moving, get your ideas down and worry about editing later.
The draft is just the bones
Mix a combination of ‘real-life’ with ‘made up stuff’ to create an interesting piece of
writing, and have fun!

I’ll leave you with some photos of Melanie’s visit, and a published piece of writing from one of
our wonderful primary students who has a creative flare for writing, Imagen Knight (10). Well
done Immy, you should be so proud of your story!

Ngā mihi nui ki a koe,
Aimee Ballantyne 

READNZ Author visit : Melanie Drewery



One Dog’s Adventure
One day, there was a dog who was going on an adventure with its owner. It found a piece of
cotton candy on the grass.

“Ooh! I want to eat this!” the dog said.

So the dog ate the grotty piece of cotton candy. It tasted extraordinary… and tasted funny.

As I was turning, I saw a bigger dog. It was bigger than me.

“Oh no!” I said. I barked to say hi.

The dog started growling. He looked at me, and I gulped. The big dog picked me up with its
mouth and tossed me. I was in the sky. I could fly! My owner saw the dog. When I got tossed
into the sky, the dog jumped away and didn’t come back.

As I explored the world from up above,

“Whoa! I can see everything!” I barked.

I fell. My owner caught me. Luckily, I was saved. I smelled the green fabric on my owner's
jersey. I just wished I could be in the soft jersey forever… not the owner, the jersey.

We went home. Then I barked at the owner to give me food. Once I got food, I was tired,
because being a dog is hard work.

As I curled up in my bed while staring into the universe, I also saw the moon.

“What a lovely moon!” I said.

In my dream, I was sprinting through a field of flowers. It felt nice… until I woke up. Just another
normal day.

“Hello, world…” I said quietly, because my owner was not awake yet. I wake my owner up by
licking them.

The end.

By Immy Knight (10)       Term 4, 2025

READNZ Author visit continued



READNZ Author visit continued

CAUGHT BEING GOOD & DUFFY CHAMPION AWARD

Willow Kennett Year 3,
Tommy Massey Year 3, Mercy

Ready Year 4

Thank you to Duffy Books In Homes for another year of books for our
Year 1 - 8 students 3 times this year. 6 books a year per child, for some

homes that is 18 new books for their home libraries.

Duffy Champion winner
Scarlett Morrison was

selected by nominations
from Primary staff for

anyone at school.



These summer holidays, we have four exciting weeks of camp, packed with fun,
friendship, and adventure! Each camp is designed for different age groups and
includes activities such as luge, rock climbing, the aquapark, epic games, and
more! Don’t miss out, spaces fill fast!
Christmas Day Camp

17 - 19 December for ages 7–13 
Day adventures full of activities and Christmas-themed games!

‘Under the Sea’ January Camps
Ultimate Camp: Ages 11–13 on the 12 – 16 January
Junior Camp: Ages 8–11 on the 20 - 23 January
Dive into a week of ocean-themed games, challenges, and unforgettable
memories!

Summer Bible Camp
27 - 30 January for ages 8 - 13
Grow in faith, make new friends, and experience the best of summer at Bridge
Valley!

THE ROOM FILLED WITH CHOCOLATE   
There once was a wonderful room filled with chocolate. It had chocolate couches, toys, beds, clothes, bags
and more. But one day someone with dark magic who hates happiness locked it up for good. At least that's
what other people thought, until a happy boy with powerful magic was born. 
As he grew up, he got stronger and was able to help the village. By the time the boy was 15, he could do more
than just help his village. He could help his whole state, by catching the dark wizard that locked that
wonderful room filled with chocolate away.  
When the boy found out about the dark wizard, he wanted to catch him straight away, but everyone in his
village warned him that if he made a mistake, even a small one, he would be frozen by the dark wizard and be
struck with powerful magic to be found dead. The boy gulped at this and was scared but he knew he had to
do what was right for his whole state. So the boy set out to find him, still scared to be burnt to death. But
just then there was a big fat boom!! Earth was crumbling apart and everyone was dying. Even the wonderful
magical young boy but he was dying with a smile on his face because the dark wizard was lying dead on the
floor. But just before the young boy closed his eyes to die in peace, he saw the room of chocolate still
standing and finally died peacefully.  

Written by Aurora Young

School & Community News

Summer Holiday Camps at Bridge Valley!



The Summer Reading Offer for parents. The last day for orders is Wednesday 19 November.
DUFFY Books In Homes News



DUFFY Books In Homes News



Whole School News

Summer Camps @ Curious Cove

Enrolments for our summer holiday camps are now open.

Visit our website (www.curiouscove.org) to complete an online

enrolment.

Senior Camp (11 – 14 yrs) Mon 12th – Fri 16th Jan. Cost $225

Junior Camp (8 – 10 yrs) Mon 19th – Fri 23rd Jan. Cost $225

Summer Fun @ Curious Cove

Sophie
Thompson on

another
awesome

Speech
Competition

win



Swimming season has started at school for students.
They can now bring their togs for class swimming.
The pool is currently closed to community and parent
use after school and on the weekends. More
information about keys will be available at the end of
the term.

Whole School News

SHAPE ART
by Oliver

Hope

BLOOD & WATER
by Rawiri

Wearing-Holmes



School & Community News

Safety for Students is important

Please be aware of vehicles at school
and especially at these busy times 
of before and after school.
At the end of school, students need to
wait within the school gate for the 
parent / caregiver to collect them.
If it is raining, the students can stand
on the veranda by the office or be
inside the office.

Shane teaching the
Year 9's about the

school water system



Could you please notify Pauline, when required as soon as possible, at
the school office regarding above issues with a reason, either by phone
(03 5716 016) and leave a message or by email (office@rai.school.nz) or
personally to the office. 

This allows up-to-date recorded information for emergencies. If
students are late at school or leaving during school hours: Parents need
to sign in or out at the school office. 
Thank you in advance. Pauline

Student Absence / Buses / After School Arrangements / Students arrive late /
Parent deliver or collect students

CALL THE OFFICE

My kid is off 
sick

I’m running late

Primary News

My kid is off the bus

Hi there,

As some of you wonderful people know, I’m opening a wee childcare centre at Rai Valley Area School
— Rai Valley Nurture — which is set to open on 2nd March 2026, all going well!

I’m now looking for two full-time staff members:

One qualified and registered teacher (with a current first aid certificate)

One unqualified person who has experience working with children aged 0–5 years

I’m also looking for a couple of relievers to join our team.

If this sounds like you, please email me (Subject: Wanting to Work) along with your cover letter
and CV to raivalleynurture@gmail.com.

For the lovely families out there with young children under 5 or 6, I’d love to hear from you too!
If you’re looking for childcare Monday–Thursday, 8:30am–3:00pm, please get in touch.

Email me (Subject: Childcare Options) at raivalleynurture@gmail.com.

Cheers,
Bex 🌿
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Incredible Years
Parenting Programme

 

Incredible Years is a free 14-week
programme for parents and caregivers of
children aged three-to-eight years old,
to grow their positive parenting skills.

It provides practical help and support 
focused on:

• 

• 

• 

enhancing children’s social skills 

child-led play 

using praise and enhancing positive 
behaviours 
establishing routines 

setting clear rules and boundaries. 

• 

• 

The purpose of this course is to
resource parents and caregivers with
tools to understand their children’s
behaviour and development, promote
positive parenting and healthy
communication within the family.

blenheim @ barnardos .org . nz

03 578 6491 

10am - 12:30pm

This course is suitable for parents/carers of children aged three-to-eight years.

Wednesday 4 March -
Wednesday 24 June 2026

 

CommunityHealth Hub - 
22 Queen Street, Blenheim

Atwo-weekbreakoccursduring 
school holidays.

If transport or childcare is a barrier, please let us know as we may be able to help with this.

If you would like any more information please contact Barnardos.

 22 Queen Street, Blenheim

barnardos.org.nz
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Rai Valley Area School 
Thankstothebelowbusinessesforsponsoringourschoolapp: 

If you would like to advertise on the Rai Valley Area School
Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com 

To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search 
‘Skool Loop’ & choose School once installed. 

mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com





