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It is hard to believe that we are in term 4 already.
In the first week of term, five of our students
took part in the Spirit of New Zealand sailing,
unfortunately the sailing was cut short by a day
due to illness but everyone had a wonderful
time.

We were fortunate to have good weather for our
annual Pet Day in week two. A huge thank you to
our community members who gave up their time
to support us with judging. Without your
generosity this event could not happen. It is
great to see our students with their pets. I would
also like to acknowledge the work that Karen
Davies and Renee put into the organisation of
the day. The Marlborough Group Day event will
be in Canvastown this year on Thursday 30th
October.

The summer sports season is underway. This
summer we have two secondary Volleyball
teams, playing in Nelson on Monday nights, as
well as four touch teams playing in the
secondary and primary grades. Thank you to
parents and staff for enabling these teams to
play.

I was fortunate to attend the NMIT Trades
Academy graduation recently. It is a great 



experience for our students to join classes with other Year 12 & 13 students from Nelson
/Marlborough secondary schools. Congratulations to Sophie Harrison who was awarded Top
Student of the Level 2 & 3 Electrical course.

Mike Dutton has joined our staff for 4 weeks starting 20th October. Mike is a trained teacher who
has been away from teaching for some time and is spending this year re-training. He will be
working with Year 10 Social Studies and English as well as some senior classes.

As a number of you will be aware there have been a growing number of measles cases,
particularly in Wellington. In the coming week Pauline will be ensuring that our information
around measles vaccination is accurate, because in the event of an outbreak at our school we are
required to provide this information to the public health nurse.

On the Tuesday after the Marlborough Anniversary the NCEA examinations begin for our Year 11-
13 students. If you have a student doing these examinations please check their timetable
carefully to ensure that they have the right day and the correct time. Most years we have
someone who misses an exam due to this misunderstanding. It is pleasing to see that the
majority of our students are on track to achieve their NCEA qualification.

Last Friday, the Kaitiaki Club, made up of students from Years 5-8,  worked with the Marlborough
District Council to plant the area by the Rai stream reserve. Caring for our environment is
important to us as a school and it is really rewarding when our students can contribute to our
community.

Finally I hope the weather treats you kindly for the Marlborough Anniversary, next Monday.

Nga mihi nui
Maree Furness

Tumuaki's Report continued



Secondary News
Kia ora koutou,

I’m pretty sure that in my last newsletter I said the weather was turning and we were gearing
up for brighter, warmer days... From now on, I will not mention the weather or the changing of
seasons — just in case I’m to blame for the winds, rain, and unnecessarily bitter cold!

Despite the temperamental “spring” we’re experiencing, the last few weeks at Rai have been
full of outdoor adventures and hands-on learning.

The Spirit of Adventure team had a great trip — unfortunately, it was cut short a day early due
to illness (from other crew members), but the students came back enlightened and hopefully
with some tales of the high seas to share.

We’ve also had some of our Seniors learning barista skills (coffee-making) and pastry-making
(Parisian style, perhaps?). Not to mention Pet Day, where the climate played ball and we were
treated to fine weather for the numerous goats, chickens, calves, lambs, rabbits, dogs, and
perhaps a guinea pig or two. I even saw a lonesome duck who told me it was not weather for
ducks… but he still seemed pretty happy watching the world go by.

Our Year 9 students also took a trip to the Suter Gallery in Nelson to get crafty with clay —
their creations are due to be fired (or “baked”) in the coming weeks.

On the environmental front, if you happen to stroll along the Rai Stream (up by the small play
area), you should see some new native plants. Thanks to the generous support of Te Hoiere
Project and Forest & Bird, our Year 5–8 students have managed to plant over 300 native
plants!

Coming up, we have the Year 9 and 10 Camp to Lake Rotoiti — a summer camp this time, so no
snow or waking up to frozen boots and socks! Alongside Tapawera Area School, we’re looking
forward to some water sports, as well as the obligatory overnight tramp — up a mountain, or
perhaps to the ends of the world (or at least the lake). More information about this camp will
be coming out shortly.

On the academic front, our Seniors are well and truly on the final stretch. They’re either
revising furiously for externals (exams) or finalising the last of their internal assessments — all
in the quest to reach that magical number of credits that will unlock exam leave.

Those students who reach the threshold will be entitled to study at home; however, we’ll still
be offering opportunities at school for those who need a little more time — or a little more
encouragement — to complete their work.

A quick reminder that Senior students must wear uniform to exams and follow all guidance
and protocols around the examination process (phones off, etc.).

Now is a great time to remind students that exam leave is for recharging, revising, and
revisiting any work for external assessments. We strongly encourage them to take these
opportunities — even if the lure of extra part-time hours at work or collecting a few more
“legendary quest items” on their favourite online game seems tempting!

continued next page.
Please Return 
End of Year

‌Trophies



Secondary News cont.

TRADES 
ACADEMY 
      2025

Congratulations to these Year 12 & 13 students for
completing their year of Trades at NMIT each Friday.
Iri Ready (Electrical), Bayley Hickson (Electrical),
Sophie Harrison (Electrical), Keegan Quirk (Sport &
Exercise), Kayden Knight (Gamification) and Paige
Couper (Gamification)
A massive congratulations to Sophie Harrison for
being Top Student in the 2025 Electrical course. This
is a huge achievement to beat out students from all
around that Top of the South.
Thanks to Kylie Fenton for driving students to Trades
on a Friday and transporting them to STAR courses
at NMIT during this year.

Our Senior students also recorded some very satisfying results in the recent round of Common
Assessment Activities (Literacy and Numeracy), with the majority gaining the qualifications
they needed. For those who still need a bit more time, the next round will be in Term 2, 2026, so
there’s plenty of scope and support available to get up to speed.

A few loose ends:
Safety at pick-up and drop-off: Please take extra care when dropping off or collecting your
children after school. The entrance coming from the Rai end is a bit of a blind corner, and
cars or buses pulling off the highway may not immediately see a stationary vehicle or
children crossing. To keep everyone safe, please pull as far into the car park as possible.

Digital device policy: We’re currently updating our digital device policies. Now’s a great time
to check in with your children about device use and time spent online. If you have any
concerns, the best port of call is Netsafe, who provide really helpful guidance on keeping
children (and yourself) safe online.

I’m sure there’s more I was supposed to include but have forgotten — I blame the inclement
weather!

As always, stay safe.
Ngā mihi,
Dan Waldie
Deputy Principal - Secondary



Secondary News

Safety for Students is important

Please be aware of vehicles at school
and especially at these busy times 
of before and after school.
At the end of school, students need to
wait within the school gate for the 
parent / caregiver to collect them.
If it is raining, the students can stand
on the veranda by the office or be
inside the office.



Secondary News



Secondary News



Please Return 
End of Year

‌Trophies

Primary News

Greetings everyone,

As I write this, week 3 is upon us already and it will be over by the time you read it. The big tick in
the box last week was having a great community and School Pet Day, without rain.  It was pretty
cold to start the morning, but it certainly brightened up after lunch.  A big thank you to all those
who entered exhibits, all the work from the teachers encouraging students to put forward
entries and for those judges in the community and parents helping also with judging and
generally supporting their children.

Big thanks to Jamie Knight and his crew and Luke Kiddey and his crew to support of the Young
Farmers Challenge.  Thanks to Farm Source for the water connection equipment and a big
thanks to Shane for having fun and getting wet with the students at that station.
If your child won a trophy can you please send it back to me or deliver to the office so we can
send them away for engraving.

A full term is still ahead of us with teachers doing lots of assessment tasks in class in
preparedness for writing reports.  It is mandatory for us to report to you twice a year in a
written format.

Two short weeks ahead of use, next (this) weekend is for Labour Weekend, so no school on
Monday 27th Oct and then the following weekend is for Marlborough Anniversary.

Renee has populated this newsletter with great photos from Pet Day.  
Here is an additional one of Jeorgie and Ellie in the sandpit with a great sand castle.  This was a
‘fill-in’ activity for students without any  animals on outdoor pet day that didn’t get
completed.  As I covered for some primary classes on Friday afternoon, several students were
creative in our outstanding sandpit.  We are lucky to have this great ‘resource’ in our
playground.

Have a great weekend everyone.  I hope the weather is kind to us.

Nga mihi,

Karen Davies
Head of Primary and A/P.

Out-of-school sports has started now for
many of our students. This is mostly Touch
Rugby and it is normally in Blenheim each

Thursday.
 Watchout for weekly notices and we will try
and have a results slot in each newsletter to
keep track, and advise the great scores and

sportsmanship.



Could you please notify Pauline, when required as soon as possible, at
the school office regarding above issues with a reason, either by phone
(03 5716 016) and leave a message or by email (office@rai.school.nz) or
personally to the office. 

This allows up-to-date recorded information for emergencies. If
students are late at school or leaving during school hours: Parents need
to sign in or out at the school office. 
Thank you in advance. Pauline

Student Absence / Buses / After School Arrangements / Students arrive late /
Parent deliver or collect students

Primary News

Room 13 has been
lucky enough to have
some Rai Valley
secondary students -
Erin and Haley teach
them some Netball
skills over a few
sessions. The tamariki
have enjoyed putting
those skills together
with a game to finish
this block of learning
off. Thanks so much
for your mahi girls!

Ngā mihi nui ki a koe,
Aimee Ballantyne

YEAR 3 & 4 SKILL DEVELOPMENT‌YEAR 3 & 4 SKILL DEVELOPMENT‌

CALL THE OFFICE

My kid is off 
sick

My kid is off the busI’m running late



PET DAY 2025
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Whole School News

Year 8 Girls’ Sports Day
Last Friday, Catherine, Amy, Olivia, Keira, and Honor travelled to Saxton Field to join
other Year 8 girls for a fun-filled day of sport. They took part in a range of activities
including Māori games, basketball, golf, hockey, and cricket. It was fantastic to see the
girls giving everything a go with such positive attitudes.
A big thank you to Mr Briasco for organising this great event.
Theresa



Whole School News



Community News

Entries are now open for the
Creative/Handmade/Student, Equestrian,

and Livestock sections. It would be wonderful
if you could include this information in your

next newsletter to parents and/or if you
wanted to get the students involved at
School that would be also be fantastic.

👉 All entries are online this year, and
schedules can be downloaded from our

website:
https://www.marlboroughshow.co.nz/entryinf

o-schedules

The Show will be a one-day event on
Saturday 8 November, 9am – 4pm. Along with

competitions, families can enjoy live
entertainment, trade sites, food and coffee
stalls, and of course, the amusement area.

Entry is just $10 for adults, and children
under 16 are FREE.

I’ve attached a poster that you’re welcome to
include in your newsletter and the three
schedules. Thank you so much for your
support in sharing this event with your
community - it’s greatly appreciated!

If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to get in touch.

Kind regards,
Alice Parkinson
Secretary

Marlborough A & P Association

03 578 5822| PO Box 115, BLENHEIM 7240 |
www.marlboroughshow.co.nz

https://www.marlboroughshow.co.nz/entryinfo-schedules
https://www.marlboroughshow.co.nz/entryinfo-schedules
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