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Kia ora Koutou

We have had an abrupt finish to a very busy
term. I hope you have all managed to stay as
dry as possible and have not been too
impacted by the last 48 hours. We had planned
on issuing reports to students on the last day
of term but obviously this has not happened.
Mr Waldie and Mrs Davies will get the reports
into the mail on Monday. They will be delivered
to your mail box sometime next week.

The second half of term has seen a rapid
increase in student and staff sickness.
Whooping cough is still lurking and there are
some nasty coughs and colds that are lingering
for 2-3 weeks. I hope the holidays will give
everyone time to rest and recover.

On Sunday, 5 of our students are heading to
Invercargill for the National Area Schools
Tournament. For our school to have 5 students
attend is a real celebration for Rai Valley.
Congratulations to Eli Briasco who is coaching
the Top of the South Volleyball teams. Thank
you to those of you who have sponsored our
team. In these financial times your donations
are really appreciated.



Have a wonderful week, Keegan Quirk, Tessa Zillwood, Bella Hickson, Elin Kiddey and Amy
Billingsley. We look forward to seeing some great results and wonderful photos.

Next term our Year 7 and 8’s have a sports exchange with Collingwood Area School. It will be a
long day but it is a great opportunity for our younger students to complete with and meet
other Area School Students.

Last week we celebrated Matariki as a school, thank you to all of you who were able to join us
during the day. Earlier this week Canvastown had to make a decision to postpone the Pelorus
Cross Country until next term. It is never easy making a decision in advance but this was
definitely the right call.

This week Mrs Davies signalled to the Board of Trustees  her intention to take early retirement
at the end of 2025 and to focus on family. Karen has been at Rai Valley for 8 years and has
contributed to our school in a number of ways. As well as being Head of Primary she has also
taught design technology and art. Currently Karen is leading the team who are organising the
junior production that will be performed on the 11th September.

Finally the Board of Trustees three yearly elections will be held in September. Our Board has
an extremely important role in the governance of the school. I would encourage you all to
think about standing for this election to enable our Board to be a reflection of our community.
Nominations for Trustees open on the 19th July.

If you wish to stand for any questions please contact a current Board member or myself.
I wish everyone a relaxing break
 

Nga mihi nui
Maree

Tumuaki's Report continued

Hope!Hope!Voices ofVoices of

Thank you Voices of Hope - Jazz Thornton & Genevieve Mora



Secondary News
Kia ora whānau,

A wet end to the term was both a positive (for some of the students, I’m sure!) and a bit of a
pain. Reports for our Year 7–9s and 11–13s are currently sitting on my desk, desperate to be
handed out to students—who will, no doubt, surreptitiously steam them open before
forensically resealing them and handing them to you. As it stands, I am working on getting
them sent out by post, and I’ll send an email to let you know once they’ve been dispatched.

Term 2 has felt like a long one, filled with an unhealthy number of bugs, coughs, and what-
nots. As such, attendance hasn’t been quite as high as expected, but we really appreciate your
ongoing support and look forward to Term 3’s crisper (and hopefully more wholesome) air.

In academic news, the results for the Level 1 Literacy reading requirements came out on
Wednesday, and as a whole, we should be proud of our students’ efforts, which led to a very
high pass rate. For those who didn’t quite meet the standard, we are already putting in place
programmes and resources to offer additional support. The end of Term 3 marks the next
round of assessments—so it’s a short hop to the next attempt.

Our senior students are well on their way academically, with many now at the halfway point of
their courses. Once reports are out, you’ll have a clear indication of how your children are
tracking in this area.

In terms of extracurricular activities, we have our sporting superstars off to the National
Tournament in Invercargill, and we wish them the very best of luck! We’ve also now selected
our five Spirit of Adventure voyagers, who are keen to start fundraising for their flights to
Auckland—so keep an eye (and ear) out for more information soon.

Over the past two weeks, we celebrated Matariki, which was a really enjoyable day for all
involved. It started off cold and overcast but turned into perfect conditions by the afternoon
for the community vs Pelorus House Ki-o-Rahi match. Unfortunately, the conditions were
almost too firm underfoot (the community had trained for treacherous weather), which meant
we couldn’t play to our usual strengths of stamina, audacity, and combativeness. The
students often slipped from our grasp and built a big lead. Defeated but not down, there’s
already talk from the sidelines of community members going on strict nutrition and cardio
plans in preparation for next year!

Congratulations to the students of Pelorus House on their well-deserved victory.

On the last Thursday of term, we had a visit from Voice of Hope, a mental health charity that
spoke to all our Year 9–13 students. It was a genuinely inspirational talk. Our students met two
amazing individuals who shared real-world experiences that resonated deeply with our young
people (and ourselves). The use of film as an analogy for life—where some scenes may be
more difficult than others—was particularly effective, especially with the reminder that
scenes can change, and we can all have our blockbuster “Hakuna Matata” moments. The key
takeaway: by talking and listening, we can make a difference and improve everyone’s “movie.”

I wish you all a restful and refreshing term break. Once again, thank you for the support you
continue to give us. Stay safe and stay dry.
Ngā mihi,
Dan Waldie D.P



Recently we had a visit from some tertiary students from Otago and
Auckland Universities, who are studying health. They came along to

help promote an interest in studying different health areas like 
OPTOMETRY, MEDICINE, RADIATION THERAPY, PHARMACISTS,

DENTISTRY.
Students were able o practice some skills like CPR and a reflex test

under the guidance of these tertiary students.

Secondary News

FUTURE OF
WORK EXPO
FUTURE OF
WORK EXPO

Secondary students recently travelled to
Blenheim for the Future of Work Expo

RURAL HEALTH
CAREERS VISIT
RURAL HEALTH

CAREERS VISIT



Primary News

Greetings everyone,
It has certainly been a busy term and a tough one for those battling winter illnesses.  As I sit
here in my dining room writing this, I have struggled a bit for the last couple of days myself, so
to find a pretty dreadful weather bomb closing the roads and school this morning, I was not
sad. I hope you are all thankful for a day at home but safe out of any high water levels too. 
Farming families, take care out there.

Primary syndicate reports are all ready.  I just need a final check and to put them into
envelopes.  I have arranged with Ms Furness that I will be in at school, weather and roads
permitting of course, on Monday, and these will all be posted out to you.  Report writing,
checking, and printing is always a complex process that requires us to get everything right and
it just takes time.  They would normally have gone out today. Our apologies.

Thank you to those parents and my team of teachers who shared learning conversations a
couple of weeks ago.  Discussions then, will be reflected in the written reports also.

Pelorus Cross Country was also cancelled due to the weather on Thursday.  We do not have a
new date yet, sometime in Term 3, when Canvastown has dried out again!  For those of you
who ordered venison burgers, I still have your order and money to process when we have a
new date.

Pirates vs Mermaids, our primary production is going well.  The singing and action is coming
along well.  Costumes are well underway and set construction has started too.
In about Week 5 of next term I may request some assistance from some parents for help with
final costume touches and set painting.  Please watch out for this.  
Also please encourage your youngsters to practice their speaking parts and their singing over
the holidays.

Two weeks ago we had our annual visit from the Life Education Mobile Classroom. We are
always keen to welcome Graeme and Harold to help spread the word of all things healthy to
complement our own health and well-being programme that is threaded throughout our
classroom tikanga.

Rest up everyone and have a nice term break.  Term 3 will turn out to be as busy as ever, I’m
sure.

Regards,
Karen Davies,  HoP SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!

1111  SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBERTHTH



Primary Room 14 News

Kia ora koutou!
This term has been an exciting and busy time in Room 14! We've had the pleasure of

welcoming four new tamariki to our classroom.
Our class has been diving into maths with the help of Numicon, and it's been a hit! The

students have been enjoying the hands-on approach and are making fantastic progress.
We've also been honing our skills on the football field, and in Ki o Rahi, learning new skills and

having a fun while doing so.
For Matariki, we are especially proud of our blanket weaving artwork. The students have been
learning the art of weaving by creating paper blankets. This activity has been more than just
an art project; it's taught us patience, creativity, and fine motor skills. More importantly, it's

been a time of sharing stories and strengthening our connections with one another.
Ngā mihi nui, Haley Kiddey.



Primary Room 13 News

Kia ora e te whānau,

The Primary Syndicate were
lucky to have Graeme Brent and
Harold the Giraffe join us for a
couple of days towards the end
of the Term for some learning
around health topics specific for
our year levels. 

Room 13 tamariki learned about
how we can keep our mind and
bodies healthy by taking care of
nine basic human needs. These
needs included food, water,
oxygen, exercise, sleep, shelter,
safety, personal hygiene, and
love and connection. The Room
13 tamariki loved the colourful
lights, the stars, the heads or
tails game, Harold's jokes and
they were extremely excited
when the life-sized version of
Harold the Giraffe walked into
Rai Valley Area School and into
Room 13. 

Thanks so much Graeme and
Harold for a great time and
valuable learning!

Ngā mihi nui ki a koe,
Aimee Ballantyne.



Term 2 Week 9
Felix Leov Year 2
Joy Harrison Year 2
William Waldie Year 7 (Our Duffy
Champion) 
Andrew Ready Year 2
Stanley Nicol Year 2
Mylee Thompson Year 1

Whole School News

DUFFYDUFFY
CAUGHT BEING GOODCAUGHT BEING GOOD

Term 2 Week 7
Pyper Knight Year 3
Harley Partridge Year 3
Mia Dunbar Year  1
Charlotte Payton Year 2
Tommy Massey Year 3
Louie Thompson Year 1

Matariki Art



Whole School News

Safety for Students is important

Please be aware of vehicles at school 

and especially at these busy times of 

before and after school.

At the end of school, students need to wait within

the school gate for the parent / caregiver to collect

them.

If it is raining, the students can stand on the

veranda by the office or be inside the office.

Student Absence / Buses / After School Arrangements / Students arrive late /

Parent deliver or collect students

Could you please notify Pauline, when required as soon as possible,
at the school office regarding above issues with a reason, either by

phone (03 5716 016) and leave a message or by email
(office@rai.school.nz) or personally to the office. 

This allows up-to-date recorded information for emergencies. If
students are late at school or leaving during school hours: Parents

need to sign in or out at the school office. 
Thank you in advance. Pauline

The triennial election voting
day for the Board of Trustees
is set for 10th September
2025. 
Nominations open on Friday
18th July and close on 08
August. 
Those on the parent roll that
we have email addresses for
will receive an email with
information otherwise you will
receive information by regular
post. 
All nominations must be
entered online, including
paper nominations. 
If there are any questions, our
Returning Officer, Alan Curtis,
is happy to help 
Contact:
allscots@gmail.com or
Allscots Associates, PO Box
10105, Te Mai Whangarei, 0143
or 021 667 841
or Christine McDonald at the
school.



Whole School Matariki News



Whole School Matariki News

Maori Fry Bread 

Weaving

Ki-o-rahi

Haka & Waiata



Whole School News



Whole School News

More Matariki Art 

What does Matariki mean to you?

PLAN FOR

THE FUTURE

FAMILY

REMEMBERING THOSE THAT 

HAVE PASSED

MAORI NEW YEAR

WHANAU

SHARING

KAI



Whole School News

WE W
ILL MISS YOU! 

Fi & Zi, we will miss
the energy and

knowledge you bring
to tamariki every

Friday when Kiwi Can
visit in Rai Valley  .

Thank you for
teaching them
resilience and

kindness along the
way.

We wish you all the
best with every new

adventure you go on.

On Monday the 23rd of
June, Madalyn Sharpe

competed in the Tasman
Secondary Schools

Equestrian Champs. She
and her team were

awarded the
Sportsmanship Award,

which was great
recognition for their efforts
throughout the day. Maddy

said it was an amazing
experience and she is

already looking forward to
next year’s event. Well

done, Maddy, we’re very
proud of you!

In year 9 science we
are currently studying
digestion in the
human body. Here
Declan is proving you
can in fact eat bread
when upside down
due to the muscular
contractions of the
esophagus.

Ngā Mihi,
Mr Mac 

Year 9 Science



Community News
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Community News

July Holiday Camp

Programme @ Curious Cove

This year we are running a Junior Special camp the first week of the July holidays and in
the second week, we are running our popular Fishing Camp. The special part of the

Junior camp is an extended age group (8 - 11 yrs) and the specialty camps (Fishing and
Fire & Ice Camp over Matariki weekend ) are for limited numbers for those keen on

those areas.

Visit our website (www.curiouscove.org) for more details and to complete an online
enrolment to secure a place. You will receive a confirmation email with further details,

including what to bring, departure times, etc.

July Junior Special Camp 2025
Mon 30th June - Fri 4th July 2025

Ages 8 to 11 years
Cost = $225

July Fishing Camp 2025
Mon 7th - Wed 9th July 2025

Ages 10 - 14 yrs
Cost = $125 CLICK HERE TO ENROL

Payment is due on enrolment
to our account at Westpac :

A/c Name - Teapot Valley
Christian Camp A/c No - 03

0751 0103553 000
Please use your child's name

and camp attending (eg:
Fire/Jun/Fish) as reference.

Tony & Jane Ross
Camp Managers

Bridge Valley Holiday Programme
Hey kids! We have some fun coming up these school
holidays at Bridge Valley. From 7th-11th July, we are
hosting day camps with a Virtual Reality theme! These
camps are for ages 7-13, and include the following:
Bus ride to and from camp each day (stops from Nelson
to Brightwater)
A tasty lunch and snacks
$2 canteen each day
Activities such as rock climbing, archery, mini golf, luge,
kayaking, and more.
Virtual Reality themed outdoor games
Check out our website to register or to find out more.
www.bridgevalley.co.nz
(03) 541 8465

Kind regards,
Caitlin Clementson
Holiday Programme Coordinator

https://www.curiouscove.org/holiday-camp/
https://www.curiouscove.org/fishing-camp/
https://www.curiouscove.org/holiday-camp/camp-enrolment/


Community News



MOI STEAMS HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
STEAMS Holiday programmes by Ministry of Inspiration at 

Nelson Intermediate- 7-11 July

MON-TUES and THURS-FRI
Drag race CO2 cars:

Given a basic block of wood, students must design and build a car that is powered by a CO2
cartridge. MON-TUES is designed for 9-11 year olds while THURS-FRI is designed for age 12+.

This is sure to be a FUN workshop!

Aluminium Flowers and Engineering Challenges
This workshop is designed for youth to use soda cans to create art, primarily flowers but it

could be lots of different things! Students will also be challenged to think on their feet while
outwitting others in engineering/thought challenges.

WED
Robocup Jr.!!!

Robocup Jr is for those youth who are creative story tellers, builders, engineers, and/or
coders. In teams of 4, youth will write a script, design and build a set, design and build

costumes, and code robots to perform their skit! This is a fun creative day!

TBA-Cooking and Science

Tickets here:
https://events.humanitix.com/july-holiday-programme-nelson-intermediate

https://mcusercontent.com/a24661e5495609e4f0357f331/files/c34c51f5-d0b5-2cd8-a14f-
81196190028e/STEAMS_Holiday_programmes.01.pdf

Community News

https://mcusercontent.com/a24661e5495609e4f0357f331/files/c34c51f5-d0b5-2cd8-a14f-81196190028e/STEAMS_Holiday_programmes.01.pdf?mc_cid=529c2633ac&mc_eid=c160301511
https://mcusercontent.com/a24661e5495609e4f0357f331/files/c34c51f5-d0b5-2cd8-a14f-81196190028e/STEAMS_Holiday_programmes.01.pdf?mc_cid=529c2633ac&mc_eid=c160301511
https://mcusercontent.com/a24661e5495609e4f0357f331/files/c34c51f5-d0b5-2cd8-a14f-81196190028e/STEAMS_Holiday_programmes.01.pdf?mc_cid=529c2633ac&mc_eid=c160301511


RENWICK SCHOOL
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JOIN US FOR A GREAT DAY!
 

ST

Childrenwill navigatea coursewith a variety

ofchallengesandobstacles. 

Expect a lotoffun andsome mud!

The course is over farm land, up and down hills.

YEAR 3 – YEAR8can enter.
 

2.5 km course with 15 obstacles.

If you would like any more info, please contact us at:

toughkidz.renwick@gmail.com

2547 Waihopai Valley Road.

 Enter at:
https://events.humantix.com/renwick-school-tough-kids

GREAT
SPOT 

PRIZES!
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