


Tumuaki's Report

Our People:

Principal: Maree Furness

Primary Leader: Karen Davies

Secondary Leader: Dan Waldie

Primary Senco: Jennie Brook-Watt

Secondary Senco: Eli Briasco

Learning Support Coordinator: 
Theresa Sheppard

Executive Officer: Christine McDonald

Receptionist: Pauline Agnew

Caretaker: Shane Dearman

Rai Valley Area School 

6700 SH6, RD 2 Rai Valley

Marlborough 7192

Telephone: (03) 571 6016

Email office: office@rai.school.nz

Web address: www.rai.school.nz

Rai Valley Area School

Newsletter 

Our Details:

 Issue No.14|    15th November 2024

Kia ora koutou
The end of the school year is now a little over 3
weeks away. Our NCEA students are also
halfway through their examinations. At the
beginning of this term, we were fortunate to
run a defensive driving course for some of our
year 12 and 13 students. This was generously
funded by REAP.
The Leo Club led by Ella Jenner ran a
successful quiz night and raised over $2000
for community projects and school sports.
They have also run a food drive for donations
towards the Community food pantry. Thank
you to everyone who has donated to this
cause. The Year 9 and 10 form classes won the
competition for the highest percentage of
donated items.
It is pleasing to see the uptake of weekly
summer sports. We have a secondary
Volleyball team entered into the Monday night
Nelson competition and 5 touch teams playing
in Blenheim on Wednesday or Thursday
evenings. Recently Jess Massey took 2 teams
to the Marlborough Kai-o Rahi Tournament.
There is a year 9&10 tournament coming up in
Nelson and we also have a volleyball
tournament at the beginning of December



Tumuaki’s Report con’t

Over the past few weeks, Markos has been coming in weekly for skills training on Wednesdays. I
appreciate the additional coaching support. Congratulations to Keegan Quirk who was
selected for the Kahu Basketball Academy team and played Auckland as part of the SAS
Australasian Slam Tournament over Labour weekend in Basketball in Auckland.
Congratulations also to Amy Billingsley who has been chosen for the Nelson Football under 17
team and is training for Nationals early in 2025
This term we have two teachers-only days, this gives teachers time so that staff can work on
planning for 2025 and work with external providers together. The Ministry of Education has
finally released the new Mathematics and Statistics curriculum for Years 1-8 and the English
curriculum for Years 1-6. 
Highlights in the next few weeks include a Kiwi-can Wet and Wild session on Friday 29th
November and Pelorus Cluster Top Team on Thursday 6th December. Prizegiving at 6.30 pm
on Monday 9th December and the final day is Tuesday 10th December. Kiwi Can Wet & Wild
29th November
Kia ora koutou
Maree

I chose to do a dolphin because it has been my favourite animal since I was
little and I
love the water which reminds me of dolphins and how playful they are.

My choice of colours were because they looked bright and playful. They
complimented the dolphin nicely and the shape of the cut out was just a fun
shape and like water ripples.

I did big and small dots to fill in the gaps and I chose the way the dots go
because it looked fun and didn't power the dolphin. BELLA HICKSON



Secondary News

We have had a wonderfully quiet period with the Year 11-13 students in and out for external
assessments. It has been encouraging to catch up with many of the students once they have
left the exams and share in the reserved, but also deserved, positivity they have had. We have
also been able to use this time to accommodate those students who were seeking extension
tasks and taking advantage of the opportunity to work alongside them, and help them build
towards their future pathways, has been a real privilege.

In years 7-10 we have also had an opportunity to see students step up and take a bit more time
in the limelight. They have kept themselves busy involved in sports and activities at lunchtime
and after school. We have had the Makos in, sent various teams off to touch and ki-o-rahi so it
has continued to be a busy term.

As we look forward to 2025, we are already building up our plans for the year, with course
booklets and options being finalised as well as looking at ways we continue to build community
spirit within the school.

2025 is shaping up to be an epic year and we all look forward to leading the charge alongside
you all.

nga mihi
Dan Waldie

Haast Eagle by Sophia Wiesner

Parrot by Erin MacKenzie

Little Bush Moa by Erin MacKenzie



Secondary News

NMIT Trades Academy 2024 has seen a small group of our
senior students head to either Blenheim on a Thursday or
Nelson on a Friday to take part in their chosen field of
interest.
This is the 3rd year in a row one of our Rai Valley students
has come top of their class. This year was the Carpentry
course. Well done Ella Jenner.
These students also completed the year at their selected
trade course, Lawrence Stewart - Gamification, Dylan
Aldridge - Mechanical EngineerIng, Seth Staples -
Aeronautical Engineering, Bayley Hickson - Beauty, Ella Dow -
Automotive Engineering.

NMIT TRADES 2024
NMIT TRADES 2024

NMIT TRADES 2024
NMIT TRADES 2024
NMIT TRADES 2024



Greetings everyone, 
It is hard to believe that there are only 3 weeks and a couple of days left of our school year.
Primary and secondary teachers are busy with TOD’s that help us discuss and understand the
new government changes to our English and mathematics curriculums. The first of these
being this Friday.  
Primary teachers are also spending many hours drawing together a comprehensive report for
your children to bring home to you in the last few days of school.  A lot of thought always
goes into these.  It also helps all teaching staff with the transition of students from one year
level to the next, in readiness for starting the new learning year.

As part of the Pelorus Cluster events we here at Rai, are due to host our last event, which is
our Top Team event to be held here at school on Thursday 5th December.  All students from
Canvastown, Havelock, Linkwater and Waitaria Bay will join us for a great day of games and
fun activities in a mildly competitive way.
Previously  Sport Tasman and then Mr Wilson have had the coordination of this event, but
this year it will fall to me.  I am mostly underway with the organisation and some additional
teaching staff will help me.  On the day, Thursday 5th Dec,  it would be great to have some
volunteers to help cover the 12 different activities that will be happening simultaneously so I
would love to hear from you.  Please contact me through the office, email or text and I will get
an info pack out to you next week.

Teachers are also discussing  academic and sporting achievements of our students at
present.  We need the return of any end of year trophy your child may have received last
year, so we can get the engraving completed in readiness for this year’s prize giving.  Please
return these to the school office as soon as possible.

We are always hoping that the weather has picked up at this time of the year, so children need
a sunhat at school everyday and to wear this when outside playing.  Sunblock each morning is
helpful.  We can help with both at school but their own is best.  Togs can come to school
regularly now also as we try to get in a swim most days when the weather is hot and sunny.
The ability to float will be a focus for us while we have young students in the pool.  Practising
this in the family bath is great for the youngest members at our school.

Looking forward to seeing lots of families at our prize-giving.  Please put Monday 9th Dec on
your calendar.

Regards,
Karen Davies
Head of Primary Syndicate 
and AP.

Primary News 

Seagull by Erin MacKenzie



Primary News 

We have had our first ever Kaitiaki meeting this week.
Sarah and Abby from Te Hoiere project taught us about
tracking tunnels and traps. We had a go at building our
own tracking tunnel to see what kind of pests we have

around school. We've got some big plans around
predator control, improving our natural environment

and helping with local sustainability projects.
Watch this space to find out how you can get involved.

LAMBS
Senior Ringcraft / Best Pet : 3rd ANNIE JONES
Senior Care / Knowledge : 3rd ANNIE JONES
Open Best Breeding Ewe for Prime Production : 2nd ANNIE JONES

CALVES
Middle Ringcraft / Best Pet : 2nd KIERA FENTON
Middle Care / Attention : 2nd KIERA FENTON
Dairy Light : 3rd KIERA FENTON

GROUP DAY 2024 RESULTS

GOAT
Open Best Feral : 1st MADISON COUPER
Open Best Fibre : 1st MADISON COUPER



Kiwi Can News



Student Absence / Buses / After School
Arrangements / Students arrive late / Parent

deliver or collect students
Could you please notify Pauline, when required as soon as possible, 
at the school office regarding above issues with a reason, either by 
phone (03 5716 016) and leave a message or by email (office@rai.school.nz) or personally to
the office.

This allows up-to-date recorded information for emergencies.

If students are late at school or leaving during school hours:
Parents need to sign in or out at the school office.

Thank you in advance.
Pauline

Whole School News

mailto:office@rai.school.nz


Whole School News

Huias by Amy Billingsley Pigeon by Bill Partridge



School News 

Penguin by Elin Kiddey



Whole School News



Community News



CommunityNews



Register and get vaccinated 

on the day to go in the draw to

win a YOUKNOW hoodie* of

your choice. *

COMMUNITY
VACCINATION CLINICS

Two events upcoming:

MARLBOROUGH YOUTH TRUST
REDWOOD ST

THURS 21ST NOVEMBER 3-7PM

CROSSROADS
REDWOOD ST

THURS 28TH NOVEMBER 3-7PM

Come along and find out if you are fully protected
Scan the QR code to register your interest 

For more information please call

Public Health Nurses Wairau - 03 520 9914

4 hoodies

up for grabs.

Tamariki to Adults sizes



2021-2024

Cookies

2oth November 2024
12-3165-0348666-000     RVAS XMAS COOKIES

RAISING MONEY FOR  RVAS SPORTS FEES

Drop orders to Rai Valley Area School office or email Renee renee@rai.school.nz



CommunityNews

COOKING TIME FUNDRAISER NOW ON.
We are raising money to help families

subsidize sports fees, so please help by
buying a bucket or 2

You can find an order form in this newsletter.



CommunityNews



 Pelorus Area Health Trust 

Hot Soup Run 
Every Friday hot soup is served with a bread roll and a sweet treat, either delivered to those

who would like it in their own home, or served in the Community Lounge 

Community Group Meetings 
Different community groups meet in the lounge on a regular basis from the local Knitters

Group to the Havelock Lions 

Health Drive Sessions 
Different health practitioners can use the lounge to run a drive on a particular health issue

whether it be a vaccination clinic or a session on elder abuse 

Health & Well-being Information Centre 
One corner of the lounge is dedicated to information on anything health and well-being.

Pop in anytime to grab a pamphlet on a health issue that concerns you. 

Drop-in for a Cuppa, a chat or some assistance 
The Community Lounge is available for anyone who needs some assistance, a download or

a cuppa. 
Check our website www.PelorusAreaHealthTrust.co.nz for more information and like us on 

Facebook facebook.com/CharitableTrustHealth 

PSUI Alzheimer’s Support Day 
Every Monday the Lounge is used for a group who get support, activities, morning and

afternoon tea and lunch. 

Cancer Society Counselling Sessions 
Once a month the Cancer Society provides a counselling session for those affected by a

cancer diagnosis 

 What is happening in our 
Pelorus Community Lounge: 

Harakeke Hub 
Every 2nd Tuesday of the month, 2.30-4.00pm. A chance to connect.

Just bring yourself and meet up with others for cuppa, cake and chat!! 

We need more volunteers for our 2 Charity Shops and in our Community Lounge. Half day 
shifts or whole day shifts available. 

http://www.pelorusareahealthtrust.co.nz/
http://www.pelorusareahealthtrust.co.nz/
http://www.pelorusareahealthtrust.co.nz/



