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The end of Term 3 has finally arrived.
Illness for staff and students has continued
to be an issue. I hope that the holidays will
give everyone time to recover their health
as Term 4 is short but busy.
 
The Years 9 and 10 had a great outdoor
education camp with Tapawera at Lake
Rotoiti this week.  It was a chance for our
students to make new friends and to work
with students and staff from another
school.
 
Congratulations to Elliott Hatcher who is
the new Student Trustee to the Board of
Trustees. Thank you to Fraser Hill who has
been the Student Trustee for the last year.
This is an important role as it is an
opportunity for the student's voice to be
heard directly.
 
The first Wednesday and Thursday of
Term 4 will be the annual Pet Day.  Please
work with your children to finish entries
and get pets ready over the holidays.  The
busy term for Primary continues with the
junior production happening on the 16th of
November.
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Calendar Dates

Term 4 
Monday 9th October

Pet Day (Indoors)
Wednesday 11th October

Pet Day (Outdoor)
Thursday 12 October

NCEA Exams start 
6th November 

At the beginning of this month, we had Neysa
Kiosumi work with students on digital safety.
This week there have been a couple of issues
where younger students are accessing content
that is not appropriate for their age.  I am
aware that some of our senior students have
sent friend requests to primary and
intermediate-aged children for them to follow
on Snapchat and Instagram. As a result, they
are exposed to whatever content the senior
students are sharing.  As parents, please check
your children’s phones and monitor who they
are linking in with.
 
Term 4 is the examination term for our senior
students. The second round of Literacy and
Numeracy assessments is in week three of the
term and the NCEA examination begins in
week five. Years 10 to 12 students will also
start making their subject choices for 2024
from the end of week one.  There will be the
opportunity for individual interviews to talk this
through with students and their families.
 
Next term we will have two secondary  
volleyball teams that will play in Nelson on
Monday nights. There will be three touch
teams, in the 4-8 age groups playing touch
teams in Blenheim on Wednesday or Thursday
evening.  Mr Briasco is also trying to organise a
mini-tournament for some of the Years 7 - 10
students.
 
Finally, I would like to thank Mrs Kiddey for
stepping in this term to teach Years 1 and 2  
students.  She has done an amazing job and
the students have loved having her.  Next term
we welcome Mrs. Brook-Watt who will be
taking the class.

Have a wonderful holiday break.
 

Noho ora mai
Maree



Greetings Everyone

Last week, yipee! Students have been out to
Maud Island with Mrs Massey and Sam
Thompson on Monday and Tuesday. They
dodged the weather to have a good trip.  Some
photos will be elsewhere in this newsletter.

The first week of Term 4 will involve everyone
in our annual Pet Day.  If you have some
flowers you could bring to us on the
Wednesday morning for sand saucers that
would be appreciated.  This day will be spent
getting all exhibits into the hall and judging will
take part in the afternoon.  Pets come on
Thursday for the outdoor day. These dates are
Wednesday 11th and Thursday 12th October.

Our Production is progressing well and almost
all costumes are completed.  Any
encouragement for singing…even in the
shower, or in the car would be great over the
holidays.

At the Primary Syndicate assembly on
Thursday there was a group of students who
performed a great Matariki dance routine and
received their certificates.  Lookout for this
great routine in our Production.

On the first day of the new Term we will be
welcoming a new teacher to Room 14.  Her
name is Mrs Jennie Brook-Watt.  There will be
a welcome for her (powhiri) at school first thing
on the Monday morning (9th October). If you
have a child in Room 14 and you would like to
attend, please be down at the Primary
Syndicate classrooms by 8.40am.

We thank Mrs Kiddey for her work in this room
over the last term. 

Primary News

Marno de Kock

I would personally and publicly like to thank my
team of teachers for all their hard work this
term. Things have been particularly busy and
challenging as both students and teachers
have been very busy and some unwell at the
same time.  Special thanks to Mrs Ballantyne,
who is our ‘Beginning Teacher’ and has the
biggest class in the school I believe.  Thank you
for all your work Aimee.  Thank you to Mrs
Massey, for stepping up nearly every week for
something that needs extra support, from both
students and myself. And thanks also to Mrs
Kiddey and Mrs Neal for your extra work in
Room 14.

Have a great break everyone and I hope you all
manage some restful time with your families.

Nga Mihi
Karen Davies and the primary team



Primary News

Rai Valley Netball - Mrs Jess Massey

Sports at Rai Valley has really taken off this year
with many children getting involved and trying out
new sports. 
This year we had a junior netball team competing in
the Intermediate grade in Nelson at Saxon Fields on
Saturdays. The team was made up of girls from
Year 6 to Year 8, we also had one Year 4 student in
the team! It was great to see the girls improve from
week to week and become more competitive and
skilled in their playing. 
On Sunday the 3rd of September we held a small
prize giving for the girls. Congratulations to the
following girls who took home trophies and the rest
of the team who were also just as deserving!

Most Improved Player: Annie Jones

Sportsmanship: Scarlett Morrison

Most Valuable Player: Erin MacKenzie

 



Maud Island  
What better way to spend the last Monday of Term 3
than spending the night on an exotic island? That is
exactly what ten lucky children got to do on our annual
trip to Maud Island in the Marlborough Sounds. After a
stormy weekend we were expecting a rolly trip out to the
island but were pleasantly surprised by calmer seas than
predicted. As always we were treated with an exciting
array of wildlife that we never get to see on the
Mainland. The gecko were a resounding favourite of the
children and adults! 
A big thank you to Sam Thompson for his help on the
trip, Miranda from DoC who organises these trips for us,
Richard de Hamel  who provides his wealth of
knowledge on the trip and finally Nick, Jen, Theo and
Georgia for their accommodation!

School & Community News

Marno de Kock



The years 7/8 Languages class enjoyed a very chocolate-rich French
breakfast today. 

Students learned to order their items individually orally in French,
saying "He voudrais deux croissants s'il vous plait" and showing off
their good manners. Helpers were very busy spreading chocolate

spread on to croissants and pieces of baguette, which were served
with chocolate milk. 

Tidy up afterwards was efficient to ensure a hazelnut free
environment, so well done, tres bien tout le monde! 

Bonne vacances! 
Ms. Wiesner 

Marno de Kock

School & Community News



School & Community News

Photos from Lake Rotoiti 
Trip with Tapawera

Years 9 & 10 
A big thanks to Jamie Knight  
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Key School Dates for 2023




