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The last couple have weeks have been impacted
by student and staff illness. Earlier in the term our
attendance rates we over 90%. In the last two
weeks, our attendance is sitting at 77%.
Congratulations to Years 1, 4, and 5 whose
classes all have an attendance rate of 93% or
higher. Staff illness has meant that we have had
to combine some classes as there are no relief
teachers available.

Congratulations to the Student Council, led by
teacher Claudia Wiesner, and the school
representative of the Lion's Club, Ella Jenner,
organised Daffodil Day for the school. Primary
teachers, had their classes busy making very
beautiful Paper Daffodils, artistic Daffodil
Collages, paintings, and other activities
celebrating the day. A respectable amount of
$372.50 was raised. 

Two of our Year 10 students have the amazing
opportunity to join the NZ Spirit of Adventure for
the last week of school. They will fly to Auckland
with eight other TOSI students and sail from
there for five days. We expect to hear a lot from
Elina and Elliott on their return.

Also in the last week of school our Year 9 and 10
students are going to be joining Tapawera Area
School for an Outdoor Education Camp at Lake
Rotoiti. This will be exciting to experience in an
alpine region as well as building friendships with
other students from another school. 
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Calendar Dates

Preliminary Exams
Mon 11th - Thurs 14th September

Lake Rotoiti with Tapewera School
Years 9-10 Camp

Mon 18th - Thurs 21st September 

Maude Island Junior School
Mon 18th - Tues 19th  September 

BOT Meeting - School Library 5.15pm
Thursday 21st September

Pet Day (Indoors)
Wednesday 11th October

Pet Day (Outdoor)
Thursday 12 October

After School care is back this year.
For bookings and enquiries contact 

Renee Jope on 027 775 0083. 
It will be based out of the library again.

Rates are $5 per child per hour

Last Monday and Tuesday Neysa Koizumi worked
with our students in their classes around digital
safety.  Thank you to parents who attended the
workshop for parents on Tuesday evening. Neysa
has left some booklets for parents who were
unable to attend (in the school office). It is really
important for parents to have an awareness of
their child's digital world.

Now is the time for our Year 10-12 students to
start thinking about their subjects and courses for
2024. The senior subject choice book will come
out in the last week of school and students will
make their initial course selections in week 1 of
Term 4. There will be an opportunity for parents
and students to book individual meetings to
discuss what courses will suit their child.

Entries for summer sports are now open. Next
term we will have a secondary volleyball team
that will play in Nelson on Monday nights. There
will be two touch teams, a Years 7 & 8 as well as
a Years 4-6. The touch teams will play in
Blenheim on Wednesday or Thursday evenings.

Finally, the organisation for Pet Day is well
underway. Please support your child with their
entries and the school holidays would be a
perfect time to finish off projects.

I look forward to seeing you all on the 11th and
12th of October.

 
Noho ora mai
Maree



Primary News

Greetings Everyone

Term 3 is in Week 8 already with lots of things
happening.
Duffy Books came for a presentation this Monday for
all the Primary students.  This is a valuable resource
for the children at our school and we thank Renee for
all the work she does for us towards this initiative.

Pet Day is getting closer. Students can be working on
their project both at home and at school. Pet day-
indoor exhibits are on Wednesday 11 October and
Outdoor Pets and activities are on Thursday 12th
October.  This is the first week back at school in Term
4.

A great number of school photos were taken last
Thursday.  The proofs of these have arrived and will be
distributed this week so you have time to make your
choice/ selection and get your orders in.  It is always
interesting watching children ‘smile on demand’.

There is still a lot of cough, cold’s and other bugs
going around. Please keep your children at home so
they can recover quickly.

Items, singing and costumes are all coming together
for our Primary Production on November 15. In the
next two weeks the teachers and I will look at all of
this together and give you an update before the
holidays. Costume needs may just be black bike pants
or shorts, boys shorts and or leggings for the girls and
a black or white t-shirt.  We also have some at school
so we will try these first and let you know what is still
required.

Along with my primary teaching duties I have spent
Term 3 helping in the Fabric Technology room. Year 9
and 10’s have been practising their sewing skills and
making a creative apron with double front pockets and
movable cord or fabric attached ties. Lawrence
Stewart, with some help from Mrs Bellerby, has made
a great example.  See his photo with me.
Some students have also researched a great
invention…the sewing machine. Included is Lawrence’s
research about this.

Nga Mihi
Karen Davies and the primary team

Marno de Kock

Gareth Woodley

Erin MacKenzie

Marno de Kock

Hunter O’Donnell



The first sewing machine was invented in
France in the year of 1830 by Barthelelmy
Thimmonier, a French tailor. A tailor is
somebody that makes clothes. Sewing
machines made clothes easier and faster to
make. More clothes could be made and this
made them cheaper for people to buy.

An interesting fact was that women had more
time when they could use a machine and not
sew anything by hand  
By Lawrence Stewart.

Year 7-8’s have been busy in the Art Room
with me also working on a unit of printing.
Check out some examples of these prints. All
students will have the opportunity to enter
these pieces in the art section of the Pet Day
indoor entries. Watch out for this great work.

Stay warm and safe everyone.

Karen Davies
Head of Pri
6 Sept 23.
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Marno de Kock

History of Sewing Machines
 



We had a very successful Daffodil today with Rai Valley Area School
students making daffodil flowers and collages in their classrooms,

whānau and teachers baking delicious cakes, students painting nails
and in the background listening to "A spoonful of sugar" and "You've

got a friend in me."

We raised $372.50 with the help of our student council and the local
Lion's club.

Marno de Kock
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Daffodil Day Fundraiser
 



Marno de Kock
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Daffodil Day Fundraiser

Queueing up for the
bake sale

Room 14 
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Key School Dates for 2023




