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This week we have finally returned to some
normality with the buses back running and most of
our roads open. I would like to acknowledge all of
you who are still being impacted by the heavy rain
and subsequent flooding. I know there are wide-
ranging effects and some of these are not always
obvious. It was great that the school facilities could
be used to support our community.
 
Civil Defence hosted the Prime Minister, Mayor,
local iwi representatives, and guests in the library
last Thursday. Our students were very excited to
see the helicopter land and to be acknowledged by
the Prime Minister and Mayor. The Air Force gave
the opportunity for students to look around the
NH90 Helicopter while it was on the field.
 
On Monday, Theresa Neal began as our Learning
Support Co-ordinator. Theresa is replacing Debby
Upsall and comes to this role with a lot of
experience. Theresa is already known to some of
you and in the coming weeks will be available to
meet parents.

We finally had our cross country yesterday. After
this being cancelled in previous years and this year
due to the flooding, it was a relief for it to finally
happen. Many thanks to the parents and family
who arrived to support their children. It was a great
morning and I would like to thank Michael who
picked up the organisation of the event, for a great
effort.
 

Our Details:

 Kia ora koutou,
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CALENDAR DATES 
 

RVAS Primary Dress up Day
Thursday 16th September

 
Book Fair Ends

Friday 17th September
 

Cross Country - Pelorus
23rd September

 
End of Term Three

Friday 30th September
 

RVAS Pet Day
26th & 27th October

 

This weekend our Years 7 and 8 football team
will be playing in Rai for their final game. This
team has worked hard throughout the season
with regular practices and weekly games. They
have been really fortunate that Brigette Payton
and Mark Hope have given up their time to
coach, as well as having a lot of parent support.
Their game is at 10.00 am on Saturday morning
if you wish to come and support them.
 
The new Board of Trustees will hold its first
meeting on Monday 12th September. Thank
you to the new trustees for volunteering their
time for this role. The new Board of Trustees is
Jamie Knight, Justin Morrison, Glen Hatcher,
Kristen Aldridge, and Sarah Hope. Jessica
Massey will be the new staff trustee and Tania
Billingsley will remain as a co-opted member.
Finally, I would like to acknowledge the amazing
contribution from outgoing board members,
Tony O’Donnell(Chair) Gabrielle Pooley, Nadine
Massey, and Renee Jope(Staff Trustee) for their
hard work and support for our school.

Noho ora mai
Maree

Student Absentees / Buses / After School
Arrangements / Parent collecting students

Could you please notify Pauline, when required as
soon as possible, at the school office regarding the
above issues with a reason, either by phone (03
5716 016) and leave a message or by email
(office@rai.school.nz) or personally to the office or
by a written note (boomerang book).

This allows up-to-date recorded information for
emergencies.

If students are late at school or leaving during school
hours:

Students or parents need to sign in or out at the
school office.

Thank you in advance, much appreciated.



Greetings Everyone,
The big event for the week has been the cross
country run on Thursday as laps around our field, it
was great to see lots of people participating.  House
teams gain points from all the participants.  On
Friday 23rd September the Years 1-8 will participate
in the Pelorus Cluster Cross Country at Canvastown.
A notice asking for assistance with transport will
come via your child’s boomerang book early next
week. Mrs Massey will be the Teacher-in-Charge of
this event for me, as I will be away in Reefton for
some Professional Development for Literacy.

Later in the newsletter you will see some
writing from one of our new students.  Eddie
Neal described a photo of him and his dad in a
big gap on their farm.  Thank you for the photo
Mrs Neal and your great bit of writing Eddie.

I personally would like to thank everyone who
helped make getting through our recent
‘weather bomb’ just that little bit easier.  I know
it impacted hugely on some and not so much
on others, but it was an impact to everyone
nevertheless. It has been fabulous to see
everyone back at school and some sunshine as
well.  

If there are still families who would benefit
from some help in any way, please feel free to
contact myself or send a message to your
child’s teacher.  The community of Rai Valley
has shown its true colours of resilience but
people are weary, some exhausted and some
could still do with a little help.  Please reach out
to us.

Primary News - Pet day Info

PET DAY - Update: 
I hope everyone has had a good look at the Pet
Day Schedule and have made a plan of what you
would like to enter.  Good projects for over the
holidays.
If you need pet diaries for lambs, rabbits, calves or
goats please see Renee or Mrs Davies.

Regards,
Karen Davies
Head of Primary Syndicate.

Our School and Community Health Nurse,
Rebekah Blease, has moved on to another role

in the Health Sector.
We would like to acknowledge Rebekah's
expertise in assisting students, staff and

community with their needs, which was much
appreciated.

Rebekah was always available to listen to all
concerns, had a positive attitude, wonderful

advice and was very helpful.
We wish her all the best in the future.

 
BELOW IS OUR NEW SCHOOL NURSE

ANGIE MILLS WHEN & WHERE
 



Kia ora Whanau and the wider community,

I’m Theresa Neal. I have taken on the new role of
Learning Support Co-ordinator for the TOSI Kahui
Ako.  I cover a wide area but am based and spend
most of my time working in the Rai Valley Area
School.

I come from a Primary Teaching background
where I taught Years 0 - 6 and have held many
roles such as Bus Monitor, Team Leader, Reading
Recovery Teacher, and SENCO (Special
Educational Needs Co-ordinator).  I have worked
in a range of schools in Mapua, West Auckland,
and England.  

I have a vast knowledge of using Structured
Literacy in the class and have worked with a range
of students, some of which have both
undiagnosed and diagnosed Neurodiversity and
the 4D’s: Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Dyscalculia, and
Dysgraphia.  I am not a master of any but I am a
lifelong learner. 

My time at school at the moment is spent getting
to know your children, reviewing student records,
supporting the SENCO, making connections with
outside professionals, and also supporting
parents/whanau.

Over the next coming weeks, I’ll be around the
school gate to introduce myself so please come
and say hello. I understand that many students
come to school on the bus so if you need to make
contact, please either email or phone details
below.

I look forward to meeting many of you in the
coming weeks.

Theresa Neal
Learning Support Co-ordinator
theresa.neal@rai.school.nz or 571 6016 Ext
703

School News - 



Cross Country 2022

It was wonderful to finally get this event away and the
students didn’t disappoint. All the races from Years 1-2
through to the senior races were all fiercely competed. Well
done to the place getters (see the list below) and to
everyone that entered. It was also lovely to see a good
number of parents there.  

The house competition was also close and the overall
winner will be announced at assembly next Thursday.

Unfortunately, three Dads had the audacity to beat me in a
parent lap. They should report to my office for after school
detentions. They know who they are :)

Mike Wilson

 
 
 

Sports & Community News



Sports & Community News

SKI TRIP
On Friday the 12th of August, a lucky group of
Year 8 to 10 students travelled to Rainbow Ski
Field for a day of skiing and snowboarding. We
got lucky with a stunning day of weather and
great snow conditions up the mountain. Many of
our participants had not skied or snowboarded
before and after a lesson everyone was keen to
test out their new found skills. We would like to
thank Tasman Sport who facilitated the day, as
well as Antonia and Tony O’Donnell for all of
their help and support in making this day
happen! We hope to be able to keep this day
happening for years to come!

 



THANK YOU
 

For all your nominations for the Board of Trustee parent election.
There was no need for a voting election as we had 5 Parent spots and we got 5 nominations.
Congratulations to our new board Parent representatives: 
Glen Hatcher - parent to Holly and Elliot
Sarah Hope - parent to Sam and Oliver
Kristin Aldridge - parent to Cody and Dylan. 
Also our re-elected members:
Justin Morrison - parent to Scarlett 
Jamie Knight - parent to Kayden, Cooper, Declan and Imagen. Will join our co-opted members Alison McAlpine and Tania
Billingsley and our Principal Maree Furness.
Congratulations to our new staff trustee, Jessica Massey who teaches Years 5 & 6.
I’m sure you will bring as well as gain new skills and knowledge as you go on this journey.
Student elections will happen later this month.
 
Returning Officer Renee Jope

Sports & Community News

Thanks you to the outgoing board members Tony O'Donnell, Renee Jope, Nadine Maisey, Gabrielle Pooley. It has been a
massive 3 years for the outgoing board, they were the first board post ministry intervention, they had a change of
executive officer, start of new property plan.

They have been a great team to work with, all bringing different strengths to the table.

Together with staff they have brought in health and safety plans, uniform updates, code of conduct documents, solar
installation at the school, building of the principal and LSC block, refurb of the primary, mou with Tasman rugby, increased
sporting engagement, upgrade of the courts and playgrounds. All balanced through COVID.

Probably many things we have forgotten to mention.

Thank you for putting your hand up, giving up time for meetings, reading endless documents, zooming in, overseeing
construction projects, swinging a hammer, chainsaw or getting in with your tractor.



BY KAYLA GARDINER

Sports & Community News
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Sports & Community News

Students at school helping feed the community
 and food donations for the kitchen 
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