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Kia ora,

It is my great privilege to finally make it to the
"almost" front page of the newsletter.
For those who are not aware, Maree is
currently on sabbatical, and as a result, I have
made the step up and am now the designated
Acting Principal for this term.

 What this means (in reality) is I now have the
authority to sign forms, answer the phone,
have important meetings, and generally ensure
the school remains running as effectively as it
was before I moved my office chair across the
walkway. It is a role that comes with some
genuine challenges, but is also a position that
allows me to see the inner machinations of the
education system and how diverse and
complex all the strands are that go into an area
school.

It also gives me insight into the hard mahi that
our staff do within the classroom and outside
(which I saw before, but as the "big boss," I can
now share the community pride in another
light).



We had an amazing Pet Day! The condensed format seems to work well and the students all had
a great day, supported not only by the weather but all of you that contributed (either through
judging, providing animals, baking, transporting)... days like this show just how great the Rai
Community is.

I also had the privilege of attending the NMIT Trades Graduation. It was great to see our students
graduating, and is just another example of the amazing opportunities that we at Rai are able to
access on our doorstep.

In terms of in-school assessments, we have Seniors leaving for exam leave from next week (exam
leave starts on the 9th of November, so last day for Seniors before study leave is Friday 6th
November) – for more information and advice on the external assessment process, please visit
NZQA Whānau Information.

We also received the final round of Common Assessment results (assessments in Reading,
Writing, and Numeracy) for 2026. Traditionally, these assessments are first attempted when our
students reach Year 10 and upwards and are the benchmark for Literacy and Numeracy
Achievement in NZ schools. However, this year we encouraged and cajoled our Year 9 cohort to
attempt them. Our results (considering we sent in a cohort that was typically a year younger
than National Averages) were very encouraging, and I would personally like to extend my thanks
and pride to all students who sat the exams, as it was a huge step up for them and they all
deserve recognition for the hard work they put into giving them a go.

On the extracurricular front, we are in the final stage of organising the Year 9/10 camp. This is
being held later in the year so as to be a true "Summer" camp. Once again, we will be teaming up
with Tapawera Area School, but whereas we usually go to Lake Rotoiti and the lodge there, this
year we are getting even more in touch with nature by organising nights under canvas (or the
modern tenting equivalent) and having a focus on watersports (paddleboarding/swimming) as
well as a walk into Abel Tasman National Park (with the carrot of getting a fast boat trip back).

None of what Rai Valley students get to experience would be possible without the support of you
as whānau, friends, supporters, helpers, and community members.

Ngā mihi nui – stay safe,

Dan Waldie
Acting Principal - Term 4 2026
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WHOLE SCHOOL TEACHER ONLY DAY MONDAY
16‌  NOVEMBER‌TH 

(EXCEPT THOSE STUDENTS SITTING NCEA EXAMS 

Reminder 



Term 4 is always an exciting term with lots of fun and exciting things happening and this term
is no different. Last week we celebrated our annual Pet Day and it was great to see so many
children out enjoying the day with their whānau and pets. Thank you to all of the wonderful
judges, stewards and helpers that came along for the day. Your contribution is so
appreciated. 
Friday the 30  is our Pelorus Cluster Athletics Day at Blenheim’s Athletic Park which should
be a great experience at the athletic ground for our students. 

th

Swimming- as the weather warms up, we look forward to the opening of the school pool. This
is currently undergoing maintenance, specifically removing rust from the bars that surround
the pool. Shane is working hard on this, and the paint and chemicals will need time to cure
before he can refill the pool for use. Class teachers will notify you when the pool is ready to
use. 

Term 4 is also about preparing for the year ahead. It is our intention to have classes and
teachers organised for next year, so you and your child are aware, as soon as possible. We
are working hard behind the scenes to ensure we have answers for you as soon as possible.

Communication- we are trying a new system where we send correspondence to parent’s
through our student management system. We want to ensure that all parents are receiving
emails and I know there has already been hiccups with this system (not including my shocking
spelling. I promise I can spell!). Please let us know if you would prefer paper copies of notices
and we will continue to send them home for those students.

Primary News

So far this term...

Upcoming
Events

Athletics Day- 30  Oct

Motor X event- 29  Nov

Top Team- 4  Dec

Prizegiving- 8  Dec

th

th

th

th

Final day- 9  Decth



Whole School News

Lillies by Keira Wearing-Holmes

Poem and Art by 

Catherine Partridge

Yea 9 ArYea 9 Ar  Year 9 Ar 



Please return all End of Year
Prizegiving Trophies ASAP so

these can be ready for this years
prizegiving

SShh
aannee''ss  CCoorrnneerr

Sh
ane’s Corner

Whole School News

What to Bring to Exams
Clear plastic bag: Bring all equipment into the
exam room in a clear plastic bag.
Approved stationery: Pens (black or blue),
pencils, and an eraser.
Calculators: Must be silent, hand-held, non-
printing, and run on their own power with
memory cleared.
Admission slip: Carry your official NCEA
admission slip with you. 
Be in correct uniform for all your exams
A positive, can do attitude.



Secondary News : NZQA NCEA Exams



Secondary News

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS  CONGRATULATIONS 
TESSA ZILLWOODTESSA ZILLWOOD  TESSA ZILLWOOD 
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News From The Board of Trustees

This month's Board of Trustees meeting was slightly different as Maree is on sabbatical. This
term we have Dan Waldie joining our team as Acting Principal. We also welcomed our newly
elected Student Representative- Sophia Wiesner. As a board, we really appreciate the role
of the student trustee and having their voice heard is important. 

It was very positive to hear about student success from the latest CAAs- reading, writing
and numeracy exams, that saw a large number of our students passing. Congratulations to
those students and well done to the Year 9s and 10s who gave it a go. 

As a board, we are still looking for another parent or community representative to join us.
Being part of the board is a great way to support the school, have your voice heard and
learn a little more about behind the scenes. If you are interested in joining, please reach out
to the school. 

We also discussed the current fundraising that is taking place with calves being raised for
the school to sell for fundraising. This is a huge commitment from farmers in our
community. We want to acknowledge these farmers, their handwork and generosity around
this. Also thank you to Spud Johnsen, Sarah Hope and Kristin Alridge for organising this. 

On the 29th of November RVAS and Mt Rimu will be hosting a Kahuta MC Motocross event.
This is another great fundraising opportunity for our school. We will need to provide
marshalls on the day and will sell food. If you are available to help, please let me know. 

Until next time, ka kite
Jess Massey- Staff Representative 
jessica.massey@rai.school.nz

Congratulations to our CAUGHT
BEING GOOD superstars this week.

Kelci Abraham Year 5
Tawhiti Lepper Year 4
Danni Harper Year 1
Jack Burrow Year 6 
Theo Alvarez Year 1
Charlie Denby Year 1

CAUGHT BEING GOOD 



Art News

Year 13 student Lorna O’Donnell has started up this business as part of The Young
Enterprise Scheme for her Business Studies subject.

She would love our support with this.
Great work Lorna!



Community News

LOOKING AHEAD
2026

Term 4, last of school, Wednesday 9 December.

2027
TOD, Thursday 28 January,

TOD, Friday 29 January,
First day students back to school, Monday 1 February.



R e d e f i n i n g  H e r i t a g e  R a i L

since 1972

Make this Christmas one to remember and climb aboard Steam Incorporated’s heritage train for a festive railway
adventure from Blenheim to Seddon on Sunday the 13th December. Gather the family, bring your Christmas 

spirit and step back in time aboard our beautifully restored heritage train as we travel through the spectacular
Marlborough countryside. There’ll be a heritage train, beautiful scenery, a festive stop in Seddon — and, of course, a

very special visitor waiting at the other end.... 

Sunday 13th December | Departing Blenheim Railway Station at 8:45am, 11:40am, 3:05pm 
GeneralAdmission(3+) - $49 | FamilyPass(4People) - $169 | Infant(2&Under) - FREE SCAN FOR TICKETS!

Student Absence / Buses / After School Arrangements / Students
arrive late / Parent deliver or collect students

Could you please notify Pauline, when required as soon as possible, at the school office
regarding above issues with a reason, either by phone (03 5716 016) and leave a message
or by email (office@rai.school.nz) or personally to the office. 

This allows up-to-date recorded information for emergencies. If students are late at
school or leaving during school hours: Parents need to sign in or out at the school office. 
Thank you in advance. Pauline

I’m RUNNING LATE
My kid is off 

sICK

CALL THE OFFICECALL THE OFFICE

My KID IS OFF THE BUS
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SUTER ART GALLERY - Whānau Friendly
SUN 25 OCT 10am – 11.30am

UPPER TRAFALGAR STREET
SAT 24 OCT | 12PM – 9PM

TRAFALGAR CENTRE 
SAT 31 OCT, 7PM

MOTUEKA LIBRARY 
SAT 24 OCT | 10AM & THE
BIG SPRING STREET PARTY
SAT 24 OCT 2.30PM

Don’t miss all our whānau-
friendly events this year! 

NELSON ARTS
FESTIVAL 2026
FREE

SHOW ME
SHORTS

VALENTINA

 

THE BIG SPRING
STREET PARTY

TUNE UP

MACHINE DE
CIRQUE

LEVITY BEET – 
BAMBOO BUCKET BOING

SUTER ART GALLERY -- FRI 30 OCT |
1PM + SAT 31 OCT | 10.30AM 

Comejoin the fun!

KIRBY LANE 
FRI 23 OCT | 5.30 - 8.30PM

OCT 22- NOV 01

FREE

FREE
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2026
Sunday6December

Paradestarts 2.30pm
Followed by a concert and prizegiving on the Foreshore

PRIZES TO BE WON!
Best CommunityFloat&BestBusiness Float

Get your fl oat registration form from
The Picton Bookshop, 28 High Street, Picton

Registrations close 27 November 2026

For more information contact Beryl Bowers
027 488 6824, 573 6885 or bowers@xtra.co.nz
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