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Kia ora,

It is my great privilege to finally make it to the
"almost" front page of the newsletter.

For those who are not aware, Maree is
currently on sabbatical, and as a result, | have
made the step up and am now the designated
Acting Principal for this term.

What this means (in reality) is | now have the
authority to sign forms, answer the phone,
have important meetings, and generally ensure
the school remains running as effectively as it
was before | moved my office chair across the
walkway. It is a role that comes with some
genuine challenges, but is also a position that
allows me to see the inner machinations of the
education system and how diverse and
complex all the strands are that go into an area
school.

It also gives me insight into the hard mahi that
our staff do within the classroom and outside
(which | saw before, but as the "big boss," | can
now share the community pride in another
light).

Our Details:

Rai Valley Area School

6700 SH6, RD 2 Rai Valley
Marlborough 7192
Telephone: (03) 571 6016
Email office: office@rai.school.nz

Web address: www.rai.school.nz

Our People:

Acting Principal: Dan Waldie
Acting Deputy Principal: Jess Massey
Secondary Senco: Theresa Shepherd

Primary Senco: Theresa Shepherd

Learning Support Coordinator:
Theresa Shepherd

Executive Officer: Christine McDonald
Receptionist: Pauline Agnew

Caretaker: Shane Dearman




Tumuaki's Report continued

We had an amazing Pet Day! The condensed format seems to work well and the students all had
a great day, supported not only by the weather but all of you that contributed (either through
judging, providing animals, baking, transporting)... days like this show just how great the Rai
Community is.

| also had the privilege of attending the NMIT Trades Graduation. It was great to see our students
graduating, and is just another example of the amazing opportunities that we at Rai are able to
access on our doorstep.

In terms of in-school assessments, we have Seniors leaving for exam leave from next week (exam
leave starts on the 9th of November, so last day for Seniors before study leave is Friday 6th
November) — for more information and advice on the external assessment process, please visit
NZQA Whanau Information.

We also received the final round of Common Assessment results (assessments in Reading,
Writing, and Numeracy) for 2026. Traditionally, these assessments are first attempted when our
students reach Year 10 and upwards and are the benchmark for Literacy and Numeracy
Achievement in NZ schools. However, this year we encouraged and cajoled our Year 9 cohort to
attempt them. Our results (considering we sent in a cohort that was typically a year younger
than National Averages) were very encouraging, and | would personally like to extend my thanks
and pride to all students who sat the exams, as it was a huge step up for them and they all
deserve recognition for the hard work they put into giving them a go.

On the extracurricular front, we are in the final stage of organising the Year 9/10 camp. This is
being held later in the year so as to be a true "Summer" camp. Once again, we will be teaming up
with Tapawera Area School, but whereas we usually go to Lake Rotoiti and the lodge there, this
year we are getting even more in touch with nature by organising nights under canvas (or the
modern tenting equivalent) and having a focus on watersports (paddleboarding/swimming) as
well as a walk into Abel Tasman National Park (with the carrot of getting a fast boat trip back).

None of what Rai Valley students get to experience would be possible without the support of you
as whanau, friends, supporters, helpers, and community members.

Nga mihi nui — stay safe,
Dan Waldie

Acting Principal - Term 4 2026

ehninder 2@
WHOLE SCHOOL TEACHER ONLY DAY MONDAY 1=
16™ NOVEMBER |

(EXCEPT THOSE STUDENTS SITTING NCEA EXAMS




Primary News

So far this term...

Term Y is always an exciting term with lots of fun and exciting things happening and this term
is no different. Last week we celebrated our annual Pet Day and it was great to see so many
children out enjoying the day with their whanau and pets. Thank you to all of the wonderful
judges, stewards and helpers that came along for the day. Your contribution is so
appreciated.

Friday the 30™ is our Pelorus Cluster Athletics Day at Blenheim’s Athletic Park which should
be a great experience at the athletic ground for our students.

Swimming- as the weather warms up, we look forward to the opening of the school pool. This
is currently undergoing maintenance, specifically removing rust from the bars that surround
the pool. Shane is working hard on this, and the paint and chemicals will need time to cure
before he can refill the pool for use. Class teachers will notify you when the pool is ready to
use.

Term Y is also about preparing for the year ahead. It is our intention to have classes and
teachers organised for next year, so you and your child are aware, as soon as possible. We
are working hard behind the scenes to ensure we have answers for you as soon as possible.

Communication- we are trying a new system where we send correspondence to parent’s
through our student management system. We want to ensure that all parents are receiving
emails and I know there has already been hiccups with this system (not including my shocking
spelling. I promise I can spelll). Please let us know if you would prefer paper copies of notices
and we will continue to send them home for those students.

Upcoming
Events
Athletics Day- 30™ Oct

Motor X event- 29" Nov
Top Team- 4™ Dec
Prizegiving- 8" Dec

Final day- 9™ Dec




Whole School News

Up & Coming Key School Dates for 2026

Monday 2nd November T4 W4 MARLBOROUGH ANNIVERSARY - NO SCHOOL

Thursday 5th November T4 W4 Senior Reports go out

Friday 6th November T4 W4 Seniors last day (if exam leave approved)

Friday 6th November T4 W4 Year 9 Girls Volleyball Competition in Nelson

Tuesday 10th Nevember T4 W5 MNCEA External Exams begin : TIMETABLE IN THE NEWSLETTER
Wednesday 11th November T4 W5 Clued Up Kids Year5 & 6

Monday 16th November T4 Wé TEACHER ONLY DAY WHOLE SCHOOL (except exam students)
Tuesday 24th - Thursday 26th T4 W7 Year 9 & 10 Camp @ Kaiteriteri/Abel Tasman

November

Friday 27th November T4 W7 Year 9 Ki-O-Rahi tournament

Sunday 29th November T4 W7 MotoX fundraising event - Morrisons farm

Friday 4th December T4 W8 Pelorus Cluster Supreme Team @ Rai Valley

Monday 7th December T4 W9 Volunteer Morning Tea

Tuesday 8th December T4 W9 Prizegiving

Wednesday 9th December T4 W9 LAST DAY OF TERM 4 2026

Thursday 28th January 2027 TEACHER ONLY DAY WHOLE SCHOOL

Friday 29th January 2027 TEACHER ONLY DAY WHOLE SCHOOL

Monday 1st February 2027 Tiwil WHOLE SCHOOL STARTS Year 1-13
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Poem and Art by
Catherine Partridge

Lillies by Keira Wearing-Holmes




Whole School News

Please return all End of Year
Prizegiving Trophies ASAP so
these can be ready for this years

? prizegiving ?
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Mana Tohu Matauranga o Aotearoa ”
MNew Zealond Qualifications Authority \

What to Bring to Exams

Clear plastic bag: Bring all equipment into the
exam room in a clear plastic bag.

Approved stationery: Pens (black or blue),
pencils, and an eraser.

Calculators: Must be silent, hand-held, non-
printing, and run on their own power with
memory cleared.

Admission slip: Carry your official NCEA
admission slip with you.

Be in correct uniform for all your exams

A positive, can do attitude. -

BEES SPEND AROUND 5-8 = =
HOURS SLEEPING EVERY DAY.
THEY OFTEN NAP INSIDE
FLOWERS AND ARE SOMETIMES
SEEN HOLDING EACH OTHER’S
FEET WHILE RESTING




Secondary News : NZQA NCEA Exams

2026 EXAMINATION TIMETABLE
Examinations available digitally shown in blue
Date Session | Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Scholarship
Tue 10 AM Mathematics and Geography Dance Classical Studies
Nov Statistics Latin
PM Te Ao Haka Japanese Digital Technologies | Media Studies
Samoan
Wed 11 AM English
Nov PM Gagana Tokelau Te Ao Haka Cook Islands Maori Geography
Korean
Thu 12 AM English Chemistry
Nov PM Physics Earth & Chinese Physics French
Space Science Te Ao Haka
CANTERBURY ANNIVERSARY DAY (Fri 13 Nov)
WEEKEND
Mon 16 AM French Lea Faka-Tonga Calculus Samoan
Nov Te Reo Maori
PM Te Reo Maori Chemistry German Statistics
History
Tue 17 AM English Accounting
Nov PM Geography Dance Biology Art History
Korean
Wed 18 AM History Art History Health Physics
Nov Japanese
PM Physics Economics Psychology
Thu 19 AM Mathematics & Making Music Economics
Nov Statistics Spanish
PM Chemistry & Biology | Accounting Biology
Fri 20 AM Biology Chinese
Nov Drama
PM Religious Studies Cook Islands Maori Chemistry Agricultural &
Drama Horticultural Science
WEEKEND
Mon 23 AM Japanese French Latin English
Nov Psychology
Te Reo Rangatira
PM Spanish Business Studies Agricultural & Earth & Space
Horticultural Science | Science
Tue 24 AM Commerce Agricultural & Statistics Te Reo Rangatira
Nov Horticultural Science
PM History Geography
Wed 25 AM Health Studies Te Reo Rangatira Lea Faka-Tonga Calculus
Nov PM Science Classical Studies Accounting Drama
Thu 26 AM Digital Technologies | Media Studies Te Reo Maori
Nov PM Vagahau Niue Health Media Studies Chinese
Fri 27 AM Reo Maori Kaki Economics Music Studies Spanish
Nov ‘Airani
PM Digital Technologies Art History History
WEEKEND
WESTLAND AND CHATHAM ISLANDS ANNIVERSARY DAYS (Mon 30 Nov)
Tue 1 AM Social Studies Earth & Space Classical Studies Te Reo Maori
Dec Science
PM Lea Faka-Tonga Music Home Economics Digital Technologies
Wed 2 AM Agricultural & German French Japanese
Dec Horticultural Science | Social Studies
PM Gagana Samoa Earth & Space Religious Studies
Science
Thu 3 AM German Home Economics Korean
Dec PM Chinese Education for Business Studies
Sustainability
Samoan
Fri 4 Dec | AM Spanish Social Studies German




Secondary News

SAMOA

RILEY FINUCANE

BRONSON LAHINA

JAMAL VAITUPU-BACHOP

ELI POLATA

URUAHI IHAKA-TANGOHAU

TE HIKAWERA PAUL-PENE

NGAMATAKEREWHANA TEAEKI

NGATAI MANE

ALAIRAH PULETAHA-RAPANA

TAIMAANIA NEPE

HINERANGI MITCHELL

MILA GEE

SADE LARKINS

ARIA-JOY BARKER-PULE

PAYTON AUSTIN

TESSA ZILWOOD

CHARLOTTE O’BRIEN

Heap coacH TROY TAWHAI manaGER PENNY O’BRIEN

manAGEMENT RAMARI PAUL
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News From The Board of Trustees

This month’s Board of Trustees meeting was slightly different as Maree is on sabbatical. This
term we have Dan Waldie joining our team as Acting Principal. We also welcomed our newly
elected Student Representative- Sophia Wiesner. As a board, we really appreciate the role
of the student trustee and having their voice heard is important.

It was very positive to hear about student success from the latest CAAs- reading, writing
and numeracy exams, that saw a large number of our students passing. Congratulations to
those students and well done to the Year 9s and 10s who gave it a go.

As a board, we are still looking for another parent or commmunity representative to join us.
Being part of the board is a great way to support the school, have your voice heard and
learn a little more about behind the scenes. If you are interested in joining, please reach out
to the school.

We also discussed the current fundraising that is taking place with calves being raised for
the school to sell for fundraising. This is a huge commitment from farmers in our
community. We want to acknowledge these farmers, their handwork and generosity around
this. Also thank you to Spud Johnsen, Sarah Hope and Kristin Alridge for organising this.

On the 29th of November RVAS and Mt Rimu will be hosting a Kahuta MC Motocross event.
This is another great fundraising opportunity for our school. We will need to provide
marshalls on the day and will sell food. If you are available to help, please let me know.

Yo

Congratulations o our CAUGHT
BEING GOOD superstars this week.
Kelci Abraham Year 5
Tawhiti Lepper Year 4
Danni Harper Year 1
Jack Burrow Year 6
Theo Alvarez Year 1

Until next time, ka kite
Jess Massey- Staff Representative
jessica.massey@rai.school.nz




Art News
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Featuring original artwork X(L i
by Madeline Art P—fe e 4

INCLUDES ONE CARD & ONE ENVELOPE
Universal cards for any occasion

* AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT: +
b The Brick Oven RVAS ¥ The Coffee House
Rai Valley Office W raivally
——— ..us,\g’-:-;“_ — =
Year 13 student Lorna O’Donnell has started up this business as part of The Young

Enterprise Scheme for her Business Studies subject.
She would love our support with this.

Great work Lorna!




Community News
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COST $5/VEHICLE - NO EFTPOS S
ALL PROCEEDS GO BACK TO THE PELORUS COMMUNITY - BYO BEVERAGE AND CHAIR

p
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CHOOL FUNDRM

LOOKING AHEAD
'(,‘ 2026

Term 4, last of school, Wednesday 9 December.

2027
, y TOD, Thursday 28 January,
L s TOD, Friday 29 January,
SCHOOL First day students back to school, Monday 1 February.




Student Absence / Buses / After School Arrangements / Students
arrive late / Parent deliver or collect students

Could you please notify Pauline, when required as soon as possible, at the school office
regarding above issues with a reason, either by phone (03 5716 016) and leave a message
or by email (office@rai.school.nz) or personally to the office.

This allows up-to-date recorded information for emergencies. If students are late at
school or leaving during school hours: Parents need to sign in or out at the school office.

Thank you in advance. Pauline
AY KID IS OFF THE BUS Y KID IS OFF

[ RUNNING LATE SICK
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¥y

Make this Christmas one to remember and climb aboard Steam Incorporated’s heritage train for a festive railway o

adventure from Blenheim to Seddon on Sunday the 13th December. Gather the family, bring your Christmas E ¢
spirit and step back in time aboard our beautifully restored heritage train as we travel through the spectacular oy ¥=KF
Marlborough countryside. There'll be a heritage train, beautiful scenery, a festive stop in Seddon — and, of course, a

very special visitor waiting at the other end....

Sunday 13th December | Departing Blenheim Railway Station at 8:45am, 11:40am, 3:05pm
GeneralAdmission(3+) - $49 | FamilyPass(4People) - $169 | Infant(2&Under) - FREE

Be part of your child’s early learning

For 85 years, we've welcomed whanau to play, learn and grow - together.

Join your tamariki to explore, create and connect while building confidence as
a parent within a supportive community.

Visit a Marlborough Playcentre in Blenheim, Renwick, Spring Creek, Picton, or
Seddon.
Find us at www.playcentre.org.nz or on Facebook p layceh'l'l'e g‘



Community News
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- TABLE TENNIS

. Monday nights | 6:00pm-8:00pm

BADMINTON

7 Thursday nights | 6:00pm-8:00pm

Q@ Havelock School Hall Cﬁgﬁ,:l‘“}?t,y:
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g ' SUNDAY 22 NOVEMBER 2026
e Waihopai Valley




University
of Otago

OTAKOU WHAKAHU WAKA

School of Performing Arts

UNIVERSITY OF

Turn your P
collaborate,

erformance.

assion ik pa yibrant music community.

and performin

WHY STUDY MUSIC PERFORMANCE?

Weekly one-on-one No audition required
lessons for group lesson options

Perform in bands, choirs, Gain valuable performance

vocal groups and experience and peer feedback

ensembles through workshops

Explore classical, : .

contemparary, jazz, 6 Flexible pathways with up to

musical theatre and more 54 points of Music Performance
study available at each level

B Learn, create,

sy

Learn unique instruments
including taonga piioro, koto,
gamelan and djembe

P et

Classical music
e Contemporary music
Jazz
Musical theatre
Explore new repertoire s World music traditions

" STAND OUT FEATURES
( :i.l o ||I

Individual Performance Real rehearsal and Study options from  Multiple performance - 3
lessons workshops ensemble experience  beginner to advanced pathways to suit
levels your goals

YOUR MUSIC. YOUR STYLE. YOUR FUTURE.

UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS

Develop musicianship
Refine technique
Build confidence

Solo performance
Bands & ensembles.
Chuoirs & vocal groups
Live workshops




Community News
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Nelson Bays Primary Health

Hauora Matua ki Te Tai Aorere

More Stable
More Able

FALLS PREVENTION TALK
So You can keep doing

the things you lov_g

Hato Hone
St John

% THURSDAY WHO CAN ATTEND? chial
29TH OCTOBER aryone waring o improve /ORI
10.30am — 12.00 hoon their strength and balance ‘{’[WPF:;’ }
informati
Rai Valley A FREE SESSION and a chancé
Community Centre for anyone at risk of falling 1o ﬂ.‘:k
Bryants Road, RAI VALLEY SEavhEhas tad il qu&S-‘hﬂ"S'
SN A S HIMAR T HEALTH ST JOHN WILL COVER:

Causes of falls

o Maintaining independence m Local Ambulance Services

Strength and balance exercises
for leg strength

How do you get up after a fall n' Home safety and preventing falls
L2

.

Falls prevention and response

Staying active — what you can do

at home What happens when you

Promoting local Community call an ambulance

classes and activities

TO BOOK CONTACT
E\;}aon'???;g;sjzt?aro =" and snacks provided

Hosted by
Rai Valley Harakeke Club

Refreshments LIVE STRONGER
FOR LONGER

@ 201

fallsprevention@nbph.org.nz
or speak to Diane Paton on 0210 638 137
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NELSON ARTS ’33 % Don’t miss all our whanau-
FESTIVAL 2026 1*\“ friendly events this year!

THE BIG SPRING yepcrmraraicerstreer MACHINE DE TRAFALGAR CENTRE
STREET PARTY sat2soctinzem-opm - CIRQUE SAT 31 0CT, 7PM
2 ' ‘ . :

» = ' - MOTUEKA LIBRARY
SHOW ME SUTER ART GALLERY - Whanau Friendly LEV/ITY BEET = T AT
SUN 25 0CT 10 30 G SPRING S
SHORTS  suwzsoctioan -1 m BAMBOO BUCKET BOING <7 54 007250001

SUTER ART GALLERY - FRI 30 OCT | KIRBY LANE
VALENTINA 1PM + SAT 31 0CT 10 30V TUNEUP

FRI 23 OCT | 5.30 - 8.30PM

Comejoin the fun! OCT 22- NOV 01
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ASSOCIATION

]lllNII]R CRIBKH

’2029/27 SEASQN

SCHOOL YEARS 182 SMASH CRICKET GOmIL YEARE 4
SCHOOL YEARS 3-6

12 weeks Terms 4 & 1
Saturdays

12 weeks Terms 4 & 1

12 weeks Terms 4 & 1
Saturdays

Renwick - Renwick School
Tuesdays, 3.45pm-4.30pm
starts Tuesday 3 November

9am-10am at Landsdowne
Park
Starts Saturday 7 November

9am-10am
at Landsdowne Park
Starts Saturday 7 November

Pictnn Queen Charlotte
College

Thursdays, 4pm-4.45pm
starts Thursday 5 November

Blenhelm Horton Park
Fridays, 4pm-4.45pm
starts Friday 6 November

ﬁﬁl SN NERE

EIRIRE | CCANHERE
THCH | TOREAISTER

For more info contact Joel:
development@marlboroughcricket.co.nz




Community News

HAUEI.OCK COMMUNITY THEATRE PRESENTS

A spaced out S|de spllttlng, smgalong show 5.4

) 7R\ R ¥
. | \L: a h_ = :,9 .'_ ' :/
Dlrecfed byISuzanne] Grenfell“Lordan /
. ™ ~ Havelock Town Hall"~
20th November 7pm

21st November 2pm & (Pm

Tickets $5 per person
under 5 vears free

Tickets available online at www.trybooking.com/nz
aft Havelock Gallery
or Door sales




2026

Sundayé6December
Paradestarts 2.30pm

Followed by a concert and prizegiving on the Foreshore

PRIZES TO BE WON!

Best CommunityFloat&BestBusiness Float
Get your fl oat registration form from

The Picton Bookshop, 28 High Street, Picton
Registrations close 27 November 2026

For more information contact Beryl Bowers
027 488 6824, 573 6885 or bowers@xtra.co.nz

Special thanks to:

Marborough SN (0 . Y iz
Vadborough N MLEEES | e pome

Port Marlborough picton PARK BARGING

ananananan

Sioms Moy )| MARLBOROUGH = uieon Hogan %leocpl

& | DISTRICT COUNCIL




Rai Valley Area School

Thanks to the below businesses for sponsoring our school app:

§) st @,

A &) svaoume

% Get in touch for all your
property & rural maintenance needs
RID GEIT‘INE ) 022 650 3964

Over 15 years experience m

iy =02 230 6313 v s v

FARM, FOREST, VINEYARD AND CiviL

CANVASTOWN
(03) 574 2888

vw X4 T -r' P _'-:‘-1
HAVELOCKES] MRt -
E —1 13 i =
smafusugs o1 === .Renovations
4 .. e ) -
R N « Alterations
“LOCALS SUPPORTING LOCALS” : -

Map out your future
Book a FREE Study Navigator chat ) n m It

Lo [ISIRITS o\ 1[0 g IR CRINGING YOU A FRESH

APPROACH TO IRRIGATION

Viridian' [ v

weoglass

If you would like to advertise on the Rai Valley Area School
Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com

To download our app: In Google Play & App Store
Search ‘Skool Loop’ & choose your school once installed.

50 SKOOL LOOP
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TRLANAMA

Phone
03 571 6120

Www. remagroup.co.ne

EXCAVATION
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Hai Valley
Brick Oven Cafe
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~ CELEBRANT ~

Mobile 027 483 4135
Email kdcelebrant@gmail.com
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