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Welcome to the first newsletter of Term 3. It is
great to see the days getting a little bit longer
even if this week has been cool. It was really
good to see so many parents at the report
interviews in week 1. If you were unable to
attend but still have questions about your
child's learning please do not hesitate to
contact us to arrange a meeting.

This is the time of the year we start planning
for 2027. NMIT trades courses open for
applications next week. Renee has been
working hard, meeting with students and
following up with parents about their courses.
The Year 11 and 12 students will begin choosing
their 2027 subjects in the last week of August.
Please make contact us if you wish to discuss
subject and career opportunities further.

Congratulations to the Silver and Gold netball
teams who both won their finals on Saturday.
Silver has worked hard throughout the season.
Debbie Abraham has been coaching them and
they have improved. K Gold moved up a grade
mid season and have gone throughout the
season unbeaten. Last week Mrs Massey took a 
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Congraulations
to Tommy

Massey and
Jeorgie Prattley
for completing 7

books  and 7
reviews.

 I hope you
enjoyed your

well earned free
Hell’s Pizza.

Great effort!! 

combined Pelorus team of Year 5 and 6’s to a tackle rugby competition in Blenheim. They played
well.

The upgrade of the secondary toilets is taking a bit longer than planned but is nearing
completion. We hope to sign off at the end of this week or early next week.

This is the term that really focuses on NCEA. It is really pleasing to see that the majority of our
students are on track to achieve their credits.. The next round of Common Assessment Activities
for literacy and numeracy are in Week 8 and 9. Also in the final weeks of this term are the
derived grade examinations. These are a trial run for external examinations but the results are
uploaded to NZQA  to be used if the students are unable to sit the final exam in November.

We have a number of upcoming events across the school during the term
12th August Tournament Netball team is Playing in the Marilyn Milne Senior Tournament
Saxon Stadium.
13 August Board of Trustees Meeting 5.45pm
19th August School Cross Country and Colour Run
31st August  South Island Secondary Netball Tournament in Nelson
9th Sept Epro 8  Competition in Nelson for Years 7 and 8.
9th Sept Solar Buddy Pelorus schools in Havelock for Years 3-8
10th Sept Duffy Book Assembly
17th September Board of Trustees Meeting 5.45pm
18th Sept Pelorus Speech competition at Waitaia Bay
18 Sept  Tapawera School Ball for Year 11-13's
CAA’s 7th -17th Sept.
Week 8-0 Derived Grade Examinations will be scheduled
25th Sept last day term 3

Nga mihi nui
Maree



Week 3 and we are well and truly getting into the swing of things. The school is a veritable hive of activity,
with our younger students buzzing around school, keeping themselves busy (and hopefully warm and dry).

There are a number of fantastic Education Outside The Classroom opportunities coming up over the next
few weeks, including our cross country/colour run, South Island Netball (from what I have heard, we are also
doing well in the weekend netball league), and some of our younger students being off at a rugby
tournament. We are also constantly keeping our ear to the ground for any additional opportunities that may
be on the horizon. It is great to see the students getting out and amongst it.

Term 3 for the Secondary Syndicate becomes our critical time of focus, and as such, it is in our Senior
school where the majority of my focus has been so far this term.

The students have been briefed, prompted, cajoled, persuaded, convinced, and instructed that Term 3 is
the most crucial time of the year—a time where students in Years 11–13 suddenly become sentient around
questions like "How many credits have I got?", "Is this worth credits... how many?", and "If I complete this,
will I have enough to...?".

For many of our students, we are approaching their self-imposed "finishing line." They are finalising the last
few of their internal assessments and casting a weary and/or wary eye at the looming "externals." For some,
these externals become important because they are going for endorsements (where they can gain an NCEA
certificate at Merit and/or Excellence level); for others, it is with thoughts towards future pathways (in
school, tertiary, or the workplace).

With this in mind, you should expect any student in Years 11–13 to be much more focused on getting work
done, potentially revising at home, and starting to become more inquisitive in terms of what the future may
hold. What they will know is that the final 3 weeks of the term are when Derived Grade Exams are being
held. These exams are crucial in many ways, and any absences during this time have the genuine potential
to have a serious knock-on effect in terms of externals. More information regarding what these exams are
and their significance will appear in the next newsletter, but for now, being aware of them looming on the
horizon is key.

It is important, therefore, for us to remind you (and them) of the importance of maximising attendance. A
day missed is 5 hours of learning. One day a week over a term equates to 50 hours of missed schooling
(which is 2 full weeks in school)... when we look at this over a year, it becomes increasingly concerning. We
appreciate that absences are often beyond control, and in these instances, we appreciate your efforts to let
the office (and, where required, individual teachers) know.

We have also had a push this term around uniform.

If your child has a genuine reason for their uniform being unavailable (not just because they left it outside in
the rain, or it got covered in mud so they hid it in the washing basket and forgot to tell you), please let the
form teacher know. We will give them a uniform pass and, if required, help them find some "back-up"
uniform. If a uniform item is unavailable, please ensure that the temporary item does not have any obvious
non-school logos or text. As the classrooms are nice and warm, hoodies and non-regulation sweaters or
jackets can be safely removed when in class.

I have been told to try to end on a positive note, so what I can say is that our push to see an increase in the
wearing of uniform is coming to fruition, and I truly appreciate the support you have shown around this.
As always—stay safe (and warm).
Ngā mihi

Dan Waldie
Deputy Principal - Secondary

Secondary News









Kia ora whānau and school community,
Room 14 has had an exciting and busy couple of days learning all about fire safety, staying
safe, and how we can prevent fires at home!

We were super lucky to have a visit from Lewis from FENZ (Fire and Emergency NZ), who gave
us a fantastic presentation on keeping safe. Room 14 students were absolute stars—Lewis
was blown away by how much they already knew and all the thoughtful answers they
shared!

To build on our visit, we’ve been reading fire safety books, drawing bird's-eye views of our
houses to learn where our exits are, and even crafting our own puppets to role-play fire
drills.
Ngā mihi Haley.

ROOM 14 IS FIREWISE ROOM 14 IS FIREWISE 

Primary News



Whole School News

We have had a parent raise a concern, regarding vehicles being parked along the
roadside in front of the car park. We understand that there is a yellow line (covered from
resealing) for no parking allowed and when vehicles are parked on the yellow line, it
creates very little visibility for oncoming traffic, especially when cars are leaving the car
park. Can drivers please refrain from parking between the carpark and the road.

Thanks
Pauline

PET DAY 2026 COMMUNITY MEETING

3pm MONDAY 17  AUGUST th

in the library

ALL WELCOME



Art News

Year 13 student Lorna O’Donnell has started up this business as part of The Young
Enterprise Scheme for her Business Studies subject.

She would love our support with this.
Great work Lorna!



Whole School Fundraising News

WE ARE DOING A COLOUR RUN 
for this years whole school cross country

AUGUST 19 2026
(back up date August 20 )th

This year is massive for fundraising for all the sporting and extra curricular activities the school is

taking part in so we thought we would make some of the fundraising FUN.

All students will be asked to take part in this fundraiser. They collect fundraising pledges, we

hold the Colour Run Cross Country and then they can claim prizes depending how much they

fundraised.

MORE DETAILS TO COME
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Whole School Fundraising News



Pet Day News

kirstyadams2019@gmail.com



CALL THE OFFICECALL THE OFFICE

School News

Student Absence / Buses / After School Arrangements / Students
arrive late / Parent deliver or collect students

Could you please notify Pauline, when required as soon as possible, at
the school office regarding above issues with a reason, either by phone
(03 5716 016) and leave a message or by email (office@rai.school.nz) or
personally to the office. 

This allows up-to-date recorded information for emergencies. If
students are late at school or leaving during school hours: Parents need
to sign in or out at the school office. 
Thank you in advance. Pauline

My KID IS OFF THE BUS
My kid is off 

sICK

I’m RUNNING LATE

Years 6/7/8 Languages
This term, we are learning some Italian language and culture, focusing
on oral language and reading comprehension.
To support your child, you could try out a delicious Italian pasta recipe,
make your own homemade pizza or do one of the activities on the list
below, provided by the Ministry of Education. Why not watch a football
game in Italian to get to know the sound of the language and try to
pronounce some of the words?

I hope your son or daughter will enjoy engaging with Italian this term.

Remember, linguascope.com can be accessed from home. Your child
knows the log on and password.

https://www.linguascope.com/


Primary News : Hell Pizza reading Challenge Y1-8



Community News

Heads Up For Kids
Lions Clubs New Zealand Heads Up for Kids project provides a helping hand for young people to

engage in an experience or activity that will enable them to live their dream, establish life goals and
reach their full potential within their chosen field.

Kayden Knight from Rai Valley is leading a collection locally as he will be making an application to
Heads Up for Kids for a donation to help fund his Outward Bound course.

Please check drawers, old handbags and purses for old foreign money that you could donate.
Bring or send it to school before Wednesday July 1.

Pauline has a can on her reception desk to collect the money.

Donate old New

Zealand & foreign

currency

Copper trails, brass

razoos and gold

sovereigns are all

part of the 

Heads Up for Kids

collection.
Launched in July 2010, Heads Up

for Kids asks New Zealanders to dig
out and donate old decimal and pre-
decimal New Zealand currency, and

all foreign money. 

The obsolete cash is then redeemed
for New Zealand dollars and used to

fund education programmes for
young New Zealanders who would
otherwise not get the opportunity.



Whole School News

Bridge Valley "Time Warp" Holiday Camps
Get ready to travel back in time at Bridge Valley's Time Warp Holiday Camps! Experience an

unforgettable week of adventure, new friendships, and exciting activities.

Junior Time Warp Camp (Ages 8–11): 28 September – 2 October | $245
Ultimate Time Warp Camp (Ages 11–13): 5–9 October | $280

Activities can include rock climbing, high ropes, archery, abseiling, the lake flying fox, luge, and
much more!



Community News



Community News



Community News



Safety for Students is important

Please be aware of vehicles at school and especially at these busy times of before and
after school.
At the end of school, students need to wait within the school gate for the parent /
caregiver to collect them.
If it is raining, the students can stand on the veranda by the office or be inside the
office.

Whole School News



Rai Valley Area School 
Thankstothebelowbusinessesforsponsoringourschoolapp: 

If you would like to advertise on the Rai Valley Area School
Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com 

To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search 
‘Skool Loop’ & choose School once installed. 

mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
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