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Kia ora Koutou

We have finally reached the last week of a very
busy term. 
This week we are following the 8 students who
have gone to Whangārei to the Area School
National Sports Tournament. I would like to
thank any of you who have sponsored our
students, bought raffle tickets or meat packs. As
a school we really appreciate your support. 

Last week our school celebrated Matariki. It was
an amazing day. The official day for Matariki is
Friday the 10th July so most schools have
celebrated before the end of term. I would like to
thank our community members who came in to
support us in a number of activities and those
you played in the kia- o-rahi game which was
narrowly lost to the students 11-10. Theresa did
an amazing job of planning and organising the
day that was well supported by staff and
students

At the beginning of June, five of our students
were fortunate to be sponsored on a 5 day Spirit
of New Zealand Voyage north of Auckland. They
had a wonderful experience and an opportunity
to challenge themselves in an unfamiliar 



environment with other students from around the country. Even the 6am morning swim off the
boat was enjoyable!

After a postponement due to flooding our Year 1-8 students had a great day at the Pelorus
crosscountry at Canvastown. It was great to see this event run this year.
Students in Room 12 had a wonderful opportunity when they visited the Kārearea Falcon rescue
centre this term. We see these amazing birds around our community but this enabled students
to see them up close and learn more about them.

Upcoming events of note are
School Photos will be the first week of term. Wednesday 22nd July
Last days for Saturday Netball. Ferns last game is 1st August. Last day for Gold and Silver
Saturday 8th August
Rai Valley cross-country will be Wednesday 19th August
South Island Secondary School Netball Tournament, Nelson 1-4th September
The NZQA common assessment tasks for Literacy and Numeracy in the week of 7th to 11
Sept.
Solar Buddy at Havelock Years 4-8 Wednesday 9th September
Pelorus Speech Competition at Waitaria Bay Friday 18th September
Tapawera Area School Ball Friday 18th September (Year 11-13)
End of term 28th September
Term 4 Pet Day is planned for 21st & 22nd October

This week we will be sending home our half yearly reports. For our Year 1-10 students,there is a
change in the assessment criteria used for reading, writing and mathematics. This is in line with
the new Ministry of Education reporting requirements. Please take the opportunity to meet with
our teachers in Week 1 next term to discuss this further.

I hope you all have an a safe and relaxing holiday period
Nga mihi nui
Maree

Tumuaki's Report continued



Secondary News

What a huge term it has been! I don't know about you, but I am well and truly ready to go
into hibernation—or at the very least, curl up next to a log fire with a book in hand and a
mid-morning flat white wafting its caffeinated aroma over me.

We have had a super busy term, and we have crammed so much into it that just trying to
recollect everything we have done is a mammoth task. Over the last few weeks, our school
and community have experienced:
Sports & Adventures: National Tournament Trials and the National Tournament itself, two
Spirit of Adventure trips, Ki-o-rahi, Netball, Ultimate Frisbee, Cross Country, and Rock
Climbing.
Cultural & Academic Events: Lit Quizzes, Matariki celebrations, the Future of Work expo, and
Common Assessment Activities (CAAs).
Community & Wellbeing: Loves Me Not and Sexwise programmes, ANZAC Day, and King's
Birthday.
Special Visitors: Harold the Giraffe came to visit! While he only had time for the Year 1–8
students, I know a few of our seniors were keen to check in with him again, too.
Behind the Scenes: A complete school Wi-Fi upgrade, and even two unexpected days off
due to rain!

Undoubtably other things which I have forgotten. (and for which I apologise- for my lapse in
memory)

We have also rolled out a brand-new form of reporting for our Year 1–10 students. This term
has required a huge effort from everyone who is part of the Rai Valley Community. My
sincere thanks goes out to you all for your help, understanding, and flexibility, particularly
when it mattered most.

Mid-Year Reports
Just a reminder that Term 2 is report season. If your child has not handed their report over
to you by the weekend, it might be time to check their bags, pockets, hidden compartments,
or even under the front seat of the car!
If you do not receive a report, please contact the school office and we will happily send you
a copy via post or email. For those with children in Years 1–10, you will see our fresh new
reporting format.

Parent-Teacher Conferences
With reports in mind, you are all warmly invited to our Parent-Teacher Conferences.
When: Tuesday 21st July & Thursday 23rd July (Week 1 of Term 3)
Who: Open to all whānau of students from Years 1–13.

More details will follow shortly, including instructions on how to book your time slot.

I promised myself a shorter newsletter section this time around, so I am signing off for now.
Many thanks for a great term. Stay warm, and enjoy the break and as always stay safe.
Ngā mihi nui, Dan Waldie

Dan Waldie
Deputy Principal - Secondary



We are in the final stretch of the term as I write this and boy,
has it been a big one. Our primary students have been working
hard this term both in the classroom and out. In the last few

weeks we have competed in the Pelorus Cluster Cross Country.
We had a lovely day out in the sunshine and enjoyed running on
the new track. It was great to see everyone give it a go, all of

their hard work and training paid off. 
Room 12 travelled to Blenheim’s Karearea Centre to check out
the work they do there and get up close and personal with the

New Zealand Falcon.
We celebrated Matariki in style with te rakau, ki-o-rahi, kite
making, kai and artwork. Thank you for all of the community
support around this event, especially our parents and whānau
who came in for the ki-o-rahi game. Next year is our year!

Last week we had a visit from Graeme and Harold the Giraffe
from Life Education. As always this was a fantastic learning

experience in connection with our health curriculum. Harold even
had a wander around our school to meet and greet the kids! 

In the first few weeks of next term we will be offering
parent/teacher interviews. This is a great time to have a chat

with your child’s teacher about their learning and behaviour. We
encourage everyone to make a time to meet. 

Whilst we are all looking forward to a break over the school
holidays, there has been a lot of reminders to show care,
respect and kindness to each other and the environment.

I am looking forward to a fun and productive second half of the
year. I hope everyone has a safe and restful holiday!

Jess Massey

Week 11 Primary News







Primary News

Fun times learning in Room 14



Fundraising News

WE ARE DOING A COLOUR RUN 
for this years whole school cross country

AUGUST 19 2026
(back up date August 20 )th

This year is massive for fundraising for all the sporting and extra curricular activities the school is

taking part in so we thought we would make some of the fundraising FUN.

All students will be asked to take part in this fundraiser. They collect fundraising pledges, we

hold the Colour Run Cross Country and then they can claim prizes depending how much they

fundraised.

MORE DETAILS TO COME



Fundraising News



Whole School News

"We celebrated Matariki last

Wednesday, 24th June. It was an

amazing day where our tuakana

(older students) lead the way.

There was a group cooking

sausages, fry bread and setting

up a welcoming serving station. "



Whole School News
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Community News



Y
‌e
‌a

‌r
‌ ‌6

‌,‌ ‌7‌,‌ ‌8‌ ‌s‌c‌i‌e‌n
‌c
‌e
 

weather balloons

Community & Secondary News



Art News

ART
WORK
by
YEAR
7/8



RAI VALLEY
Over the past few weeks, our Year 9 and 10 Food Technology students have participated in an exciting
Master Chef-style competition. Working in groups, students were challenged to create and cook a main
meal within 60 minutes, followed by a dessert challenge (on a separate week), which was also
completed within 60 minutes. 

Prior to each cook, teams were given time to carefully plan their own unique recipes using a selection of
ingredients and quantities. To add an extra level of creativity, each group could choose one ‘challenge
ingredient’  from a set list and select their own ‘secret ingredient’ to incorporate into their dish. 
The pressure of working against the clock, plating up professionally, and presenting to a panel of three
judges made for an exciting experience. 

A huge thank you to our guest judges who joined me throughout the competition; Renee, Shane,
Theresa, Mr Waldie, Mrs Stuart, Letty, and Ruth. The students embraced the challenge with
enthusiasm and teamwork. I was extremely impressed by the outstanding quality, creativity, and
presentation of the dishes produced.

The judges' score sheets have now been reviewed and the results totalled. After some very close
competition and an impressive display of skills from all groups, the final results for each class are as
follows:

Secondary News Year 9 & 10 Food Technology 

1st - Annie, Honour, Catherine, Jasmine
Main: Cluck ‘n’ Crunch     

 Dessert: Berry Bomb Crumble

Thursdays class:

2nd - Declan, Hunter & Ruben
Main: Red Devil Topper (mince, wedges, burger)     

Dessert: Chocolate Lava Cake



Secondary News

3rd - William, Avani, Chevonne
Main: Dumplings on lettuce     

Dessert: Deconstructed Chocolate & Berry Tart 

Wednesdays class:
1st - Tyler, Sinclair, Harrison &

Sam 
Main: Beef & Chicken Kebabs +

braised steak on rice  

Dessert: Chocolate fudge mudcake

with berries and meringues 

2nd - Olivia, Nelia & Rose 
Main: Teriyaki Chicken on rice  

Dessert: Double Oreo Delight 

3rd - Keira, Jesse, Dimitri & Honey-Mae
Main: Cheesy Bacon Sausage Rolls

Dessert: Raspberry Chocolate Self Saucing Pudding 



Secondary News

RAI VALLEY



Secondary Hard Tech News



Secondary Hard Tech News



Community News
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Community News

Heads Up For Kids
Lions Clubs New Zealand Heads Up for Kids project provides a helping hand for young people to

engage in an experience or activity that will enable them to live their dream, establish life goals and
reach their full potential within their chosen field.

Kayden Knight from Rai Valley is leading a collection locally as he will be making an application to
Heads Up for Kids for a donation to help fund his Outward Bound course.

Please check drawers, old handbags and purses for old foreign money that you could donate.
Bring or send it to school before Wednesday July 1.

Pauline has a can on her reception desk to collect the money.

Donate old New

Zealand & foreign

currency

Copper trails, brass

razoos and gold

sovereigns are all

part of the 

Heads Up for Kids

collection.
Launched in July 2010, Heads Up

for Kids asks New Zealanders to dig
out and donate old decimal and pre-
decimal New Zealand currency, and

all foreign money. 

The obsolete cash is then redeemed
for New Zealand dollars and used to

fund education programmes for
young New Zealanders who would
otherwise not get the opportunity.



CALL THE OFFICECALL THE OFFICE

School News

Student Absence / Buses / After School Arrangements / Students
arrive late / Parent deliver or collect students

Could you please notify Pauline, when required as soon as possible, at
the school office regarding above issues with a reason, either by phone
(03 5716 016) and leave a message or by email (office@rai.school.nz) or
personally to the office. 

This allows up-to-date recorded information for emergencies. If
students are late at school or leaving during school hours: Parents need
to sign in or out at the school office. 
Thank you in advance. Pauline

My KID IS OFF THE BUS
My kid is off 

sICK

I’m RUNNING LATE



Whole School News

HEALTHY 

MINDS



Performers are Cubs, Scouts, Venturers, Rovers,
Leaders, Girl Guides and Girl Guide Leaders

Thursday 30th July—7pm

Friday 31st July—7pm

Saturday 1st August—2pm & 7pm

Adult $25

Under 15’s $15

Family of four $70 (max.2 adults)

Early bird ticket pricing
available - get in quick!

Service fee applies book at 
www.theatreroyalnelson.co.nz

Top of the South Scouts Presents 

GANGSHOW

Ticket Prices

Theatre Royal Nelson

Sponsored by

Nelson 2026



Primary News : Hell Pizza reading Challenge Y1-8



Whole School News

MOI STEAMS HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
STEAMS Holiday programmes by Ministry of Inspiration

6-9 July 2026-Garin College
Register here:

   https://events.humanitix.com/july-holiday-programme-garin
Programmes in Art and Engineering OR Cooking and Science!

Programmes are geared towards 8-13 year olds who are interested in hands-on learning.

In cooking learn how to make scones and butter, spaghetti bolognaise, sushi, cookies, cakes,
and more.

In Art and Engineering learn how to make simple robots, code ozobots/Edisons, design and
build sculptures, and more!

Each day is different!

https://mcusercontent.com/a24661e5495609e4f0357f331/files/5c738070-ea45-9886-0e0d-
e8e4a820c730/MOI_STEAMS_HOLIDAY_PROGRAMME.pdf

https://events.humanitix.com/july-holiday-programme-garin
https://events.humanitix.com/july-holiday-programme-garin


Safety for Students is important

Please be aware of vehicles at school and especially at these busy times of before and
after school.
At the end of school, students need to wait within the school gate for the parent /
caregiver to collect them.
If it is raining, the students can stand on the veranda by the office or be inside the
office.

Whole School News

July 'Amazing Race' Day Camp: 
From 13th-17th July, we have a day

camp for 7 - 13 year old's. The theme is
'Amazing Race' - so each day we will be
competing to the finish line in fun team
challenges to see who takes it out. This
is along with our classic Bridge Valley
activities such as Archery, Luge, Rock

Climbing and more. We'd love to see you
here!

To register visit
https://www.bridgevalley.co.nz/holiday-

camps or email us at
holidaycamps@bridgevalley.co.nz

https://www.bridgevalley.co.nz/holiday-camps
https://www.bridgevalley.co.nz/holiday-camps


Rai Valley Area School 
Thankstothebelowbusinessesforsponsoringourschoolapp: 

If you would like to advertise on the Rai Valley Area School
Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com 

To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search 
‘Skool Loop’ & choose School once installed. 

mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
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